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ok S easy to take peace and -

stability for granted when one has

- known nothing else. .+~ -

But these who have been

through or witnessed turbulent
events in our nation’s fustory know
that there’s nothlng qulte as precmus
as peace.

It is for this reason that Medla ana
chairman Datuk Abdul Mutalib Datuk.
Seri Mohamed Razak hopes that TV3's -

‘Merdeka-inspired documentary Jungle
Green Khaki Brown — Malaya’s Fight
A ainst Terrorism, will open the eyes
the younger generation to the-
unportance of peace, stability.and unity. .

To be aired every Monday beginning
“tomorrow, the documentary chronicles
the 12-year jungle war fought by
-British and Malay forces against .

-the army of thé Communist Party of
Malaya.

The ‘idea for the documentary —
eight 30 minute episodes — was borne
out of the beok Malayan Emergency -
—:1948 to 1960 Revisited) written

- by kit Col (R) Mohd Azzam Mohd Hanif
(zhews Abdul Mutalib helped edit the

“boek ‘and wrate a couple of chapters.

- Fhe book was I&u;nched in Mayby

: ané»Mimster Datuk

And Abdul Mutahb knews tbat there
is ne better impact than a pictorial to
spark the interest of the young. .
“You can write reams and reams .
about the Emergency and the
communist terrorists but fo'me’ ~
it’s an exercise in futility because
people, especially the:young; don’t
read anymere. But a picture pamts a
thousand words.”.

The completed book soon led to the A

idea for a decumentary. - -

“I came up with a synopsis “and went
to meet (Culture, Arts and Heritage
‘Minister). Datuk Seri Rais Yatim. He:

_said it was a good idea especially.
“sincerit coincided with the Merdeka
celebrations;

“The ministry gave us some “fiinds

“for:the preject through FINAS. We also
secured addmomﬂ sponsofship’ from
TM Net”

With that, Abdul Mutalib and‘a TV3
crew headed by producer Abdul Aziz
Hassan spent the next eight months

. sourcing footage on the Emergency and -
interviewing M&laystans from Sultans

to the mata- mata (policeman) on theu'

experiences. .~
Ahdul Mutahb personally mtemewed

willing to come yforward and talk

{ ~ their experiences. We even went to
~ South Thailand in the hope of speaking -

to some of the former terrorists

" but they did not want to-say much

~_although they allowed us to take still

- -pictures.

“We hope the documentary gwes a
rounded view-of events.” ;

The team also visited sites where
'some of the main events took place. -
Among them was the: Enfield Estate in
Sungai Siput where the communists -
murdered three British planters -on
June 16, 1948, leading the British to_

- ~declare a state of emergeney in Malaya

-as they fought the insurgents. -

.7 By the time the conflict ended,

% 2,478 civilians, 1,346 members of the

< ... 4. Malay forces and 519 British military

.-/ personnel had been killed: Some 810
' _civilians were recorded missing.

.. The documentary whieh cost-more - -
than half a million ringgit to produce -
does not re- enact scenes of the,

- Emergency:. :

- “What we did was S to. mtertwme -
the interviews with the footage found

_“in the archives of the Malaysian and

~British authormes and television

- stations to give an aecurate picture of

¥ ‘what transpired,” says Abdul Mutalib. -

""" He hopes the documentary, which

- will feature popular playwright Joe . -

‘Hasham narrating the events, will
-strike a chord .among Malay51a.ns,
especxa]ly the younger onés.

“The idea is o instil a sense of

-patnotlsm among them.

“Yes, we are living in good times but

“we should not forget that history can
be repeated if we are not careful: We
should not be too complacent about

_the peace and- ‘stability which 'we enjoy

- because terror is, everywhere.

“Ii appears in many forms. and
anything that instils fear is terror. But
as: long as we are aware of this, we
can learn from the léS‘iOl’lS of our past

< he says




