
Abdullah: I believe 
in an open policy 
K U A L A L U M P U R : The Prime 
M i n i s t e r said he believes in an 
"open policy ' ' as he can hear 
what the people have to say. 

D a t u k Seri A b d u l l a h Ah-
mad Badawi a d d e d that 
some people had tr ied to d i s -
suade h i m from c o n t i n u i n g 
w i t h such a pol icy, saying it 
h a d created a s i t u a t i o n 
w h e r e he was v i e w e d by 
some as having "lost c o n t r o l ' ' 
of the government . 

"But I believe in it because I 
can hear w h a t others have to 
say. Of course I do, at some 
stage, r e p l y t o those w h o 
criticise. 

"Some believe I should not 
a l l o w it to fester but it is 
alright because this is a n e w 
s i tuat ion and p e o p l e are c o n -
fused. It is a departure from 

before. 
" N o w , t h e people a n d even 

the backbenchers can freely 

" W e don't w a n t the rule of 

the game to be changed later 

a n d some people get dis-

qual i f ied because of i t ." 

T h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r a lso 

expressed concern over the 

use of the short messaging 

service (SMS) to spread ru-

mours , adding that r u m o u r 

m o n g e r i n g i n M a l a y s i a was 

"terr ible" . 

He described the SMS as 

the m o s t abused service in 

t h e c o u n t r y , a d d i n g that 

some people w e r e w i l l i n g t o 

spend thousands of r inggit 

just to spread r u m o u r s v ia 

SMS. 

" N o w I a m qui te w o r r i e d 

as I hear that some m e m b e r s 

of Rakan Cop are to be p r o -

v ided w i t h h a n d p h o n e . I 

d o n ' t k n o w w h a t k i n d o f 

messages they are going to 
get.'' 

crit ic ise the government , ' ' he 
said d u r i n g a q u e s t i o n - a n d -
a n s w e r session at a dinner 
organised by the Kuala L u m -
pur Business Club last night. 

The Shangri- la H o t e l bal l -
r o o m where the d inner was 
he ld was packed w i t h c o r p o -
rate leaders. 

To another quest ion , 
A b d u l l a h said the govern-
m e n t c o u l d not i m p l e m e n t 
the open tender system for 
everything, as some jobs had 
to be given to contractors 
w i t h specific expertise. 

" N o t al l g o v e r n m e n t jobs 
can be g i v e n through open 
tenders. But w h a t I w a n t to 
stress is that there w i l l be no 
c o r r u p t i o n a n d no abuse of 
p o w e r . 

"Of course, w h e t h e r i t is 
going to be o p e n tender or 
negotiated tender, the rules 
w i l l be made clear. 


