
RMlOOm boost for micro-credit scheme 

Abdu l l ah (right) and Naj ib in a show of suppor t for A I M at the anniversary ce lebrat ion yesterday. 

age o f ha rdco re poor had been 
r e d u c e d t o j u s t 5.7 p e r cent i n 
2004. 

W h e n the N e w E c o n o m i c Policy 
was l aunched in the 1970s, more 
than ha l f of the popu la t i on fell un-
d e r the category. 

A b d u l l a h was confident that 

m e r e w o u l d be no hardco re poor 
in the country by 2 0 1 0 . 

The Ikhtiar micro-credi t scheme 
was introduced to the hardcore 
poor in Sabak B e r h a m in 1986. 
but A I M only expanded its services 
nat ionwide w h e n it received a 
R M 2 0 0 m i l l i on interest-free l o a n 

f rom the Government in 1996 . 
A I M board c h a i r m a n Da tuk 

A m i h a m z a h A h m a d sa id i t c u r -
rent ly h a d 157.000 active m e m -
bers w h o rece ived loans f r om the 
agency. 

To date, he sa id , A I M h a d of-
fered loans total l ing R M 1 . 7 b i l l i on . 

T E M E R L O H : Its impressive t rack 
r e co rd h a s ea rned A m a n a h 
Ikhtiar M a l a y s i a a RIM 100 m i l l i o n 
boost from the Government . 

P r ime Min is t e r Datuk Seri Ab-
d u l l a h A h m a d B a d a w i sa id t h e 
ex t ra a l locat ion wou ld enable 
A m a n a h I k h t i a r M a l a y s i a ( M M ) , 
the most successful micro-cred i t 
agency i n the wo r l d , t o he lp m o r e 
ha rdco re poor in the country. 

I t w i l l also a l l ow the agency to 
create a spec ia l scheme to he lp its 
m e m b e r s w h o h a d managed to 
ra ise the i r incomes us ing the in i -
t i a l l oans prov ided by A I M . 

" A I M shou ld also locus on those 
w h o have successfully b rought 
themselves out o f t h e ha rdco re 
poor group," A b d u l l a h sa id w h e n 
l aunch ing the 20 th ann i v e r sa r y 
ce lebrat ion o f the Ikht iar m i c r o -
credit scheme here . 

Present al the function were 
Deputy P r ime Min i s t e r Datuk Ser i 
Naj ib R a z a k and Men t e r i Besar 
Datuk Ser i A d r i a n Yaakob. 

Re f e r r i ng to those w h o h a d in-
creased the i r ea rn ings as A I M 
"g raduates " , the' Prime M in i s t e r 
sa id they shou ld be g iven fu r the r 
he lp to improve the i r businesses 
and raise l i v ing s tandards . 

"Once they have become a 
s m a l l - o r med ium-sca l e industry , 
they c a n m e n apply for l oans f r om 
banks . " 

He s a i d the United Nat ions has 
commended Malays ia ' s effort to 
eradicate pove r t y as the percent -


