
Dr M issues six-page open letter on scrapped bridge 
KUALA LUMPUR: F o r m e r 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r T u n D r M a h a -
t h i r M o h a m a d has i s sued a s ix -
page open le t ter to e x p l a i n why 
h e t h o u g h t t h e s c e n i c b r i d g e 
p ro j e c t t o r e p l a c e t h e J o h o r 
C a u s e w a y s h o u l d h a v e g o n e 
a h e a d un i l a t e ra l l y . 

T h e l e t t e r a l so h a d a n a p p e n -
d i x o f 1 3 pages o f c o r r e spon -
d e n c e b e t w e e n t h e f o r m e r 
p r i m e m i n i s t e r a n d S ingapore 
leaders Lee K u a n Y e w a n d G o h 

m e r p o l i t i c a l s ec re ta ry M a t t h i a s 
C h a n g q u e s t i o n e d h o w M a l a y -
sia 's n e g o t i a t i n g team h a d been 
ou t f l anked b y S ingapo re o n the 
b r i dge issue. 

H e a l l eged M a l a y s i a w a s no t 
p r epa red for t h e t a l k a n d h a d 
been o u t m a n o e u v r e d b y the 
S ingaporeans . 

" M a l a y s i a d i d not h a v e a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e s t ra tegy in dea-
l i n g w i t h S ingapore . M a l a y s i a 
has n o t l e a r n e d f r o m p a s t expe -

O n M o n d a y , ambassador -a t -
l a r g e T a n Sr i A h m a d Fuz i A b d u l 
Razak, w h o has been d i r ec ted 
b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o e x p l a i n 
the b r idge issue, s a i d the dec i -
s i o n t o sc rap the pro ject w a s 
t h e bes t o p t i o n , g i v e n t h e 
s t r o n g p u b l i c s e n t i m e n t o n the 
i ssue . 

F o r t h e f u l l t e x t o f D r 
M a h a t h i r a n d A h m a d Fuz i ' s 
s t a t emen t s on the issue, please 
see www.thestar.com.my 

d a t e d Sept 8 , 2001 a n d A p r i l 11 , 
2002 , f r o m Lee a n d G o h respec-
t ive ly , b o t h leaders h a d i n d i c a t -
ed t h e i r a g r e emen t t o hav ing 
the b r idge a n d h a d no objec-
t i ons to i t b e i n g bu i l t . 

H e sa i d M a l a y s i a s h o u l d no t 
have g i v e n w a y t o the S inga-
po re d e m a n d b u t ins t ead p u r -
sue the m a t t e r for i n t e rna t i ona l 
a rb i t r a t i on o r re fer the issue to 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o u r t o f 
Jus t i c e for r e s o l u t i o n . 

h e n c e i n h e r d e a l i n g s w i t h 
S ingapore , ' ' he added . 

H e sa id the nego t ia t i ons o n 
t h e i s sue h a d b e e n g o i n g o n f o r 

m o r e t h e n 1 0 y e a r s . 
"Time after t ime , w h a t w a s 

d e e m e d ag r eed b e t w e e n t h e 
t w o count r i es w a s o v e r t u r n e d 
subsequent l y . S ingapore seems 
to have the r i gh t a n d pr i v i l ege 
t o agree a n d t h e n d isagree , " he 
added . 

C h a n g s a i d t h a t i n t w o letters, 

A c c o r d i n g t o a n a ide o f D r 
M a h a t h i r , the o p e n le t ter w a s 
sent t o p o l i t i c i a n s a n d c ommu-
nity l e a d e r s who wanted to 
hea r h i s exac t p o s i t i o n on the 

m a t t e r . 
H e s a i d the le t ters w e r e sent 

out shortly before Dr Mahathir 
went for hol iday in Europe last 
w e e k . H e i s e x p e c t e d back i n 
K u a l a L u m p u r n e x t week . 

Yes te rday , Dr M a h a t h i r ' s for-


