
Abdu l l ah said Naza wou ld be 
able to increase the number of 
ski l led personnel w i t h the plan 
to bu i ld its largest manufactur-
ing plant by next year. 

Meanwhi le , Naza Group of 
Companies chief executive off i-
cer Tan Sri SM Nasimuddin SM 
Amin said the company- was 
already heading towards the 
directiott advocated by the 
Prime Minis ter . 

" W h e n i t is ful ly comple ted 
in 2008, the plant w i l l increase 
annua l product ion capacity by 
100,000 cars," he said, adding 
that currently the plant in 

Pekan, Pahang, produced 
30 ,000 units a year. 

He said Naza had also allo-
cated lOOha of land for vendors 
to set up their factories. 

"We are investing RM570mi l 
for the first phase of the Bertam 
p l an t We also expect our ven-
dors to invest about R M l 8 0 m i l 
to set up factories near our 
plant," he said. 

Apar t f r om the plants in 
Bertam and Pekan, Naza also 
has another plant in Guruh. 

In view of the huge potential 
in the car fnanufacturing indus-

t r y , Abdu l lah called on local ca r 
manufactures and car parts 
makers to have strategic co-
operation to increase produc-
t ion capacity. 

"We must have confidence 
and must not be afraid to com-
pete in the international market. 
We should not be l ike some of 
our forefathers who were even 
afraid to seek independence. 

"We have the human capital, 
knowledge , exper ience and 
expert ise. We also have the 
capability to produce the best 

cars. 
"We should not be afraid to 

compete w i t h giant car manu-
facturers from South Korea and 
Japan," he said. 

The Pr ime M in i s t e r said 
Ma lays ian car manufacturers 
should not fear hurdles. 

"If we are afraid of cha l -
lenges, we cannot become a 
developed nation," he said, ca l l -
ing on fel low countrymen to 
adopt hardwork ing and resi-
l ient attitudes. 

K E P A L A BATAS: Datuk Ser i 
Abdu l l ah A h m a d Badawi ad-
v ised local car manufacturers 
Naza and Proton to compete l ike 
"brothers" to make their mark 
on the international marke t . 

The Prime Min i s t e r said he 
wou ld not be jealous i f Naza 
performed better than Proton. 

"But I will be angry w i t h 
Proton i f they cannot be the 
best car maker," he said, reiter-
ating that the two manufactur-
ers must embark on a brotherly 
compet i t ion . 

Abdul lah said this dur ing the 
ground-breaking ceremony at 
Naza's new plant on a 102ha 
plot in Bertam. He also 
launched Naza's n e w mode l 
Sutera. The 1.1 -l itre Sutera is 
se l l ing for RM35,900. 

Abdu l l ah said the National 
Automot ive Policy was formu-
lated to posit ion countries in 
South-East Asia as the largest 
supplier of cars and car parts for 
the global marke t 

' 'This region w i l l be the 
largest car manufacturing and 
car parts hub," he said. 

GETTING A FEEL: Abdu l lah checking out the interior of the Naza Sutera dur ing its launch in Bertam, Kepala Batas, yesterday. W i t h 
' h i m are Nas imuddin (left) and Penang Chie f Min is te r Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon. 


