
C H A N G L U N : "We respect y o u as a 
leader but we disagree w i th your deci-
s ion to be a delegate at the parry's gen-
e ra l assembly." 

That was the sent iment o f 32 Umno 
branches in the K u b a n g Pasu div is ion 
over T u n Dr M a h a t h i r M o h a m a d ' s in-
tent ion to represent the d iv is ion at the 
genera l assembly in November . 

M o h d Yusof J a m a l u d i n , a 
spokesman for the 32 branches , sa id 
D r M a h a t h i r shou ld w i t h d r a w f r om 
contesting a delegate's post to protect 
h i s dignity as f o rmer p r i m e minister, 

U m n o pres ident a n d c h a i r m a n o f the 
divis ion. 

" E v e n i f he contests, we cannot 
promise he w o u l d be chosen," he sa id . 

The contest to select seven delegates 
w i l l be he ld on Sept 9 . 

He suggested Dr M a h a t h i r f ind an-
other channe l to ra ise h is concerns 
about the par ty a n d Government . 

"We regret T u n Dr Maha th i r ' s dec i -
s ion to contest s ince i t w o u l d m e a n 
b r ing ing h imse l f d o w n to a delegate's 
level," Yusof, w h o is also K a m p u n g 
Be lukar/Bendang C e r u k U m n o b r a n c h 

chair man. 
The 32 b ranches are cons idered the 

most in f luent ia l among the 146 in the 
K u b a n g P a s u U m n o div is ion. 

Its m e m b e r s inc luded div is ion cha i r -
m a n Da tuk J o h a r i B a h a r u m , h is 
deputy A h m a d Z a i n i Japa r , v ice-chair -
m a n A m a n K h a n M d Husse in and sec-
re tary S a m s u d d i n A h m a d . 

Yusof also sa id the group fully sup-
por t ed P r i m e Min i s t e r a n d U m n o pres-
ident D a t u k Se r i A b d u l l a h A h m a d 
B a d a w i a n d recognised D r Mahath i r ' s 
contr ibut ions to the div is ion. 

Don't bother to contest, Dr M told 


