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K U A L A L U M P U R : F o r m e r 
premier T u n D r M a h a t h i r 
M o h a m a d yesterday described 
D a t u k Seri N a z r i A z i z as a 
"hatchet, man" , saying momentum 
is be ing wea l ed to demonise and 
expel h i m f r o m U m n o . 

" N a z r i is what they call the 
hatchet-man. I don't care at. a l l for 
his op in ion , " he said. 

H e sa id the m o m e n t u m i s 
b u i l d i n g up in the newspapers , 
w i t h them p u b l i s h i n g pictures o f 
h i m w i t h oppos i t ion leaders . 

On the accusat ion by N a z r i 
that he i s n o w on the s ame 
platform as h i s detractors, 
M a h a t h i r said the funct ion 
attended b y h i m o n Saturday w a s 
o rgan i sed by non-governmenta l 
organisat ions, not by h i m . 

"Everyone was there. M a n y 
people shook hands w i t h m e a n d 
I s m i l e d . If people come a n d 
shake hands w i t h me; w h a t c a n I 
do? I gave a talk organised by 
N G O s and PAS came. I d id not 
organise the talk. I went there a n d 
they (PAS) w e r e there.. . so be i t " 

He also r e m i n d e d N a z r i that 
U m n o does not be long to him. 

"I t belongs to a l l Ma lays a n d 
he has no r ight to say W h o s h o u l d 
be in or out Before he was b o r n 
... I w a s already in U m n o . " 

M a h a t h i r sa id i f h e i s s t i l l 
p o p u l a r a m o n g the r a n k and file, 
i t will be difficult to remove h i m , 
bu t i t w o u l d be eas ier i f he i s 
first demon i sed . 

W h e n t o l d h i s comments h a d 
created disuni ty , he sa id he d i d 
not t h ink so, add ing m a n y people 
h a d been a s k i n g h i m i f anything: 
can be done a b o u t w h a t is 
happen ing in the country. 

" N o b o d y wan t s to take the 
r i sk to ta lk . . . i f y o u take the r i sk , 
y o u w i l l be punished." 

He sa id a m o n g those peop le 
w h o are "feel ing the p i n c h " a re 
min i s t e r s a n d m e n t r i besar w h o 
w a n t to be in the good books . 

"I have nothing to gain. I am 
retired and have no more 
ambi t ion . B u t w h e n people appeal 
to me a n d also because w h e n I 
see w r o n g things be ing done, I 
feel it is my duty. Nobody wants to 
Stick their neck out. so I did just 
l ike du r ing Tunku 's time." 


