
Najib: I know 
nothing of the 
allegations 
K U A L A L U M P U R : Da tuk S e r i N a -
j i b Razak (picture) sa id yesterday 
he k n e w noth ing about business-
m a n Tan S r i Tajudin Raml i ' s a l le -
gat ion that f o rmer p r i m e m in i s t e r 
T u n D r M a h a t h i r M o h a m a d a n d 
f o rmer f inance min is te r T u n D a t a 
Z a i n u d d i n h a d asked h i m t o b u y 
M A S shares i n 1994. 

The Deputy P r i m e M in i s t e r , 
however, sa id the Cabinet was in-
f o rmed of the buy-back of the 
shares by the Government in 
2000. 

Tajudin made the a l legat ion in 
h i s R M 1 3 . 4 6 b i l l i on counter-sui t 
f i led last Thursday against a 
R M 5 8 9 mi l l i on smt by D a n a h a r t a 
over h is acquis i t ion o f 32 per cent 
o f M A S shares i n 1994 a n d 
se l l ing t h e m back to the Gove rn -
ment for R M 1 . 8 b i l l i on or R M 8 a 
share i n 2000 . 

A c c o r d i n g to D a n a h a r t a , 
Tajudin so ld the 
shares at a p r e m i u m 
o f R M 4 . 3 2 o r l l 7 pe r 
cent over the marke t 
p r i ce o f R M 3 . 6 8 a 
share . 

In h i s affidavit, 
Tajudin sa id he was 
d irected to buy the 
M A S shares to help 
B a n k Nega ra reco-
ver f r om foreign ex-
change losses in 
1994. 

" The buy ing back 
( o f the M A S shares 
by the Government) 
was discussed (by 
the Cabinet) . But the 
first part , we have no knowledge 
of that," Najib sa id , r e f e r r ing to the 
o r i g ina l purchase o f M A S shares 
by Tajudin's company N a l u r i 
Be rhad . 

Speak ing to repor ters in Pa r l i a -
ment House, Najib also den ied any 

th ing a r i s ing f r om the purchase . 
He also c l a imed he w a s asked to 
keep the a r rangement secret, and 
sa id he w a s revea l ing i t n o w be-
cause the Government h a d not 
honoured the agreement. 

A s k e d to comment on this, Naj ib 
sa id : '"Whatever he (Tajudin) says, 
i f there 's an unders tand ing , that I 
do not know. I cannot comment on 
that." 

P u b l i c Accounts Commit tee 
c h a i r m a n Da tuk S h a h r i r S a m a d 
sa id the o r i g ina l d e a l h a d aroused 
some suspic ion. 

"There 's no r eason fo r anyone 
to bor row so m u c h money jus t to 
buy the shares," Shah r i r said. 

" N o w me suspic ion i s con f i rmed 
w i t h Tajudin's affidavit. Th i s is a 
matter for the court to decide." 

Opposi t ion leader l i m K i t S i ang 
sa id D a t a h a d deceived P a r l i a -
men t a n d the na t i on w h e n he a l -

legedly made false 
c la ims i n the D e w a n 
Rakyat o h M a r c h 21 , 
2001 over the R M 1 . 8 
b i l l i on buy-back o f 
M A S shares by the 
Government . 

He al leged that 
D a t a , as f inance 
min is ter at the t ime , 
c l a imed that no spe-
c ia l considerat ions 
were g iven to Tajudin 
i n buy ing b a c k the 
M A S shares f r o m 
N a l u r i . 

L i m also accused 
D a t a o f g iv ing the 
impress ion that 

Tajudin had been reasonable in 
want ing to release his M A S stake 
to the Government at not less than 
R M 1 5 , a n d that there was a for-
e ign investor interested in M A S a t 
that pr ice . 

"Th i s was most outrageous , ' ' 


