
'Dr M's criticisms 
hurting country' 
M U A R : It is unusua l for a for-
m e r leader lo dictate to the 
cur ren t P r ime Min is te r how 
the country should be run. 

U m n o vice-president Tan S r i 
Muhy idd in Yassin said, as 
s u c h , Tun Dr Maha th i r Mo-
hamad ' s cr i t ic isms of Datuk 
Ser i A b d u l l a h A h m a d Badawi 
h a d tarn ished the country 's 
reputation in the eyes of the 
world. 

He said Abdullah was carry-
ing out his responsibi l i t ies in 
the way and style he thought 
f i t based on the fundamenta ls 
bui l t by Dr Maha th i r himsel f . 

It is, therefore, strange for 
Dr Maha th i r to want to destroy 
what he h a d spent years to 
bu i l d . 

Muhy idd in also said that 
some U m n o m e m b e r s wanted 
to k n o w why the par ty was 
pract i s ing double s tandards 
by n o t tak ing any ac t ion 
against the f o rmer par ty pres-
ident for his cr i t ic isms against 
the present leadership. 

To this, the Ag r i cu l tu re a n d 
Agro -based Industries M i n i s -
ter s a i d that wh i l e any p a r t y 
m e m b e r w h o f l ou ted Umno ' s 

constitution would face the 
music taking action against 
Dr Mahathir would not settle 

the issue but wou ld give rise to 
more prob lems. 

He said the Government 
wou ld , however, cont inue to 
exp la in to the people issues 
ra i s ed by Dr Maha th i r . 

The t ime, he sa id , wou ld 
come w h e n the people wou ld 
unde r s tand what was r ight . 

"Le t h i m (Dr Mahath i r ) say 
wha t he wants to say. 

"He w i l l have to s low clown 
w h e n people (start to) ra i se 
quest ions on wha t he had 
sa id . " Muhy idd in sa id after 
opening the jo int delegates' 
conference for the U m n o 
Youth, Wan i t a a n d Puteri 
wings o f the Pagoh d iv is ion 
here yesterday. 

He also sa id neither the Gov-
e rnment no r U m n o leaders 
h a d any intention to cal l on Dr 
M a h a t h i r to stop h is cr i t i -
c isms. 

"S ince he started the attack, 
i t w o u l d be up to h i m to stop," 
he sa id , add ing that the for-
m e r p r em ie r was awa r e o f the 
impac t o f h is actions. 


