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Malaysia to ratify UN tobacco control framework today 
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G E T r e a d y for c i gare t t e 
packs w i t h n a u s e a t i n g p ic -
tures o f tooth decay a n d rav -
aged lungs . 

Thes e g r a p h i c hea l th 
w a r n i n g s c o v e r i ng h a l f the 
packet w i l l b e come the n o r m 
a f te r M a l a y s i a endo r s es 
tough l eg i s l a t i on on tobacco 
c o n t r o l today. 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r Da tuk S e r i 
A b d u l l a h A h m a d B a d a w i i s 
here to depos i t the i n s t r u -
m e n t o f r a t i f i ca t i on for the 
W H O F r a m e w o r k Conven -
t i on on Tobacco C o n t r o l a t 
the UN h e a d q u a r t e r s , the 
las t stage before the c o u n t r y 
j o i n s the l eague o f na t i ons 
w i t h the toughest l aws to 
d i s courage s m o k i n g . 

M a l a y s i a a n d o the r m e m -
bers o f the UN adop ted the 
conven t i on four yea rs ago 
but o n l y 55 c o u n t r i e s have 
rat i f i ed i t . Bu t w i t h the 
s m o k i n g c u l t u r e b e c o m i n g 
m o r e pe rvas i ve i n r ecen t 
y e a r s a n d m o r e y o u n g 
M a l a y s i a n s p i c k i n g up the 
hab i t , the C a b i n e t r e c en t l y 
d e c i d ed to f as t - f o rward the 
process of e m b r a c i n g the to-
bacco c on t r o l conven t i on . 
T h e t oughe r r e g i m e a lso 
c o m e s in the w a k e o f the 
fa i lure o f the G o v e r n m e n t ' s 
a n t i - s m o k i n g c a m p a i g n . 

T h e New Straits Times un-
de r s t ands that a host of n e w 
r u l e s for t obacco c o m p a n i e s 
w i l l b e come effective once 
the FCTC is ra t i f i ed . Thes e 
i n c l u d e : 

• M a k i n g it necessary for 
a l l i n g r ed i en t s o f the p r o d u c t 
to be l is ted, i n c l u d i n g tox i c 
cons t i tuen ts a n d add i t i ves . 
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• P r o h i b i t i n g them f r om 
d e s c r i b i n g the i r p r o d u c t s a s 
l ow ta r . l i ght o r m i l d , a s 
these l abe l s c a n m i s l e a d the 
p u b l i c . 

• R e s t r i c t i n g t h e m f r om 
u s i n g d i r e c t or ind i r ec t in-
cent ives to encou rage the 
pub l i c to buy tobacco p r o d -
ucts . 

• S t opp ing t h e m f r om us-
ing the i r n a m e o r b r a n d i n 
any s p o n s o r s h i p o r p r o m o -
t i ona l p r o g r a m m e . 

M o r e impor tant ly , the c o n -

vent ion also paves the way for 
M a l a y s i a n s w h o have been 
s t r u c k d o w n w i t h tobacco-re-
la ted i l lnesses to sue tobacco 
c o m p a n i e s — an in te res t ing 
deve lopment in a coun t ry 
w h e r e l u n g c a n c e r v i c t ims 
a re b e com ing younger . 

i t a l s o p laces the onus on 
g o v e rnmen t s to put in p l ace 
l a w s to pro tec t the p u b l i c 
f r om exposu r e to t obacco 
s m o k e in pub l i c p laces a n d 
i ndoo r s . 

I n K u a l a L u m p u r , A n n i e 

F r e e d a C r u e z quotes 
M a l a y s i a n C o u n c i l for Tobac-
co C o n t r o l p r es iden t Profes-
s o r D r Syed M o h a m e d A l j u -
n id as s a y i n g that the ra t -
i f i ca t ion c l ea r l y s h o w e d the 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s c o m m i t m e n t 
t o w a r d s the c on t r o l of to-
bacco use a n d s m o k i n g . 

He sa i d the G o v e r n m e n t 
m u s t now look a t a l l l e g -
i s l a t i ons r e l a t ed to c o n t r o l o f 
t obacco in o r d e r t o e n s u r e a l l 
r u l e s a n d r egu la t i ons w e r e 
en f o r ced , i n c l u d i n g the use 

of t a xa t i on as a way to re-
duce tobacco access by 
you ths a n d c h i l d r e n . 

" T h e r e m u s t be e n o u g h 
m a n p o w e r t o c a r r y out the 
l a w effectively," he s a i d . 

He a d d e d that the Gov-
e r n m e n t s h o u l d a lso r e v i e w 
the dec i s i on to de fer the 
w i t h d r a w a l o f the " k i d d i e 
p a c k " i n the m a r k e t a s w e l l 
as to a l l ow the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
t obacco expo " E m e r g i n g To-
bacco M a r k e t 2 0 0 5 " i n K u a l a 
L u m p u r i n Novembe r . 


