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KANGAR -- Umno's struggle is to bring development to the Muslim community, which is the
majority group in the country, although efforts to assist the non-Muslim communities will
not be neglected, said Deputy Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin.

As such, he said, Umno and the other Barisan Nasional (BN) component parties were
determined to develop the nation for the benefit of everyone in the country.

When the government mentioned that it would develop Islam in the country, it did not
mean that the non-Muslims were left out because Islam's policy was to give fair treatment
to everyone, he said at the 'Jamuan Rakyat 1Malaysia' in Kuala Sanglang, near here today.

Also present at the gathering were Perlis Menteri Besar Dr Md Isa Sabu, Home Minister
Hishammuddin Tun Hussein and the State Assemblyman for Tambun Tulang Shahidan
Kassim.

He said the Muslims in the country need not have any doubt about Umno's efforts to
develop an Islamic nation because Malaysia was already a Muslim nation.

"We are certainly a Muslim nation. This has been accepted by many other Muslim nations in
the world. If PAS campaigns about wanting a Muslim nation, we already have it.

"Ever since independence, our main focus was to champion the cause of Islam. This was our
focus...we want to develop the Muslims in the field of economy," he said.

Muhyiddin said what was important now was how the people could cooperate with the
government, that is the BN, because the government had set a target to become a
developed nation by the year 2020, where the country was not only developed but the
people too earned a high income.

"The Prime Minister (Najib Tun Razak) has already drawn up the programme and I assist
him. We want to place the country on an equal footing with the other developed nations.

"Efforts to develop the infrastructure are no longer a problem because we have been giving
attention to it and such efforts are ongoing. We want to see the people in the country
progress with good income," he said.
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