pﬁassages ‘Ghafar
thein ke “was: ‘concerned:

ngs emau]mg ‘a plajn
T moTe a.ffectwnately,

~educational qu&hﬁcanons was .
“the- ma,l -reasofiforthis exclu-

45 °TRANY Were known to du bo-"

are: that tune a.nd many more

supported Husseinand
ahathir, and remained-a

el‘ctl 117

" far twice offered_to. resign his
- post tg-allow: Anwar a free pa.ss _

CAHSE; he dld n{ﬂ:

paign sa{w Ghafay’ ‘being. at-
tacked "and - ridiculed in -public

' -and in‘the media by those who -
ingratiated themselves w1th the .

younger Anwar.
CYet-in. all the years 1 knew

Ghafar he never once: dxsplayed ‘
-any vindictiveness or vicious- .
ness against his attackers; only.

hust-and puzzlement not knqw-

' ing what-his sine liad been.
... He was forgiving: he was not, -

menp. He was the quintessential

‘Malay . gentleman . with that
‘-old world charm 50 lacking

these days

Thaveseen hdw he forgave his T
i1

“In 1995, when the dust had
“settled and Ghafar was all but

forgotten, the Government tried
16 hanmrr-.hlm by getting hzm]f;o

" Seri ‘Setia

tom- the King, -
whmh wauld make “him' - a

and ZTeceiving visits from Dr Ma-
hathir’s  office,_and eventually,

Umino secretary-general Datuk
{now Ta,n Sri) Mohamed Rapmat :

sough‘t my.assistance:

Ghafar’s son, Sofi, and Twent

. to'see him and’ persuaded him to
let, Mohamed meet him. T re- -
‘mémber. we said that vhatever

was to happenyl)r Mahathir was

- Seme days later,. Soﬁ a.ud I

brought Mghamed and then-Um- .

no ~exectitive . secrefary Datuk

Yaakob Mohamad to see Ghafar.
was huri by (

e to him but Ghafar never-

showed any-‘anger or. resent- :

ment, although-he did seem a

‘Tittlé  aloof ‘when. he. mét-Mo-
_hamed and ‘Yaakob:at first. )
Ghafar avmded takmg caﬁsi-'=

'k stayed gut of the meeting, bt °
was later informed by Sofi that -

. Ghafar had agreed to mieet Dr
"Mahathir, Eventually, he actept-

ed thé: award - but not hecause.
hé”wanted to be known as-a"
“Tun”. After all, he had turned

- .dovwn-awards._ for: more than 40

He accepted 1t ‘because - he

_ wanted 1o . ease 'a. conscience. .
still Umno president-and Prime -
Minister and Mohamed was his -

pricked by what had been done..

to hint. He aceented it haecanse

‘wasstill open. ; B
"+ Throughout thé 66 years since
“he joined. the struggle for. in-:

depemience ‘and 55 years since
“he joined Ummo, Ghafar neve:

- went agamst his. GoumI or his .,

p .
Loyai and’ patrlotu: from the

begmnmg loyal and patnouc

‘the end. - .. -

How -‘dogs.. a natlon bid- f:

Tarewell to & onal son hke Gh
far‘? i :

‘With respect Wlth ‘gra.mud :
Wlth a gre&t sense of loss :

The wr;ter is @ former gro

. p -
"edztor-m chief of the New Strails
'Times Press Group. He served as. |
. Press.secretary to Ghifor when.
“he was ‘Deputy Primé Minister,.
-anrd is currently deputy .chair- .
“man of the NSTP Board of Dz-__ _

rertnre

after this
afternoon’s
fire drill.”




