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K U A L A LUMPUR: F r o m an o rd ina ry En-
g l ish work ing-c lass w o m a n , N a n c y T. 
S immons became an overnight celebrity. 
A l l because o f the T u n k u . 

T h e f i r s t P r i m e Min i s t e r had inv i ted 
he r to M a l a y a to wi tness the p r o c l ama -
t ion of Independence in 1957 a n d that 
sent me m e d i a into a frenzy. 

She was t h e n a single 40-year-o ld L o n -
doner l i v ing in a one -bedroom f la t , e a r n -
ing a month ly sa la ry of $300 as a govern-
ment d r i ve r for dignitar ies. 

T u n k u A b d u l R a h m a n Pu t ra al-Haj 
w a s one of t h e m . A n d they became good 
fr iends, co r respond ing w i th each other. 

The g r ow th o f the i r f r i endship can be 
t raced th rough letters they h a d wr i t t en 
to e a ch other a n d newspaper art ic les. 

M a n y of these are now in the hands of a 
M a l a y s i a n . 

Newspape r art ic les about h e r v is i t to 
M a l a y a , photographs and Tunku ' s letters 
to he r da ted be tween Feb 23 , 1956 a n d 
Dec 1 ,1975 were purchased by p u b l i s h -
e r a n d col lector Da tuk M o h a m a d Z a k i 
A h m a d for a "very expensive p r i c e " in 
2003 . 

The re we re five other b idders for the 
h is tor ic i tems in London . Z a k i l earnt be-
fore the b idd ing process that S i m m o n s ' 
h a d d ied as a spinster live years ear l ier . 

T h e letters indicate that the T u n k u re-
garded h i s d r i ve r as a good f r i end w h o 
served h i m w e l l d u r i n g h i s visits t o L o n -
d o n to negotiate Independence for 
Ma laya . 

She b e came a "hot n e w s " i t e m even 
before l eav ing fo r M a l a y a as B r i t i s h re-
por t e rs ta i l ed h e r wh i l e she p r epa r ed for 
h e r j ou rney t o M a l a y a . 

T h e repor ts even documented what 
she h a d bought : gay-pr inted cotton 
frocks, an icy-b lue cotton evening gown 
with an off-the-shoulder neck l ine a n d 
s m a l l sleeves. 

She went th rough A thens , K a r a c h i , 
Ca lcut ta , Bangkok a n d S ingapore t o g e l 
to K u a l a L u m p u r . And the Press fo l lowed 
h e r wh i l e she was in K u a l a L u m p u r , de -
ta i l ing a lmost every th ing she d i d . 

" S h e h a d r ice a n d c u r r y for l u n c h , " 
c r i ed out one headl ine in the B r i t i s h 
Press. " N a n c y S immons V.I.P.: Jus t an or-
d i n a r y g i r l , but for two weeks N a n c y 
knew the th r i l l o f f ame" another headl ine 
flashed. 

She was cer ta in ly g iven V IP treatment, 
staying at the Fede ra l H o t e l — t h e newest 
hote l at that t ime bui l t spec ia l ly to house 
v is i t ing d igni tar ies . The r e she w a s 
se r ved " a n exotic m e a l w i t h F a s t e r n spe-
c ia l i t ies" ar id g iven a bottle of c h a m -
pagne p laced i n an ice bucket . 

A n d for a change, she was chauf feured 
a r o u n d K u a l a L u m p u r . 

S immons w a s also r epor t ed to have 
b e en granted an aud ience w i t h the Yang 
d i -Pe r tuan Agong . 

She also met Cabinet min is te rs a n d 
pr inces a n d attended state banquets , 
ga rden par t i es a n d a wa t e r pageant. 

T h e T u n k u apparent ly confided i n 
S i m m o n s — affectionately k n o w n as 
'Bunny ' . 

He spoke to h e r about h is c once rn over 
the M a y 13 , 1969 , inc ident , h i s hea l th 

i t s 

ABOVE: Simmons was invited to witness 
the proclamation of Independence in 
1957. LEFT: Zaki bought the letters and 
news articles for a hefty sum. 

wor r i e s a n d asked he r t o f ind an afford-
able house in London for h i m to buy. 

The T u n k u even asked S immons , 
th rough a letter dated Oct 7, 1966 , for a 
good b a k e r y in L o n d o n f r om w h i c h t o o r -
der a cake for a f r i end . 

He also to ld her on J a n 28 , 1970, that 
he h a d to sc rap h is p lans to buy a house 
i n L o n d o n after r u n n i n g l o w o n funds. 

T h e Fa ther o f the Na t i on r e m e m b e r e d 
S i m m o n s as a k ind a n d c h a r m i n g V I P 
represent ing the B r i t i s h w o r k i n g c lass at 
the M e r d e k a celebrat ions. 

Z a k i , 52, sa id he k n e w o f the d o c u -
ments after m a k i n g a reques t to h is net-
w o r k o f dealer f r i ends 

" I a d m i r e d the T u n k u very m u c h s ince 
mee t ing h i m personal ly after he re t i red , " 
he sa id . 

Z a k i sa id the letters showed that 
T u n k u was a h u m b l e , s incere a n d honest 
m a n whi l e be ing a po l i t ic ian, a pr ince 
and a leader. 

" I th ink he was ins t rumenta l in foster-
i n g r a c i a l h a r m o n y f r om the s tar t , "sa id 
Z a k i . 

Z a k i p lans to revea l the documents at a 
pub l i c exh ib i t ion soon. 


