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Home Minister Hishammuddin Hussein announced that five Internal Security Act detainees,
who have been detained for up to seven years, will be released with certain conditions later
today.

Two of them have been in detention since 2002 and the remaining three since 2007 for
alleged involvement in terrorist movement Jemaah Islamiah.

The five are Mat Sah Mohd Satray (/eft), Abdullah Daud, Mohd Nasir Ismail @ Hassan,
Ahmad Kamil Md Hanapiah and Muhammad Amir Md Hanapiah.

Mat Sah and Abdullah were detained in April 2002 while the other three in May 2007.

Mat Sah was a technician at Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka and originally said to be a member
of Kumpulan Militant Malaysia, and later alleged to be a JI member. He was arrested on
April 18, 2002.

Abdullah meanwhile was a lecturer at UTM Johor and was arrested on Jan 3, 2002 for
allegedly being a JI member as well.

A Hari Raya gift, nothing to do with by-election

In announcing their release today, Hishammuddin said they were being released as they
have been fully rehabilitated.

"They responded well to our rehabilitation process and expressed their regret for being
involved in their past activities," said Hishammuddin at a press conference in his ministry at
Putrajaya.

He also said that the release was a "Hari Raya gift" for the families of the five from the
government.

He however denied that the release was due to the upcoming Bagan Pinang by-election in
Negeri Sembilan.

Rights group: Free them all

The decision to free the five followed a previous release of 13 detainees in April this year,
including five Hindraf leaders, the day Prime Minister Najib Abdul Razak took over as prime
minister.

According to Hishammuddin, there are nine more ISA detainees left at the Kamunting
Detention Centre in Perak, of which four are locals and the remainder are foreign nationals
from Bangladesh, Thailand, Pakistan and Singapore.

The remaining detainees are in detention over their alleged involvement in militant activities
(six of them) and document forgery (3).

Rights group campaigning for the abolition of the security law demanded that the
government free all the remaining detainees immediately.



"We call this a selective release. We demand that the rest be released and for the ISA to be
abolished," Abolish ISA Movement coordinator E Nalini told AFP.

The wife of Mat Sah, 44-year-old Norlaila Othman, said she was thrilled at the release of her
husband who has been in custody since April 2002.

"I am so excited yet at the same time I feel like I am going to live with a stranger in the
same house soon," she told AFP.

"My son is really excited to find out who is his real dad, he was only eight years old when
my husband was detained under the ISA, seven years is too long for him to be apart from
his dad," Norlaila said.

Gov't seeks feedback on ISA review
On a separate note, Hishammuddin said that he had discussed with the Human Rights
Commission (Suhakam), Malaysian Syarie Lawyers Association and Malaysian Muslim

Lawyers Association on a review of the ISA.

He said that their feedback was well received by the ministry and hoped that the Act is not
abused or seen to be used for serving personal interests.

"What they were concerned about was the detention period and the treatment given to the
detainees and they have asked us to review the mechanism," he said.

Hishammuddin also added that Suhakam wishes to see the ISA being abolished and
replaced with a new Act.

However, he added, for the time being the government just "wants to improve the people's
perception on ISA".

"But it is still hard to balance between national security and civil liberty in the national
interests," said Hishammuddin.
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