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PUTRAJAYA, Sun. — W r i t e 
abou t the past for the s ake o f the 
c o u n t r y ' s future , sa id f o r m e r 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r Tun D r M a h a t h i r 
M o h a m a d . 

U r g i n g the o l d e r g ene ra t i on o f 
M a l a y s i a n s to he lp preserve the 
c o u n t r y ' s h is tory , he s a i d those 
w h o l i v ed t h r o u g h co l on i a l t imes 
a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e s h o u l d 
r e c o r d the i r m e m o r i e s so that 
o t h e r s c o u l d l e a r n f rom the 
l essons a n d m i s t akes o f h istory . 

S p e a k i n g at the l a u n c h o f the 
book Negarawan Lima Zaman 
(A S t a t e s m a n o f F ive Eras ) by 
f o r m e r F e d e r a l C o u r t judge Tan 
S r i D r A b d u l A z i z Z a i n , D r M a -
h a t h i r l a m e n t e d that M a l a y -
s i a n s d i d not have the w r i t i n g 
hab i t , u n l i k e the B r i t i s h , w h o 
m e t i c u l o u s l y r e c o r d e d every de-
ta i l o f t he i r ru l e over M a l a y a . 

" M a n y o f o u r l eade r s a n d 
f o u n d e r s o f the c o u n t r y d i d not 
w r i t e the i r m e m o i r s , s o we have 
lost o u r h is tory . 

" T h e r esu l t i s we have h a d to 
d e p e n d on h i s t o r y w r i t t e n for us 
by o u r c o l o n i s e r s , w h o wr i t e 
f r om the i r pe rspec t i ve . " 

H e s a i d e ven c o m m o n people 
w h o l i v ed d u r i n g co l on i a l t imes 
s h o u l d w r i t e the i r s to r i es a s 
the re w a s m u c h f rom that e r a t o 
s h a r e w i t h the m o d e r n gene r -
a t i o n . 

" I r e m e m b e r the days w h e n 
w e a c t u a l l y h a d q u a r t e r - o f - a -
cent c o ins . W i t h h a l f a cen t y o u 

c o u l d buy two c o o k i n g i n g r e -
d i en ts . Bu t none o f th i s i s 
r e c o r d e d a n d the g ene ra t i on to-
day k n o w s n o t h i n g about th i s . " 

D r M a h a t h i r sa id the M a l a y s 
s h o u l d l e a r n f r om the h i s t o r y o f 
the s u l t a n s a n d how the B r i t i s h 
c o n q u e r e d t h e m , as i t w o u l d 
t each people today to w o r k 
h a r d . 

" T h e B r i t i s h d id not have to 
use an a r m y to c o n q u e r us. T h e y 
m e r e l y t a lked to o u r su l t ans a n d 
p r o m i s e d them an easy life. T h e 
B r i t i s h pa id them po l i t i ca l p e n -
s i ons ; the su l t ans d i d not have to 
w o r k but s t i l l got p a i d , i n c l u d i n g 
the i r c h i l d r e n a n d g r a n d c h i l -
d r e n . 

" T h i s a t t i tude has seeped into 
M a l a y c u l t u r e un t i l M a l a y s a re 
w i l l i n g to rece ive money for 
no th ing . W h e n we accept m o n e y 
for n o t h i n g , we lose power . You 
s h o u l d g ive s o m e t h i n g back i n 
the f o r m o f w o r k , o r you w i l l 
b e come pa ra l y s ed a n d y o u r 
b r a i n w i l l s h r i n k . " 

C o m m e n t i n g o n his o w n m e m -
o i r s , Dr M a h a t h i r sa id i t was a 
" t o u g h j o b " pu t t i ng his m e m -
or i es together . " I forget w h i c h 
event c a m e f irst a n d w h i c h 
c a m e la ter . " 

A b d u l A z i z ' s book r e c o r d s his 
e x p e r i e n c e s th roughout h i s ca -
reer . 

He was an a t t o rney - gene ra l , a 
j u d g e a n d , i n 1971 , the c h a i r -
m a n o f the Roya l C o m m i s s i o n o n 
T e a c h i n g Se rv i c es , w h i c h p r o -
d u c e d the Aziz Report, r e c o m -
m e n d i n g r a d i c a l changes . 


