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Former premier Dr Mahathir Mohamed today told his successor Prime Minister Najib Abdul 

Razak to open his ears to the voice of Perkasa and other Malay NGOs. 

 

"I would like to remind the current leadership to listen to the Malay NGOs. They represent 

the Malays. He should be mindful of the Malays for they are his constituents. They hold the 

votes (in their hands)." 

 

perkasa first agm 270310 mahathir speechSpeaking while officiating the inaugural Perkasa 

general meeting at PWTC in Kuala Lumpur today, Mahathir echoed Perkasa chief Ibrahim 

Ali's earlier speech, warning of dire electoral consequences should Najib fail to listen and 

address the needs of the Malays. 

 

He also reiterated what former minister Azmi Khalid told Malaysiakini prior to the Perkasa's 

meeting today, which was attended by 4,000 people. 

 

"The Malays are flocking to Perkasa because Umno has failed to promote and fight for the 

Malay cause." 

 

Several times during his speech, Mahathir also rejected critics' view of him being a racist. 

 

"I am not a racist," he said, and repeatedly stressed, "I am a son of Malaysia." 

 

'You can't clap with one hand' 

 

At a press conference after the opening ceremony, Mahathir lashed out at his former deputy 

and present Opposition Leader Anwar Ibrahim and his many conspiracy claims. 

 

"If he cannot defend himself, he calls it conspiracy. It is as if everyone is hatching a 

conspiracy against him (Anwar). 

 

perkasa first agm 270310 crowd"When I was in power last time, everyone knew there was a 

conspiracy to topple me. As my number two, he never said anything about it, but he used 

others to say things." 

 

Asked to comment on Umno veteran Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah's vocal views and recent 

appointment as advisor to Kelantan over the oil royalty issue, Mahathir dismissed the 

matter. 

 

"This is a free country, he can say what he likes.They (Kelantan in appointing Razaleigh) 

can do what they like, but they can't do anything if they clap with one hand (without the 

federal government's cooperation)." 

 

Mahathir also accused Kelantan MB Nik Aziz Nik Mat of colluding with those behind the Sept 

16 takeover bid when the latter advised Bayan Baru MP Zahrain Hashim not to release 

embarrassing details about his former party. 

 

"If he asked not to reveal, he must be in league with them." 

 



Suara Perkasa's debut 

 

Meanwhile, the event also saw the debut of Perkasa fortnightly publication Suara Perkasa, 

which was distributed to all those who attended. 

 

perkasa publicationThe publication, recently approved by the Home Ministry was filled with 

articles promoting the NGO and its stand. 

 

Interesting, three articles from Malaysiakini also appeared in Suara Perkasa's maiden 

edition, despite the online portal being lambasted for "working hard to disunite Malays" by 

Ibrahim. 

 

One of the articles was an exclusive interview with Ibrahim written by two Malaysiakini 

journalists, one of whom has been referred to by the Perkasa chief as "penulis dajal" or 

demon writer. 

 

In an immediate response, DAP supremo Lim Kit Siang lamented Mahathir's backing of 

Perkasa. 

“Mahathir has come full circle, from an ultra back again to an ultra – repudiating Bangsa 

Malaysia and Vision 2020 which he enunciated in 1991. This is the greatest tragedy.” 
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