
PETALING JAYA: Ful l national 
honours marked the f inal j our -
ney of former Deputy Prime 
Min is te r and one of Malaysia's-
we l l - l o ved po l i t i ca l leaders 
Tun Ghafar Baba, who was laid 
to rest at the Heroes' M a u -
so leum in Mas j id Negara, Kua-
la Lumpur, yesterday. 

Late afternoon sunl ight fi l-
tered through the leafy sur-
roundings of the mosque as 
Ghafar's body was l owered 
into the grave. 

Ghafar, 81 , w h o d ied at 
7.35am yesterday, was accord-
ed a state funeral in recogni-
t ion of his contributions to the 
country. 

It was a f i tt ing tribute to the 
Malay leader who began life as 
an impover ished village boy, 
became a teacher, partook in 
the independence struggle, 
jo ined Umno and rose to be-
come first Malacca Chief Mi-
nister, then Cabinet Min is te r 
and finally deputy pr ime m i n -
ister. 

He was la id to rest alongside 
Tun Abdu l Razak Hussein and 
Tun Hussein Onn (respectively 
Malaysia 's second and th i rd 
Prime Ministers ) and former 
Deputy Prime Min is te r Tun Dr 
Ismail Abdu l Rahman. 

P r ime M in i s t e r Datuk Seri 
Abdu l lah A h m a d Badawi, look-
ing so l emn, was at Mas j i d 
Negara to receive the body on 
behalf of the Government and 
people . 

Ghafar had been hospital ised 
for several months after suffer-
ing a heart attack, fo l lowed by 
compl icat ions of the lungs and 
kidneys. 

H is condi t ion took a turn for 
the worse early Friday m o r n -
ing and he breathed his last 
sur rounded by close fami ly 
members . 

He is survived by seven out 
of a total of nine chi ldren and 
dozens of grandchi ldren and 
great-grandchildren. His f irst 
wi fe, Asmah A lang , d ied in 
2004. 

The family had been keeping 
v ig i l over their patriarch for 
several nights, but st i l l there 
was no ho ld ing back the emo-
tions and tears w h e n the f inal 
moment came. 

At 9.30am, Ghafar's remains, 
covered in a green sheet w i t h 
Quranic scripts, were carried 
out o f the hosp i ta l by son 
Tamr in and other male family 
members to be taken to his 
Pantai Hi l ls home. 

The s imple bunga low was 
already teeming w i t h people 
wa i t ing to pay their last res-
pects. 

F rom 9.30am t i l l about 2pm, 
his body, draped in a piece of 
whi te c loth and a ye l l ow em-
bro idered sheet, lay in the 

LAST RITES: Tamrin Ghafar (left) and Sally Ghafar (right) jo ining in the prayers after their father 
was laid to rest at the Heroes' Mausoleum in Masjid Negara, Kuala Lumpur, yesterday. 

FINAL JOURNEY: Pallbearers carrying Ghafar's casket from the 
mosque area to the Heroes' Mausoleum. 

modest l i v i n g r o om o f the 
house, as fami ly and friends re-
c i ted the Yassin and o ther 
Quranic passages. 

Depu t y P r i m e M i n i s t e r , Da-
tuk Ser i Na j ib Tun Razak, who 
was a t t h e h o u s e w i t h D a t i n 
Seri Rosmah Manso r , descr i -
bed Ghafar as a patr io t whose 
contr ibut ions to the count ry 
dated back to the p r e -Me r -
deka era. 

"He was also very close to my 
father," sa id Najib, reca l l ing 
the ties between Ghafar and 
former Pr ime M i n i s t e r T u n 
Razak Hussein. 

Former Deputy Pr ime M in i s -
ter Tan Sri M u s a Hi tam, who 
once chal lenged Ghafar for the 
deputy U m n o president post, 
was in tears as he described 
Ghafar as a grassroots leader 
who d id not abandon his roots 
even as he rose through life 
and polit ics. 

Short ly after 1pm, those pre-
sent gathered for zohor pra-
yers. The air was thick w i t h 
emot ion and nostalgia as the 
coffin, now draped in the Jalur 
Gemilang was li fted and carried 
to the hearse by A r m e d Forces 
and Police personnel. 

After the family part of the 
funeral was over, the state 
funeral proper began. 

The hearse arr ived at Mas j id 

Negara at 2.15pm where the 
Pr ime Min is te r , wa i t ing at the 
m a i n entrance, formal ly took 
over the process. 

The body lay in s ty le in a 
high-cei l inged ha l l t i l l about 
4 p m dur ing w h i c h people f r o m 
ord inary c i t i zens to Cabinet 
Ministers paid their respects, 
many of t h em pausing to recite 
verses from the Quran. 

U m n o ve teran and Ghafar 
contemporary Tan Sr i K h i r 
Johar i touched many hearts 
w h e n he arr ived, looking frail 
as his wife and son helped h i m 
through the ha l l . 

A t 5pm, after the asar pra-
yers, the pal lbearers carr ied 
Ghafar 's body to the m a u -
so leum area. 

Tears f lowed freely as the 
body was l owered in to the 
grave and covered w i t h earth. 
The Pr ime M i n i s t e r was also 
somewhat overcome, rest ing 
his c h i n in one h a n d , the 
o ther a r m w r a p p e d r o u n d his 
wais t . 

The bur ia l ended at about 
5.45pm w i t h the f inal rites led 
by the nat ional mosque's chie f 
i m a m Datuk Kamarudd in Za-
karia. 

VIP mourners and fami ly 
members spr inkled water and 
scattered petals over the grave, 
before leaving the site. 


