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K U A L A L U M P U R : H e h a d t o 
put h i s best foot f o rwa rd . 
The r e was no r o o m f o r e r r o r 
for Pi lot Officer K a n a g a n d r a m 
K a n d i a h . 

Not w h e n the who l e na t i on 
was wa t ch ing h i m stride out, 
l e ad ing a g roup of schoo l 
cadets of the Federat ion of 
M a l a y a A i r T r a in ing Corps 
a long J a l a n Ra ja here i n f r o n t 
of the Se langor C lub padang 
(now Dataran Merdeka ) . 

I t was t h e f i r s t M e r d e k a D a y 
pa rade o n A u g 3 1 , 1 9 5 8 . 

T h e Yang d i -Per tuan A g o n g 
T u a n k u A b d u l R a h m a n a n d 
P r i m e Min is t e r Tunku A b d u l 
R a h m a n P u t r a were the 
guests o f h o n o u r . 
' ' I r e m e m b e r that m o m e n t 
v i v i d l y , ' ' s a i d K a n a , 7 1 . H e w a s 
23 in 1958. "It was a big day 
for u s . We had a r ehearsa l the 
n i gh t before a n d put up a t the 
corps headquar ters a t Sunga i 
Bes i A i rpo r t . 

" O n parade day, we w e r e up 
a t 4 a m for breakfast . T h e n we 

j o ined the rest of the r egu la r 
forces p r e p a r i n g for the 
m a r c h of o u r lives." 

F r o m then on , K a n a led t h e 
A T G cadets a t p a r a d e s ' un t i l 
the corps w a s d i sbanded in 
1964. 

The r e was no m a r c h past 
w h e n T u n k u proc la imed Inde-
pendence at M e r d e k a S i a d i -
u i n o n A u g 3 1 , 1 9 5 7 . 

" I was there at 7 a m to w i t -
ness the h i s to r i c moment . T h e 
night before, I was a m o n g 
thousands w h o ce lebrated the 
lower ing o f the U n i o n Jaek at 
the padang as the c l o ck at the 
Su l t an A b d u l S a m a d bu i l d ing 
s t ruck at midnight. ' ' 

K a n a has always believed in 
community service and dur ing 
the M a y 13, 1969 riots, he 
helped ease tensions in his J a -
l a n Peel neighbourhood here. 

"I approached the distr ict 
pol ice chie f to organise a s ig -
nature c a m p a i g n a m o n g the 
mu l t i - r a c i a l residents, p l edg -
i n g ho t to create any prob l ems 
a n d suppor t peaceful c o m m u -
nity l i v ing . " 

He went on to start the Bukit 

B a n d a r a y a Residents ' A ssoc i -
at ion here i n Bangsar i n 1974. 
K a n a used h is house i n J a l a n 
P u d i n a as the association's of-
fice and w i t h the help; o f h i s 
four ch i l d r en , d istr ibuted 
newslet ters on the i r activities. 

" The effort ga ined m o m e n -
t u m . Soon , 500 homes sup-
ported our efforts to make our 
ne ighbourhood safe fo l lowing 
a spate of burg lar i es a n d 
sna tch thefts. Today, the asso-
c ia t ion serves 1,400 homes, " 

first parade... 

Kanagandram believes in 
serving the community 

K a n a , w h o i s v ice-president 
of the associat ion, later 
helped; f o r m the M a l a y s i a n 
C r i m e Prevent ion F o u n d a -
tion's Bangsa r b r a n c h , o f 
w h i c h h e is the secretary, 

F o r h is efforts, K a n a was 
n a m e d "Mos t Outs tand ing Cit-
i z e n " b y the l i o n s C lub i n 
1983 . 

A b i g f an of E l v i s Presley, 
K a n a enjoys the fact that he 
shares his b i r thday w i t h the 
K i n g o f R o c k — J a n 8 , 1935 . 

Kanagandram a n d Co rpo ra l Dav id Leong, o f the Singapore A i r 
Tra in ing Corps , with f rances Preston (second f rom lef t ) a n d 
Beryl Davis at Bond i Beach, Sydney, in 1955. 

K a n a began h i s career w i t h 
the L a b o u r Depar tment as an 
administrat ive c lerk in 1956. 

He went on t o serve the e d u -
cat ion, treasury, forestry a n d 

agr icu l ture departments be-
fore re t i r ing as an admin i s t ra -
tive officer w i t h the Petaling 
Distr ic t enterta inment l icens-
tag depar tment in 1984 . 


