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Probe terrorists' 
minds, says PM 

ON a day in w h i c h the Un i t ed 
Nat ions cou ld not r each a con-
sensus on how to define t e r ro r -
i sm, the P r i m e M in i s t e r pressed 
for g reater effort to f ind out wha t 
makes those w h o sp r ead t e r r o r 
t ick. 

' ' T e r ro r i s t s deserve ne i the r 
compass i on nor sympathy. Bu t we 
do need to know the i r m i n d s a n d 
the i r menta l i ty , ' ' sa id Da tuk Se r i 
A b d u l l a h A h m a d B a d a w i i n a n 
address to k ings , pres idents a n d 
p r i m e min is ters from 160 c oun -
tries at the 60th Un i t ed Nat ions 
assembly . 

E a c h head o f state or gove rn -
ment is g iven f ive m inutes to de-
l iver a s tatement to the wo r l d 
body. Mos t of the speakers 
touched on four issues : f i ght ing 
t e r r o r i s m , poverty, nuc l ea r p r o -
l i ferat ion and UN r e f o rm. I t was 
c l ear that many were deeply di-
v ided on ho w to define t e r ro r -
i s m . 

M a n y speakers took the pod ium 
hours after the assembly agreed 
on a great ly wa t e r ed -down doc-
ument on what h a d once been an 
amb i t i ous plan for count r i es to 
f i gh t t e r r o r i s m a n d halt the 
spread o f n u c l e a r weapons . 

A b d u l l a h , w h o i s a lso the c h a i r -
m a n o f the Non -A l i gned Move-
ment and Organ i sa t i on of the Is-
l am i c Conference , sa id on ly the 
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UN cou ld ga lvanise a g loba l f i ght 
against t e r r o r i s m . A n d before the 
batt le c a n beg in , everyone must 
k n o w the motives o f t e r ro r i s t s . 

' ' These cou ld be po l i t i ca l in-
jus t i ce , the den ia l o f h u m a n 
r i gh t s , a b ru t i sh life en t r enched 
in pervas ive poverty, or some-
th ing else yet to be uncovered . 

"We must take ac t i on to ad-
dress the root causes so as to 
r ender the i r mot iva t ions i r r e l e -
vant. It is poss ib le to d i s rup t , 
cap ture a n d k i l l i nd i v i dua l ter-
ror is ts . However , un less the root 
causes a r e addressed a n d re-
moved, new rec ru i t s w i l l take the 
place o f l eaders and groups k i l l ed 
or destroyed in the f i ght aga inst 
t e r r o r i sm . ' ' 

A b d u l l a h also urged count r i es 
to d r a w a l ine a n d m a i n t a i n a 
d i s t inc t i on be tween acts o f ter-
r o r i s m and the r i ghts o f people 
f ighting for se l f -de t e rmina t i on . 

"It is equa l l y unjust i f iable to 
associate t e r r o r i s m w i t h any p a r -
t i cu l a r race o r r e l i g i on . Ter ror i s ts 

must bo s ing led out only by the i r 
acts o f t e r ro r and no th ing else, ' ' 
sa id A b d u l l a h , who has cau t i oned 
against I s lamphob ia . 

He conceded that the document 
i ssued by the assembly ref lected 
m a n y degrees o f c ompromises . 
T h i s means that no one i s fully 
sat is f ied. Ce r t a in l y m a n y issues 
r e m a i n unreso lved . Quite c l ear ly , 
there fore , we have m u c h unf in-
ished bus iness on our hands in 
the months a n d years to come. ' ' 

US Pres ident George W. Hush 
spoke o f both chas ing down ter-
ror i s ts a n d roo t ing out the causes 
of t e r r o r i s m . He pressed the Se-
cur i ty C o u n c i l to approve a res-
o lut ion c a l l i n g upon a l l nat ions to 
take steps to e n d the inc i t ement of 
t e r ro r i s t acts . He a lso wan ted 
count r i es to prosecute and ex-
t rad i te anyone se l l i ng ma t e r i a l o r 
the technology for nuc l ea r de-
v ices. 

A few hour s la ter , the counc i l 
ca l led on m e m b e r states to enact 
laws a n d stop anyone w h o wants 
to inci te t e r ro r acts. 

Br i ta in ' s Tony B l a i r , Bush ' s 
c losest al ly, was less enthus ias t i c 
about focusing too m u c h on what 
dr i ves y oung m e n to become sui-
c ide bombers . 

He sa i d : " T h e r e are r ea l in-
just ices in ou r w o r l d , poverty, that 
is ou r duty to e rad i ca t e . ' ' 

Malaysia can 
help curb 

nuclear arms, 
says Blair 

M A L A Y S I A c a n p lay a ro le in mak-
ing su re that the sp r ead o f nuc l ea r 
a r m s does not become a threat to 
the w o r l d , B r i t i sh P r i m e M in i s t e r 
Tony B l a i r bel ieves. 

He noted that as the c h a i r m a n 
of the Non -A l i gned Movement and 
the Organ i sa t i on of the Is lamic 
Conference , the coun t r y cou ld in-
f luence c e r t a i n nat ions f rom go-
ing d o w n the dangerous path o f 
n u c l e a r pro l i f e ra t i on . 

He made this observa t i on d u r -
i n g a 30 -m inu te b i l a t e ra l mee t ing 
w i th P r i m e M in i s t e r Datuk Se r i 
A b d u l l a h A h m a d B a d a w i on the 
s ide l ines o f the Un i t ed Nat ions 
assembly here . 

B l a i r appeared conce rned 
about the s i tua t i on in I ran . 

Fore i gn M in i s t e r Da tuk Se r i 
Syed H a m i d A l b a r sa id M a l a y s i a 
bel ieved that the best wav to en-
courage I ran to comp ly was 
th rough peaceful negot ia t ion. 

D u r i n g the mee t ing , both l ead-
e r s also spoke about t e r r o r i s m 
and the recent M a l a y s i a n G l oba l 
Roadshow, w h i c h took A b d u l l a h 
to London a n d N e w York. 

B l a i r sa id he was pleased that 
M a l a y s i a was t r y ing to at t ract 
more B r i t i s h investors. 

I s l am H a d h a r i a lso featured 
d u r i n g the d i scuss ions . 

B r i t a i n has been interested to 
l e a r n more about this app roach 
for ach i e v ing a progress ive Is-
l am i c c i v i l i sa t ion that i s compat -
ible w i th modern i ty . 


