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GEORGE TOWN - It must be paradoxical for Chief Minister of Penang Lim Guan Eng when he 

was given unsolicited advice by Muhyiddin Yassin on the meaning of being fair to the 

people, regardless of their race, for these were the very principles the DAP secretary 

general claimed to stand for. 

 

The DAP and Pakatan Rakyat administration in Penang were impliedly painted to be partial 

to a certain group in terms of the provision of opportunities to venture into business. 

 

"Serve the people of Penang, (whether they are) Malays or Chinese or Indians. (If) the 

Malays do business, they have problems, give them an opportunity to do business including 

anyone at all who want to earn a living by themselves," he said in his speech at the Penang 

Barisan Nasional (BN) Chinese New Year open house, here today. 

 

He said the state government should provide opportunities and encouragement to 

entrepreneurs to earn a living instead of preventing them. 

 

"I know that Penang is under the opposition pact government, but that's all right. What is 

important is that the opposition pact has a commitment to help (the people) just like the BN 

which has a commitment to bring progress to the people without bias," he said. 

 

Muhyiddin also refuted Lim's allegation that Penang did not get any benefit from 

development programmes drawn up by the federal government. 

 

"Penang had benefited from before. The federal government implemented programmes for 

all states, and Penang was not excluded. 

 

"The BN developed Penang not because Lim is the Chief Minister but for everyone in the 

state," he said. 

 

Muhyiddin said cooperation between the state and federal governments was important for 

the economic development of the states. 

 

"I know that the Chief Minister also knows about this (cooperation)," he said. 

 

The Deputy Prime Minister said the people of Penang did not want to listen to the empty 

promises made by the state government, but instead wanted to see the impact of what had 

been implemented. 

 

Also present at the function attended by about 5,000 people were the Penang BN chairman, 

Dr Koh Tsu Koon as well as state BN leaders. 

 

Lim and several State Exco members were also present at the function. 

 

(Bernama) 
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