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K E P A L A B A T A S : Datuk S e r i A b -
d u l l a h A h m a d B a d a w i yes terday 
sa id M a l a y s i a n car m a k e r s s h o u l d 
not be a f r a i d to compete w i t h e a c h 
other a n d their fore ign counter-
par ts i n the g lobal m a r k e t . 

H e s a i d s u c h healthy compet i -
tion w o u l d real ise the country 's 
aspira t ion of b e c o m i n g the re-
gion's h u b i n automotive indust ry . 

T h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r ca l led o n 
n a t i o n a l car m a k e r , P r o t o n H o l d -
ings B h d , a n d t h i r d auto player, 
N a z a C o r p o r a t i o n S d n B h d , t o 
compete w i t h e a c h other to c o m e , 
out w i t h cars w h i c h w e r e o f the 
highest quality, s t a n d a r d a n d class 
a n d accepted in ternat iona l ly . 

T h e companies , he s a i d , s h o u l d 

take advantage of the n u m e r o u s 
benefits offered u n d e r the N a t i o n -
a l Automot ive P o l i c y . 

T h e y c o u l d also f o r m strategic 
par tnersh ips w i t h key p layers a n d 
continue to i m p r o v e the h u m a n 
capi ta l aspects. 

A b d u l l a h , i n c o m m e n d i n g N a z a 
for h a v i n g developed itself w e l l in 
the country 's automotive indust ry , 
expressed hope the c o m p a n y 
c o u l d become the most outstand-
i n g automobi le c o m p a n y i n the 
country . 

" I w i l l not be jea lous of y o u 
(Naza) i f y o u c a n do better t h a n 
P r o t o n . 

" H o w e v e r , I w i l l be a n g r y w i t h 
P r o t o n i f they can't be the begt car 
m a k e r . 

" I hope that b o t h N a z a a n d P r o -
t o n c a n compete l ike s ibl ings," he 

s a i d at the u n v e i l i n g of N a z a C o r -
poration's N a z a Sutera . 

T h e S u t e r a is an affordable lo-
ca l ly -made compact c a r e q u i p p e d 
w i t h a d d e d safety features. 

A b d u l l a h also attended the 
g r o u n d - b r e a k i n g ceremony for 
Naza 's n e w plant a n d witnessed 
the s igning of an agreement be-
t w e e n the c o m p a n y and its dealers 
f rom 11 countr ies , p a v i n g the w a y 
for S u t e r a to be e x p o r t e d . 

Present w e r e C h i e f M i n i s t e r 
T a n S r i D r K o h T s u K o o n , f o r m e r 
C h i e f M i n i s t e r T u n D r L i m C h o n g 
E u , N a z a f o u n d e r a n d c h a i r m a n 
T a n S r i N a s i m u d d i n S . M . A m i n 
a n d C h i n a A v i a t i o n I n d u s t r y C o r -
p o r a t i o n pres ident Z h a n g H o n g 
B iao . 

T h e country 's other n a t i o n a l c a r 
m a k e r i s P e r u s a h a a n Otomobi l 

K e d u a S d n Bhd. 
A b d u l l a h sa id to ensure Ma-

laysia 's ro le as a g lobal p layer in 
the i n d u s t r y , the people s h o u l d not 
be a f r a i d to face chal lenges c o m -
i n g their way. 

He s a i d they s h o u l d also be 
w e l l - e q u i p p e d , especial ly i n 
k n o w l e d g e a n d ski l ls . 

" T h e people s h o u l d also be 
h a r d w o r k i n g , possess a l l the f ine 
qualit ies a n d b e responsible i n 
whatever they do. 

" D o n ' t b e l ike some people i n 
those days w h o l a c k e d confidence 
(when d o i n g anything) . 

"If we w a n t to ensure o u r suc-
cess a n d future development , we 
s h o u l d have fu l l confidence a n d 
p r e p a r e ourselves to face c h a l -
lenges. Only t h e n can we achieve 
V i s i o n 2020." 

PM challenges Naza to 
do better than Proton 


