KUALA LUMPUR: The MCA will
always remember the contribu-
tions the late Tun Ghafar Baba
made to the nation and the
party, said party president
Datuk Seri Ong KaTing.

"We will always remember

his contributions forever. The
MCA isdeeplyindebtedto him.

"When the MCA had an inter-
nal crisis, he was one of the

leaders, who came to its aid,"
the Housing and Local Govern-
ment Minister told reporters
after payinghislastrespectsto

the former deputy prime minis-

ter.

Ghafar had acted as a media-

tor to resolve MCA's 14-month
leadership crisis between

tuk Neo Yee Pan and Tan Koon
Swan from 1984 to 1985.

During that period, Ghafar
was even dubbed "temporary
president” forthe MCA.

Ong said the former deputy
prime minister was a role
model to all Malaysians and
was always very close to the
grassroots.

He said MCA would always
appreciate his involvement,
especially as the deputy prime
minister and deputy Barisan
Nasional chairman.

Among those who accompa-
nied Ong and his wife, Datin
Seri Wendy, to pay their fast
respects at the National Mos-
que were party deputy presi-
dent Datuk Seri Chan Kong
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MCA ever grateful to Ghafar for his help!

SOLEMN AFFAIR: (from right) Wendy, Ong, Chan, Fong, Tan, Hon, Yew and Klang MP Datin Paduka Dr Tan Yee Kew paying their
last respects at the National Mosque in Kuala Lumpur yesterday.

Choy, vice-president Datuk Dr
FongChanOrin,nationalorgan-
ising secretary Patiik Hon
Choon Kim Mhdfcentral com-
mittee members Datuk Tan
Chai HoandYew Teong Lock.
Earlier in Taiping, Chan said:

Ghafar had served for a long."'
time as;Barisan Nasional secre-
-tary-genetal and he served well
,'espeqally“t in the deveIOpment;_f'_f
of rural areas.”
“Former: MCA president Tun’f'

fe

Dr Ling jong Sik said Ghafar’s. .

conttibutions to Malaysian pol-

_itics were immense as he was -
- also the “brldge" between Um—

no and MCA:
- Drling said that every Feb 18

_MCA leaders and members
would celebrate the former

"-:r',-deputy pnme mlmsters bll'th—

day
“When he was hOSplt&llSEd at

“ﬁ;'.Gleneagles recently, I.went to
“‘the hospital with an MCA dele-
_'gatlon and we: celebrated hls}-}
.--‘:__buthday there " he sald



