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K E P A L A B A T A S : P r i m e Min i s t e r 
D a t u k Se r i A b d u l l a h A h m a d 
B a d a w i wants a consor t ium of 
B u m i p u t e r a companies to be es-
tab l i shed quick ly to g rab oppor tu-
nit ies in the development of the 
n o r t h e r n corr idor . 

He sa id the consor t ium cou ld 
p lay a major role in s teer ing the 
economic , business a n d commer -
c ia l g rowth in the no r the rn c o r r i -
do r cover ing Perl is, K e d a h , Se-
be rang Pra i and nor th Perak. 

T h e proposa l for setting up such 
a conso r t ium was mooted by 
Penang U m n o Youth a n d A b d u l -
l a h sa id i t was a good idea w h i c h 
shou ld be acted on immediately. 

He sa id any delays could l ead to 
the consor t ium miss ing out on op-
portuni t ies to take pa r t in the de-
ve lopment o f the n o r t h e r n c o r r i -
dor , w h i c h is managed by govern-
ment - l i nked Sime Darby Group. 

" They (Sime Darby) a l ready 

Abdullah says Malays must not 
squander business opportunities 

have a first dra f t p l an to develop 
the n o r t h e r n corr idor . 

"The proposa l by Penang U m n o 
Youth is good and I hope they w i l l 
submi t their p l a n to f o r m the con -
so r t ium as soon as possible," he 

sa id . 
Abdu l l ah , w h o i s also U m n o 

pres ident a n d K e p a l a Batas Um-
no div is ion chief, sa id this in his 
speech w h e n off iciating at the 
U m n o K e p a l a Batas delegates 
meet ing here yesterday. 

The development o f the n o r t h -
e r n co r r idor forms pa r t o f the 
N i n t h Ma lays i a P l a n a n d i t covers 
the development o f ag r i cu l tu ra l 
areas w i t h a h i gh concentrat ion o f 
Ma lays . 

"These are areas w h i c h are less 
developed compared to other 
places l ike the K l a n g Valley. 

"We have to develop these areas 
to ensure people here are not left 
beh ind in nat iona l development," 
he sa id . ! 

A b d u l l a h also r e m i n d e d B u m i -
pu t e ra companies g iven contracts 
to avoid se l l ing off the i r projects to 
others. 

He sa id such attitudes h a d 
hampered efforts to ra ise the eco-
n o m i c status o f Malays . 

"The Ma lays mus t take note o f 

this. Do not b low away oppor tun i -
ties that are g iven to you. " 

Meanwh i l e , in a re la ted matter , 
A b d u l l a h said the Penang Gov-
e rnment shou ld ensure a more 
ba lanced development of the 
State. 

He noted that some places l ike 
Ba l i k Pu l au , w h i c h was a M a l a y 
majority a rea , were less devel-
oped compared to George Town. 

"If such areas Continue to be ne-
glected, then people there wou ld 
always feel they are be ing left out 
o f the r a p i d development tak ing 
place on the i s land . 

"I hope the State Government 
w i l l pay equa l attention to its 
backya rd areas. We don't w a n t 
certain, areas to be left out." 

A b d u l l a h sa id Penang w a s 
k n o w n as "s i l i con i s l a n d " as i t h a d 
a l l the in f rastructure , l ike a por t 
and an in ternat iona l a i rpor t . 

However, he sa id the admin is -
t ra t ion h a d a lot to do in t e rms of 
he lp ing ra ise the l i v ing s tandard 
o f Malays in Penang. 


