
Getting to the heart of 
Dr M's unhappiness 
What's the endgame for Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad in his strident criticism of the 
Government? ABDUL RAZAK AHMAD weighs the views of observers and Umno officials. 

'No Government in 

the world can 

explain everything 

in detail. When the 

answers don't 

satisfy and the 

questions cause 

confusion, it will 

lead to no good.' 

Muhammad 

'Different leaders 

will have different 

styles of leadership. 

The way one leader 

prioritises his 

duties will of 

course be different 

from his 

predecessor.' 

Azimi 

'In essence, this is 

about Dr Mahathir 

being unhappy with 

Datuk Seri Abdullah 

Ahmad Badawi's 

performance, and 

about Abdullah 

wanting to do his 

own thing.' 

• Shamsul 

IN the row between Tun Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad and his suc-
cessor's administration, the big 
question has got to be how far 
he is willing to go. 

Will he continue to question, 
after the last answer is given by 
the relevant ministres on the 
issues he raised, ranging from 
Proton to the bridge replacing 
the Causeway? 

If he does, will he expelled 
from Umno and repeal the 
chapter in 1969, when he was 
booted out of the party for his 
criticisms of Tunku Abdul Rah-
man? 

For Universiti Kebangsaan 
Malaysia's Professor Datuk Dr 
Shamsul Amri Baharuddin, 
getting to the answers means 
understanding what the spat is 
about at its core. 

"In essence, this is about Dr 
Mahathir being unhappy with 
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad 
Badawi's performance. and 
about Abdullah wanting to do 
his own thing, and what that 
means." 

Shamsul, who heads UKM's 
Institute of the Malay World 
and Civilisation, says "doing his 
own thing" means Abdullah 
has to bear two major elements 
in mind. 

First, his management style, 
which differs from Dr Ma-
hathir's. The Prime Minister is 
"informed by the need for 
transparency, ethics, and re-
sponsibility". 
''It's tough to pull off The style 

in the judiciary and in mea-
sures like the National Integrity 
Plan and a National Integrity 

of Abdullah's new style is yet to 
be seen." 
Shamsul believes no amount 

tail. When the answers don't 
satisfy and the questions cause 



Grassroots seek Dr M-Pak Lah reconciliation 
• FROM PACE 20 

His speech last Saturday at a func-
t i o n i n K u a l a L u m p u r w i t h Pas l ead-
ers in the audience l ed to this impres -
s ion . 

"It's caus ing confusion among the 
pub l i c a n d par ty members , because 
Dr M a h a t h i r is not just anybody," says 
M u h a m m a d . 

He says that some in the par ty be-
lieve that because Dr M a h a t h i r has 
done so m u c h for the country he 
shou ld not be censured. " B u t i f we ' re 
no longer a l igned to p a r t y interests 
and associate w i t h the Opposit ion, 
some say that's a c lear e th ica l 
b r each , a n d there is a m e c h a n i s m to 
dea l w i t h s u c h offences." 

The r e in l ies the d i l e m m a for some 
in the party. 

" Shou ld we take d isc ip l inary ac-
t ion? I f we do, then some w i l l object 
because Dr M a h a t h i r d id so m u c h for 
us. But does that then m e a n that 
someone w h o has contr ibuted m u c h 
is free to go against par ty d isc ip l ine 
a n d c a n do as he pleases, l ike hav ing 
a c e r a m a h w i t h Pas? 

"Does to lerat ion a n d t ransparency 
r e a c h that level? Th is is wha t some 
are confused about. It's an interest-
i n g development," he says. 

M u h a m m a d says he's not suggest-
i n g that act ion shou ld be t aken 
against D r Maha th i r . " B u t w h e n he 
was p r ime minis ter a n d par ty p res i -
dent, a l l of us were diasuh (trained) 
to be loya l to the par ty f i rst . I was 
Men t e r i Besar for 11 years , and Dr 
Maha th i r taught me that w h e n we're 
loya l to the party, no act ion by any in-
d iv idua l can affect Umno , " he says. 

At one point, r u m o u r s , fuelled by 
the Opposit ion, surfaced that the p a r -
t y was mu l l ing Dr Mahath i r ' s expu l -
s ion. The U m n o l eadersh ip den ied i t , 
but there is a precedent. 

Tunku Abdul R a h m a n fol lowing the 
race r iots in May. He was then a 
supreme counc i l m e m b e r w h o h a d 
lost na r row ly in the genera l e lect ion 
to Pas' Datuk Yusuf R a w a . 

He cont inued to express h is s t r i -
dent v iews. But some, notably 
Tunku's successor, T u n A b d u l R a z a k 
Husse in , saw a la rger potent ia l in Dr 
Maha th i r , a n d on M a r c h 7 , 1972, he 
was re -admit ted into the party, a n d 
began a meteor ic r ise to the top. 

Is h is tory about to repeat itself? 
U K M pol i t ica l science l ec turer Mo-

h a m m a d Agus Yusoff th inks not. 
"The scenar io is different. B a c k 

then, Dr M a h a t h i r was ma in l y seen 
as an U m n o activist a n d u l t ra-Malay . 
He he ld s t rong v iews on race matters , 
w h i c h were seen by the establ ish-
ment as threaten ing to the country 's 
stability. 

" B u t w h o is Dr M a h a t h i r now? A 
former nat iona l leader at the h e l m of 
the country a n d par ty for over two 
decades. M a n y in the cur r en t Cabinet 
were under h i s tutelage (anak didik). 

"It's i l log ica l for U m n o to s imply 
sack and cast h i m aside. T h e differ-
ences then a n d n o w are l ike sky a n d 
earth, " says Agus , w h o attended Dr 
Mahath i r ' s ta lk last Saturday. 

For Shamsu l , the expuls ion o f Dr 
Maha th i r f r om U m n o isn ' t the issue. 

" D r Maha th i r i s going th rough 

This Lat cartoon first appeared in the NST on Dec 14, 1985. 

someth ing s imi lar to Da tuk Ser i An-
w a r Ibrah im w h e n he got together 
w i t h non-governmenta l o rgan isa -
t ions a n d Pas leaders. By do ing this, 
he seems to be pande r ing to the more 
in f o rmed segment o f h is supporters . 
Bu t expe l l ing Dr M a h a t h i r w i l l not 
change anything. He w i l l cont inue 
ta lk ing anyway. I t w i l l be too n a r r o w 
a response. 

" W h a t needs to be done n o w is for 
the issues to be seen in the i r p roper 
context. Any th ing beyond that is 
pure ly emot iona l . ' ' 

Umno ' s supreme counc i l has ex-
pressed ful l suppor t for the leader-
ship o f A b d u l l a h , but on the g round , 
v iews are m ixed . 

A d iv is ional committee m e m b e r in 
Dr Maha th i r ' s home State o f K e d a h , 
contacted d u r i n g a b r eak in h is 
b r a n c h meet ing w h i c h went on we l l 
into the evening on Fr iday , explains. 

" D r M a h a t h i r is ou r tok (elder). We 
feel that the way we r espond to h i m 
must not be too excessive. There is 
sadness at the grassroots over the 
cur ren t state of affairs. We're appea l -
i n g t o Pak L a h a n d Dr M a h a t h i r t o 
f ind a reso lut ion. ' ' 

Terengganu U m n o in format ion 
chie f A h m a d Shabery Cheek says 
he's been meet ing a n d l is tening to 

m a n y lower- l ine pa r t y a n d c o m m u -
nity leaders in the past three weeks, 
s ince D r M a h a t h i r m a d e a n ear l i e r 
r o u n d o f c r i t i c i sm. 

"Init ial ly, there were m i x e d feel-
ings. Some felt we shou ld not react to 
Dr Maha th i r ' s c r i t i c i sm, because i f 
we d id , the issue cou ld escalate into 
an open confl ict between h i m a n d the 
top par ty leaders. 

" M y impress i on w a s that the grass-
roots wanted things to r e m a i n sober. 
They wanted U m n o a n d the Gove rn -
ment to look more closely at poss ib i l -
ities for reconc i l ia t ion. " 

But things s tar ted chang ing after 
Dr Maha th i r ' s ta lk last Saturday. 

" In my d iv is ion n o w (he i s K e m a -
m a n U m n o deputy chief), I notice that 
sent iments are shift ing. People are 
getting confused w h e n they see a n d 
h e a r Dr M a h a t h i r appea r ing a t the 
same event as Pas leaders a n d Da tuk 
I b r a h i m A l i , someone about w h o m 
they have s t rong reservat ions. They 
are ask ing w h y Dr M a h a t h i r i s do ing 
this . " 

A h m a d Shabery says that the 
grassroots ' p r i m a r y concerns are not 
the minut iae of the br idge issue or 
P ro ton , w h i c h many are not f ami l i a r 
w i t h in the f i r s t p lace . 

"They ' re not happy w h e n Dr M ap-

pears w i t h the Opposit ion. They say 
Dr M a h a t h i r seems to be s lowly mov -
i ng away f r o m his core fo l lowers, not 
the M a l a y mass outside the party , but 
the people a t g r o u n d level in U m n o 
who've endeared themselves to h i m . " 

A h m a d Shabery, w h o a s Fore i gn 
M in i s t r y pa r l i amen ta r y secretary 
has been he lp ing to p repare answers 
on the br idge issue, says prov id ing 
the explanat ions on the questions Dr 
M a h a t h i r ra i sed is not a p rob l em . 

" In fact, i f Dr M a h a t h i r has created 
the impress i on that he's c r i t i c i s ing 
Abdu l l ah ' s per fo rmance i n m a n a g -
i ng the economy, then we c a n also ex-
p l a in h o w D r M a h a t h i r , i n the ear ly 
p a r t o f h is admin is t ra t ion , faced s i m -
i l a r challenges. 

T h e p rob l em, says A h m a d S h a -
bery, i s in t r y ing to descr ibe w h y Dr 
M a h a t h i r has gone on the w a r p a t h . 

"It's h a r d e r to exp la in w h y he is 
c o m i n g out l ike th is , w h y he didn ' t 
ra ise this beh ind c losed doors , w h y 
he's associat ing w i t h people l ike 
I b r ah im A l i a n d Pas, a n d whe the r D r 
M a h a t h i r i s going to end up l ike 
Da tuk O n n Jaa far , w h o founded Um-
no but d id not die an U m n o member . 
A l l that we also have to exp la in , " he 
says. 

D r Maha th i r ' s recent cr i t ic isms 

have caught many by surpr i s e . B u t 
some w h o k n o w h i m we l l , l ike f o rmer 
par ty secretary-genera l Tan S r i Sab -
b a r u d d i n Ch ik , cou ld sense some-
th ing amiss ear ly on . 

"I've seen h i m since he re t i red . . . 
a n d a l though he never sa id i t out 
l oud , I cou ld sense he bel ieved that 
someth ing was not r i ght . ' ' 

Sabba rudd in , n o w a m e m b e r o f 
Umno ' s appeals pane l , was a m o n g 
the m a n y c iv i l servants Dr M a h a t h i r 
p i cked out a n d groomed. 

The fo rmer Cabinet m in i s t e r says 
opinions about Dr Maha th i r ' s c r i t i -
c isms are m ixed a m o n g pa r t y veter-
ans a n d members . B u t he believes 
there's st i l l " r o o m " for a reso lut ion . 

"Let 's t r y to give answers to a l l that 
he's ask ing . No need to 'whack ' h i m . 
Once we answer h i m proper ly , then 
he won ' t be able to do anything. " 

B u t w h a t i f Dr M a h a t h i r i s st i l l dis-
satisf ied w i t h answers? 

" T h e n I th ink many people w i l l , 
we l l , people l ike me , w i l l definitely 
th ink again. 

" B u t that's something we shouldn't 
th ink about now. Let's cross that 
br idge w h e n we get to i t , " says Sab-
ba rudd in . 

• razak@nst.com.my 


