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P E T A L I N G J A Y A : T h e H i g h C o u r t 
yesterday granted N e w Straits T i m e s 
Press Bhd deputy c h a i r m a n Da tuk 
K a l i m u l l a h H a s s a n an ex parte 
in junct ion against lawyer Mat th ias 
C h a n g , restraining him from repeat ing 
al legat ions made at a J u n e 13 press 
conference. 

K a l i m u l l a h ' s c ounse l , P rakash 
M e n o n , Said the' o rder by Just ice 
D a t u k R a n g Hwee Gee r es t ra ined 
C h a n g f r om repea t ing the w o r d s he 
h a d used a t the press conference, 
p e n d i n g t r i a l for de famat ion i n w h i c h 
K a l i m u l l a h h a d c l a i m e d damages o f 
R M 5 0 m i l l i o n . 

O n J u n e 15, C h a n g cha l l enged 
K a l i m u l l a h a n d Umno Youth deputy 
ch i e f K h a i r y J a m a l u d d i n to a debate 
on con t rove rs i a l i ssues r a i s ed by 
f o rmer p r i m e m i n i s t e r T u n Dr 
M a h a t h i r M o h a m a d . 

C h a n g w a s M a h a t h i r ' s f o r m e r 
p o l i t i c a l secretary, 

T h e fo re ign press a n d some l o c a l 
newspapers covered Chang ' s press 
conference d u r i n g w h i c h h e a lso 
swore on five h o l y books , i n c l u d i n g 
the Q u r a n . 

S ingapore 's The Straits Times, 
w h i c h f o rmer l y emp loyed K a l i m u l l a h 
as its co r r espondent , was a m o n g 
those w h i c h repor t ed the matter. 

M e n o n Said the case o n l y i nvo l v ed 
C h a n g , a n d no t The Straits Times as it 
h a d c o m p l i e d w i t h a d e m a n d for an 
apology a n d satisf ied o ther c l a i m s . 

E a r l i e r , M e n o n sa id , a d e m a n d 
letter w a s i s sued to C h a n g , a s k i n g 
h i m to apolog ise a n d pay damages . 

However , C h a n g r ep l i ed that h e d i d 
no t k n o w w h a t they w e r e t a l k i n g 
about a n d ins tead f i l ed a counte r - su i t 
for RM100 m i l l i o n for an ar t i c l e that 
K a l i m u l l a h h a d wr i t t en o n J u n e 11, 
W h i c h C h a n g c l a i m e d de famed h i m . 

M e a n w h i l e , S ingapore Press 

H o l d i n g s L t d p u b l i s h e d a n 
"unrese r ved apo logy " t o K a l i m u l l a h 
in yesterday's ed i t i on of The Strai ts 
Times for an art ic le i t p u b l i s h e d on 
J u n e 14. 

E n t i t l e d " M a h a t h i r l oya l i s t blasts 
Abdu l l ah ' s suppor te rs " , the ar t ic le 
quoted assert ions m a d e by C h a n g a t 
the J u n e 13 p ress conference. 

C h a n g w a s said to have l a u n c h e d a 
" b lus t e r ing , often r a m b l i n g attack a t 
an h o u r - l o n g press conference". 

"We w i s h t o c lar i fy that we do no t 
i n a n y w a y endorse o r c o n f i r m the 
assert ions made aga inst K a l i m u l l a h , " 
the newspape r sa id . 

"We fur ther a cknow l edge that we 
have no bas is to m a k e the assert ions. 

"We unrese rved l y apo log ise to 
K a l i m u l l a h for any distress, 
e m b a r r a s s m e n t a n d i n j u r y h e has 
suffered on accoun t o f the art ic le . We 
unde r t ake no t t o m a k e fur ther 
assert ions aga inst K a l i m u l l a h to the 
same or s i m i l a r effect," i t sa id . 


