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IT gives me great pleasure to be here 
today. You have honoured me by inviting 
me to address such an important gath-
ering of leaders of the Christian faith. It 

is not merely an honour for me. 
It is also an honour for my country, that you 

have chosen Malaysia as the venue for the 
meeting of your plenary commission. 

The fact that you are gathered here in a 
Muslim country gives me great hope that 
together we can tight the perception that 
religions are at war, and that civilisations are 
colliding. Your mere presence in Malaysia is 
a powerful statement against calls to war. It 
is a powerful statement against the rhetoric 
of hate and distrust that is so prevalent in the 
world today. 

I also welcome you warmly to Malaysia 
because I believe it is important for the 
citizens of this country to realise that tol-
erance of other religions goes beyond mere 
co-existence. 

It also means engaging with one another, 
creating and sustaining an open dialogue 
and building a permanent bridge of co-op-
eration through mutual participation. 

I come here not just as the Prime Minister 
of the host country, but as a Muslim who 
wants to initiate a dialogue with his Christian 
friends. So that we are able to talk in a world 
in which it seems increasingly difficult to do 
so. 

By now, those who are guests in Malaysia 
would have been told by your Malaysian 
friends about the uniqueness of our country. 
About multiculturalism and diversity flour-
ishing in this land of many cultures, lan-
guages and religions. You would, have been 
told that our strength as a nation comes from 
our differences. 



PROMOTING LOCAL FRUIT: Abdullah introducing local fruits to Metropolitan Gennadios 
(centre) and Naryekam John (right) after the meeting. 

O u r d i ve rs i t y does no t d i v ide us - i t u n i t e s 
us a n d b r i n g s us together . I do no t w a n t to 
c l a i m that the re a r e n o p rob l ems a m o n g the 
d i f f e rent e thn i c a n d r e l i g i o u s c o m m u n i t i e s i n 
M a l a y s i a . I do not w a n t to c l a i m tha t the r e 
a r e no la tent t ens ions a n d f rus t ra t i ons . 

T h e r e a re s t i l l v e r y m a n y th ings tha t w e 
need t o w o r k o n . B u t i f the w o r l d ever n e e d e d 
a l e s s o n in d i ve rs i t y a n d m a k i n g i t w o r k , I am 
con f ident tha t M a l a y s i a c a p be a showcase . 

M y c o u n t r y does n o t enjoy peace a n d h a r -
m o n y today by acc iden t . O u r f o u n d i n g fa -
the rs a n d m o t h e r s d i d no t leave i t t o c h a n c e 
tha t M a l a y s i a w o u l d become, a c a l m oas is o f 
m a n y cu l tu r e s a n d r e l i g i ons . W h a t W e enjoy 
t oday i s not s o m e t h i n g that w a s c r e a t e d 
ove rn i gh t . 

M a l a y s i a n s have w o r k e d h a r d for o u r 
peace , h a r m o n y a n d p rospe r i t y . We have h a d 
to sac r i f i c e a n d we have h a d to 
g i v e -and- take . W e have fought t e r r o r i s m a n d 
e x t r e m i s m in a l l i ts f o rms . We have p r o t e c t ed 
o u r many l anguages a n d r e l i g i ons s o tha t o u r 
peop le a r e f ree t o speak t h e i r m o t h e r 
t ongues a n d profess the r e l i g i ons o f the i r 
cho i ce . 

A c h i e v i n g a l l th i s w a s no t easy. A t the t ime 
o f i n d e p e n d e n c e , m a n y ou t s i d e r s v i e w e d 
M a l a y s i a a n d c o n c l u d e d that be fore l o n g , w e 
w o u l d d e s c e n d in to c i v i l w a r . Not Only d i d w e 
a vo i d th i s fate , b u t we b u i l t a n a t i o n a m i d a l l 
the cha l l enges a n d d i f f i cu l t ies f a c ed by 
pos t - co l on ia l states. T h e so - ca l l ed b u r d e n o f 
no t h a v i n g a h o m o g e n o u s c o u n t r y d i d no t 
des t roy u s , i t b r o u g h t the bes t ou t o f a l l o f 
us . 

T h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t V i r tue tha t i t b r o u g h t 
out i n M a l a y s i a n s w a s m o d e r a t i o n . M o d -
e r a t i o n h a s a lways e m b e d e x t r e m i s m . I t h a s 
g u a r d e d u s f r o m b i g o t r y a n d h a t r e d . I t h a s 
a l l o w e d us t o p r a c t i s e the t r u e t e a ch ings o f 
o u r respec t i ve r e l i g i ons . 

W h e t h e r i t i s I s l am , Chr i s t i an i t y , B u d -
d h i s m . H i n d u i s m . S i k h i s m o r any o f the o the r 
f a i ths p ro f e ssed by M a l a y s i a n s . N o n e en jo ins 
t h e i r f o l l owers t o ha te o r h u r t those w h o a re 
of a d i f ferent f a i th . By 
p r a c t i c i n g m o d e r a t i o n i n -
o u r respec t i ve fa i ths i n 
the p r esence o f f e l l ow c i t -
i z ens o f o ther fa i ths , we 
s tay t r u e to the t e a c h i n g s 
o f o u r r e l i g i o n s . 

A s P r i m e M i n i s t e r o f 
M a l a y s i a , I am no t a l e a d -
e r o f M u s l i m s , bu t a M u s -
l i m l e ade r o f a l l 
M a l a y s i a n s . The r e f o r e , I 
have a r e spons i b i l i t y no t j u s t to my fellow 
M u s l i m s , bu t a lso t o M a l a y s i a n s w h o pro f ess 
o ther r e l i g i ons as w e l l . I t i s my duty to ensure 
tha t t h e i r r i gh t s a r e p r o t e c t e d , tha t t h e y a r e 
free to p r a c t i s e t h e i r f a i ths , a n d that they a r e 
no t p e r s e c u t e d because they a r e no t f r o m the 
d o m i n a n t major i t y . 

I t i s my du ty to s p r e a d the message o f 
t o l e rance a m o n g a l l ; e spec i a l l y t o t h e M u s l i m 
major i ty . We have s e en in o the r count r i es , 
h o w ma j o r i t y g r o u p s c a n eas i l y p e r s e cu t e 
m i n o r i t i e s . W e have s een h o w m i n o r i t i e s a r e 
r o b b e d o f t h e i r f a i t h , t h e i r l i v e l ihood a n d 
t h e i r d igni ty . 

B u t p r o m o t i n g m o d e r a t i o n i s not easy. 
M a n y peop le p rac t i se t h e i r f a i t h i n abso lu t i s t 
t e r m s . To t h e m the r e is no c o m p r o m i s e wi th 
o thers . They a lso m i s i n t e r p r e t the v e r y re-
l i g i o n tha t they p ro f ess a n d c l a i m that the r e 
i s n o s u c h t h i n g a s m o d e r a t i o n o r a c c o m -
m o d a t i o n , a n d tha t the t each ings t h a t they 
be l ieve i n m u s t b e i m p l e m e n t e d i n a t o -
t a l i t a r i a n way . T h e y re fuse to t a k e i n t o ac-
count the context o f the m o d e r n w o r l d i n 
w h i c h w e l i ve . T h e y re fuse t o u n d e r s t a n d 
tha t s o m u c h o f r e l i g i ous t e a c h i n g i s s h a p e d 
b y the contex t o f the soc i e t y i n w h i c h i t 
o r i g i na t ed . 

F o r those w h o a r e r i g i d , d ogma t i c a n d 
abso lu t i s t , i t does no t m a t t e r w h e t h e r y o u a r e 
i n the 10th c e n t u r y o r 21st c en tu ry , y o u m u s t 
l i ve a c c o r d i n g t o the l i t e r a l t each ings o f y o u r 
r e l i g i o n . 

T h i s i s w h y I be l i eve i t i s i m p o r t a n t to c a l l 
for m o d e r a t i o n i n o u r respec t i ve r e l i g i ons . I f 
we f a i l t o do so, we r i s k h a v i n g o u r r e l i g i o n 

h i j a c k e d b y those w h o p r o m o t e h a t r e d a n d 
v i o l ence . 

We r i s k c e d i n g g r o u n d t o those w h o do no t 
see the n e e d to l i ve in peace w i t h o the r 
r e l i g i ons . We c a n n o t a l l o w o u r r e l i g i ons t o be 
t o r n a p a r t b y e x t r em i s t i m p u l s e s a n d ex-
c lus i v i s t doc t r ines . W e m u s t b e c o m m i t t e d i n 
p r o m o t i n g the va lues o f p eace , t o l e r a n c e a n d 
p lu ra l i t y . 

T h e l i n es o f con f l i c t t oday be tween re-
l i g i ons a n d c i v i l i sa t i ons a r e ev ident . In the 
eyes o f m a n y M u s l i m s , events i n the last th ree 
y ea r s s e e m to l end c r e d e n c e to the v iew tha t 
the C h r i s t i a n wes t i s , once a g a i n , a t w a r w i t h 
the Muslim world. Sept 11, the war in 

Afghanistan the war in Iraq and the war on 
terror have all taken religious undertones. 
A d a n g e r o u s b u t d o m i n a n t v i e w is tha t this 

i s a bat t le b e t w e e n good a n d ev i l . T h i s v i e w i s 
dange r ous , not j u s t b e c a u s e i t does no t a l l o w 
for any m i d d l e g r o u n d . I t is d a n g e r o u s be-
cause i t ex is ts on b o t h s ides o f the d i v ide . 
F u n d a m e n t a l i s t s o n bo th s ides h o l d e q u a l l y 
r i g i d v i e w s , r e c a s t i n g th is i n t o a r e l i g i o u s 
w a r , e v en i f they do no t e xp l i c i t l y say i t i s 
one. 

I t i s f a i r t o say tha t the re i s l ess t r u s t a n d 
g o o d w i l l b e t w e e n I s lam a n d C h r i s t i a n i t y 
t h a n the re w a s a f ew y ea r s ago. As in-
d i v i d u a l s a n d o r gan i sa t i ons , we s t i l l coex is t 
a n d co -opera te , b u t the c u r r e n t g l o b a l sce-
n a r i o h a s u n f o r t u n a t e l y b u r n t b i go t r y in to 
the co l l ec t ive consc i ence o f o u r r espec t i ve 
c o m m u n i t i e s . 

M a n y M u s l i m s the w o r l d over feel t ha t the 
w a r aga ins t t e r r o r i s a w a r aga ins t I s l a m a n d 
no a m o u n t o f r e a s s u r a n c e f r om the wes t tha t 
i t i s no t w i l l c onv ince t h e m o the rw i s e . 

T h e r e l u c t a n c e o f the wes t t o r e cogn i se a n d 
a d d r e s s r oo t causes o f t e r r o r i s m s e ems t o 
c o n f i r m the v i e w t h a t M u s l i m g r i e vances a re 
no t i m p o r t a n t . 

F o r e x a m p l e , the l a c k o f p r o g r e s s i n r e -
s o l v i n g the P a l e s t i n i a n i s sue con t inues to be a 
p r i n c i p a l c ause o f h a t r e d i n the M u s l i m w o r l d 

t o w a r d s those w h o have 
the power a n d in f luence 
t o p u s h the p rocess 
a l ong . Pa l e s t ine h a s be-
come a s y m b o l for the 
M u s l i m w o r l d . 

M u s l i m t e r r o r i s t s m a y 
no t have d i r e c t l i n k s t o 
Pa l e s t ine , bu t i t h a s be-
c o m e a s y m b o l for t h e i r 
cause . W e c a n n o t d e - l i n k 
Pa l es t ine f r o m the w a r 

aga ins t t e r r o r i s m . I k n o w tha t M u s l i m s a r e 
r e s p o n s i b l e for a n u m b e r o f the t e r r o r i s t acts 
c o m m i t t e d today. 

I a l so k n o w tha t they p u r p o r t to do a l l these 
ev i l th ings i n the n a m e o f I s l a m . B u t they a re 
i n the m i n o r i t y . T h e y d o no t s p e a k f o r I s l am. 
T h e y a r e m i s g u i d e d a n d t h e i r ef forts a r e 
g i v i n g I s l a m a b a d n a m e . 

B e c a u s e o f t h e i r ac t i ons , a n d the r e a c t i o n 
p r o v o k e d by t h e i r e f for ts , the ma j o r i t y o f 
M u s l i m s , w h o a re p eace fu l , m o d e r a t e a n d 
t o l e r an t o f o the r f a i ths , fee l as t h o u g h they 
a r e the v i c t i m s o f a g l o b a l c a m p a i g n aga ins t 
Islam. 

I a sk that y o u l o ok b e y o n d the s e n s a t i o n a l 
h ead l i n e s a n d o v e r s i m p l i f i e d , c a t e g o r i s a -
t i ons , s o tha t y o u c a n apprec i a t e the r e a l 
p r o b l e m s f a c i n g the M u s l i m w o r l d . 

W h a t we n e e d m o r e t h a n ever t oday i s a 
c o n c e r t e d ef fort to in i t i a t e i n t e r - f a i t h di-
a l ogues . 

We n e e d t o t a l k t o one a n o t h e r o p e n l y 
about the i ssues tha t i m p a c t on a l l o u r l ives. 
L e t u s g o b e y o n d a r g u i n g over d i f f e rences i n 
theo logy a n d r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e . 

A m e a n i n g f u l d i a l o gue w i l l no t be poss ib l e 
i f we do not r e spe c t e a c h o ther ' s f r e e d o m o f 
w o r s h i p . I s l a m enjo ins p l u r a l i s m a n d w e a r e 
r e m i n d e d o f i t i n the Q u r a n i c ve rse " to y o u 
y o u r r e l i g i on , t o me my r e l i g i o n " . Le t u s set 
as ide p u r r e l i g i o u s d i f f e rences a n d t a l k abou t 
the i ssues tha t affect a l l o f u s , w h a t e v e r o u r 
fa i ths . 

In just ices i n the g l o b a l f i n a n c i a l a n d t r a d -
i n g s y s t em , the th r ea t t o the e n v i r o n m e n t , 
pove r t y a n d d i sease ; these i s sues affect us 

w h e t h e r o r no t w e a r e M u s l i m s . C h r i s t i a n s , 
B u d d h i s t s o r H i n d u s . 

We m u s t see b e y o n d n a r r o w p a r o c h i a l i s m . 
F o r f a r too l o n g , the v a r i o u s r e l i g i o u s c o m -
m u n i t i e s o f the w o r l d hav e l i v ed a p a r t , a n d 
these d i v i s i o n s have b e e n s u s t a i n e d b e c a u s e 
Of a n a r r o w out look that sees r e l i g i ous i d e n -
t i ty in exc lus i v e t e r m s . 

Yet, w h a t does i t m e a n 
to be a C h r i s t i a n , a M u s -
l i m , a H i n d u or a B u d -
dh i s t t oday? Does i t m e a n 
b e l o n g i n g t o a n exc lus i v e 
g r o u p ? Does i t m e a n be-
l o n g i n g to a c o m m u n i t y 
tha t i s en t i r e l y sel f -de-
p e n d e n t a n d cut-o f f f r o m 
o t h e r s ? 

W e m u s t r e m i n d b u r -
selves tha t a l l the ma j o r 
r e l i g i o u s - c i v i l i s a t i o n sys-
t e m s o f the w o r l d have 
b e e n engaged i n m e a n -
ing fu l a n d p r a c t i c a l d i -
a l ogue for c en tu r i e s . Is-
l a m i c c i v i l i s a t i on w o u l d 
no t have deve loped as i t 
d i d w i t h o u t , s u s t a i n e d 
con tac t w i t h the J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n wes t , a n d 
w i t h S o u t h A s i a n , Southeas t A s i a n a n d C h i -
nese c i v i l i sa t i ons . 

L i k ew i s e : C h r i s t i a n c i v i l i s a t i on d e v e l o p e d 
i n con tac t w i t h I s l a m a n d w i t h the c u l t u r e s o f 
A f r i c a , A s i a a n d L a t i n A m e r i c a . 

I n t e r a c t i on h e t w e e n C h r i s t i a n i t y a n d I s l a m 
has r e m a i n e d p o r o u s , f lu id and f lex ib le . I t 
has a l l owed for the e n t r y o f n e w i d ea s , 
p h i l o s o p h i e s , a r t s a n d t echno log i es tha t en-
a b l e d b o t h t o benef i t . O u r s h a r e d co l l ec t i ve 
pas t h a s h o t b e e n free o f conf l i c t . 

W e k n o w tha t the r i s e a n d s p r e a d o f C h r i s -
t i an i t y a n d I s l a m - a s w i t h o the r r e l i g i ons -
h a s b e e n a c c o m p a n i e d b y w a r a n d con f l i c t . 

H o w e v e r , i t w o u l d be w r o n g t o say tha t the 
h i s t o r i c a l r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n C h r i s t i a n i t y 
a n d I s l a m w a s b a s e d so l e l y o n a n t a g o n i s m . 
C o n t r a r y t o those w h o c l a i m that I s l am has 
" b l o o d y b o r d e r s " w i t h C h r i s t i a n i t y , i t w a s i n 

c o m m u n i t i e s tha t s e r v e d 
as the con tac t po in ts or 
i n t e r f a ces b e t w e e n I s l a m 
a n d C h r i s t i a n i t y tha t we 
s a w the e m e r g e n c e o f so-
c iet ies tha t w e r e cos-
m o p o l i t a n , d i ve rse , ec lec-
t ic a n d cons tan t l y evolv-
i n g . I t w a s i n these s h a r e d 
t e r r i t o r i e s tha t b o t h M u s -
l i m s , a n d C h r i s t i a n s w e r e 
a t t h e i r m o s t o p e n , p l u -
r a l i s t i c a n d t o l e ran t ; w i t -
ness the C u l t u r a l v i ta l i t y 
a n d d y n a m i s m o f C o r d o -
b a a n d M o g h u l I n d i a . 

H i s t o r y t eaches us that 
w o r k i n g t oge the r has 
m a d e o u r c i v i l i sa t i ons 
r i c h e r a n d m o r e t o l e ran t . 

T h i s s p i r i t o f c o - o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n o u r re -
l i g i ons m u s t once a g a i n i l l u m i n a t e the w o r l d . 
F o r m i l l i o n s i n the w o r l d today the r e i s l i t t le 
t o l o o k f o r w a r d t o Pover ty , n a t u r a l d i s a s t e r s , 
w a r a n d conf l i c t affect too many . 

T h e r e a r e so lu t i ons t o m a n y o f the p r o b -
l e m s tha t h u m a n k i n d faces today. 

B u t s o m e t i m e s the s o l u t i o n s a r e no t f o r t h -
c o m i n g b e c a u s e we re fuse to b u i l d an in-
t e r n a t i o n a l c onsensus t h a t e a n genera te the 
p o l i t i c a l w i l l for c h a n g e 

T h i s i s w h e r e i n t e r - f a i t h d ia l ogue c omes 

''But if the world ever 
needed a lesson in 

diversity and making 
it work, I am confident 
that Malaysia 
can be a showcase.' 

' 'War and acts of 
terror must not be 

fought in the name of 
religion. Religion must 
guide us towards 
conflict resolution, 
towards peace, 
towards a more 
just and equitable 
world order.' 



MAKING THE GUESTS FEEL AT 
HOME: Abdullah meeting 
delegates at the opening of the 
meeting. 

in . There are values common to our faiths. 
Peace, friendship, co-operation. In Islam, 
there is the Quranic verse, "0 mankind! we 
created you from a single pair of a male and 
female, and made you into nations and 
tribes, that ye may know each other, not that 
ye may despise one another". 

Similarly, there is also the Bibl ical passage 
"they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into prun-
inghooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more". 

These are the common values we have, 
that if we hold on to these principles, we hope 
to God, that this world would be more peace-
ful in future. Let us be true to the teachings of 
our faith and find solutions to the world's 
problems through our shared values. 

The Palestinian issue or the conflict in Iraq 
are not just Musl im grievances. These prob-
lems are of universal concern. The Pales-
t inian problem is a problem of fundamental 
human rights and dignity. 

The Iraqi problem is a problem of securing 
peace and nation-building. 

In Malaysia, these problems have received 
widespread support from people of all faiths 
- Muslims, Christians, Buddhists, Hindus 
and others. 

We are thankful that the Catholic and 
Anglican churches stood up against the de-
cision to invade Iraq and saw the issue in 
universal terms. 

Similarly, globalisation that benefits the 
r i ch and not the poor is a global concern with 
no regard for the religion of those who are 
marginalised. 

With all these problems surrounding us, 
religion must be a beacon of hope. Religion 
must bring out the best in us and not the 
worst. War and acts of terror must not be 
fought in the name of religion. Religion must 
guide us towards conflict resolution, towards 
peace, towards a more just and equitable 
world order. 

I wish you well in our activities Over these 
few days. I hope that you let Kuala Lumpur 
and Malaysia; this time, this place, however 
imperfect or contradictory, speak to you 
against the backdrop of a world very much in 
need of the peace which makes justice pos-
sible and the justice which makes peace 
real. 

With al l its challenges and opportunities it 
has been our home, and has spoken to us. I 
hope you enjoy the hospitality of Malaysia. 

As you go about your deliberations, I ask 
you to join me in calling upon al l people of 
faith and al l people of goodwill to unite end 
work together for the sake of peace and 
justice. 

We cannot stand before a compassionate 
God while there is so much we have left 
undone because we are disunited. 
''There is so much we could do, having 

received one another, to receive others. 


