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KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. — The
Malaysia that Datuk Seri Abdullah

Ahmad Badawi envisages is a

Malaysia that cares, that is selfless :

that is kind and that is charitable.

"Whether it is tending to the ter-
minally ill, or risking one's life and
limb to pull a child out of a burning
building, or giving one's life to assist
a stranger under assault, the root of.
humanitarianism is the capacity to
care for a fellow human being.

"The values that define this ca-
pacity — the spirit of caring, of self-
lessness', of kindness and Of charity
— are the values that I would like to
see cultivated in our young today.

"We must hot forget to uphold and
develop these core values that make
us humans and uniquely Malaysian,"
the Prime Mister said last night at
the inaugural NSTP-PwC Young Hu-
manitarian Award.

In an emotive speech which
hustled the audience of top chief,
executives, non-governmental or-
ganisations and journalists, Abdul-
lah spoke fondly about his youth
"when Malaysia was a fledgling na-
tion, tentatively finding its way in the
world".

"We may not have had as many of
life's luxuries compared to pre-
sent-day Malaysia, but the milk of

human kindness was certainly abun-

dant," he said.

In his young days, it seemed that

people had more time for one an-
other and the pace of life was more
leisurely and forgiving. Also, com-
munities seemed to come together
and assist one another.

"I say this not because I believe we
should discount all our accomplish-
ments of the past five decades,

"l say this because I feel that it
would be a shame if we discard our
humanity in our headlong chase for

progress and material gain.

As we travel this road, we should R : i

be mindful that each of us bears the cooP WORKS RECOGNISED: Norlina kissing Abdullah's hand when she was announced as the winner of the inaugural NSTP-PwC Young Humanitarian Award 2003 last night. Raja Arshad (right)

responsibility to make ours a caring  applauds.
society.







