
Kalimullah files RM50m defamation suit 
K U A L A L U M P U R : N e w Straits 
T imes Press deputy c h a i r m a n 
Datuk K a l i m u l l a h H a s s a n h a s 
f i led a R M 5 0 mi l l i on suit 
against lawyer Mat th ias 
C h a n g for de famat ion. 

He also obta ined an in junc-
t ion f r om the H i g h Cour t re-
s t ra in ing C h a n g f rom utter ing 
defamatory wo rds aga inst 
h i m . 

T h e w r i t was f i led fo l lowing 
a Press conference on J u n e 13 
d u r i n g wh ich the f o rmer pol i t -
i c a l secretary to T u n Dr Ma-
ha th i r M o h a m a d m a d e a se-
r i es o f pe r sona l attacks 

against K a l i m u l l a h . 
Some o f these r e m a r k s were 

publ ished i n a r epo r t i n t h e 
S ingapore Straits Times. 

A letter of d e m a n d was sent 
t o C h a n g on J u n e 20 , ask ing 
h i m to m a k e an unreserved 
and unqual i f i ed apology. 

However , he d i d not comply 
w i t h the d e m a n d , r esu l t ing i n 
K a l i m u l l a h seek ing l e ga l re-
dress. 

K a l i m u l l a h ' s l awyer , 
P r a k a s h M e n o n , s a i d : "We 
f i l e d the w r i t o n J u n e 29 , that 
M a t t h i a s C h a n g , h i s s e rvan ts 
o r agents b e r e s t r a i n e d a n d 

an i n t e r i m i n junc t i on be is -
sued t o r e s t r a i n M a t t h i a s 
C h a n g , w h e t h e r b y h i m s e l f 
o r t h r o u g h h i s s e r van t s o r 
agents , f r o m u t t e r i n g o r p u b -
l i s h i n g , or c a u s i n g to be ut-
tered or p u b l i s h e d the state-
ments that we re made a t h i s 
P r e s s con ference o n J u n e 1 3 . 

He sa id the in junct ion w a s 
g ran ted by judge Da tuk K a n g 
Hwee Gee in chambers yester-
day. 

The cour t has f ixed J u l y 25 
to h e a r the inter -par te in junc-
t ion appl icat ion. 

M e a n w h i l e , the S ingapore 

Straits Times yesterday apolo-
gised unreservedly to K a l i -
m u l l a h for pub l i sh ing the a r t i -
cle that conta ined var ious alle-
gations made by Chang . 

T h e ar t ic le , entit led " M a -
hath i r loyalist blasts A b d u l -
lah's suppor te rs " ; was pub-
l i shed on J u n e 14. 

"The assert ions we re m a d e 
b y M r Mat th ias C h a n g a t a 
Press conference ca l led by 
h i m (Chang) on 13 J u n e 2006 
a n d were accurate ly r epor t ed 
by us in the art ic le . 

"We w i s h to clari fy that we 
do not in any way endorse or 

con f i rm the assert ions made 
against Dato K a l i m u l l a h . 

"We further acknowledge 
that we have no basis to m a k e 
the assert ions," S ingapore 
Press Hold ings L im i t ed , the 
pub l i sher o f the newspaper , 
sa id in the apology. 

"We unreserved ly apologise 
to Dato K a l i m u l l a h for any dis-
tress, embar rassment a n d in-
j u r y he has suffered on ac-
count of the art ic le . 

"We unde r take not to m a k e 
fur ther assert ions against Da-
to K a l i m u l l a h : to the same or 
similar«ffect," it added. 

We unreservedly 

apologise to Dato 

Kalimullah for any 

distress, 

embarrassment 

and injury he has 

suffered on 

account of the 

article. 
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