
It's final - no scenic bridge 

ON-SITE TOUR: Senai A irport Termina l Services Sdn Bhd chief executive officer Datuk Sidik Shaik O sman (centre) br ief ing Abdu l lah 
about its Operations in Johor yesterday. W i t h t hem are the company ' s chairman Datuk Ismail Yusof (right), Ment r i Besar Datuk 

Abdu l Ghan i O thman (fourth f r om left) and Health Min ister Datuk Dr Chua Soi Lek (left). 

By NELSON BENJAMIN, 
ZAZALI MUSA, MARSHA TAN 
and TEH ENC HOCK 
newsdesk@thestar.com.my 

JOHOR BARU: The Government 
w i l l not budge from its decision 
to scrap the scenic bridge pro-
ject, says Datuk Seri Abdul lah 
Ahmad Badawi. 

The Pr ime Min is te r said the 
decision was made in the inter-
est of the people and after dis-
cussions in the Cabinet. 

Abdu l l ah was c ommen t ing 
on former p r em ie r T u n Dr 
M a h a t h i r M o h a m a d ' s state-
ment that he w o u l d stop mak -
ing remarks i f the bridge 
across the Johor Stra i t was 
bui l t . 

"He can say anything but I am 
the pr ime minister and I have a 
job to do. 

"Once a decision is made, it is 
made, ' ' he told newsmen after 
launching the MSC Cyberport 
Johor here yesterday. 

Cyberport, Johor's equivalent 
of Cyberjaya, hopes to attract 
some 200 local and foreign 
companies w i t h investments 
Worth R M 4 0 0 m i l w i t h i n the 
next year. 

Asked whe the r there was a 
poss ib i l i ty that the br idge pro-
ject w o u l d be rev ived later, 

A b d u l l a h just kept quiet and 
shook his h e a d i n d i c a t i n g 
"no" . 

On whether issues regarding 
Dr Mahath i r were raised dur -
i n g a c losed-door mee t ing 
w i t h Johor Umno leaders he ld 
earl ier in t h e day, A b d u l l a h 
sa id severa l quest ions we re 
raised but after the discussions 
he d i d not t h i n k any n e w 
issues w o u l d be brought up by 
the state Umno . 

Abdul lah promised the peo-
ple of Johor that development 
in the state wou ld not just focus 
on its southern region. 

He said it would be extended 
throughout the state and 
beyond its boundaries to Ma-
lacca and the Klang Valley. 

A long w i th the development, 
the Government Wou ld also 
work on reducing cr ime and 
social ills in the state. 

"In o rder to deve lop and 
ensure ongoing foreign direct 
investment in the state, it is 
crucial to ensure that safety is 
maintained," he added. 

He also gave his assurance 
that the latest technolog ica l 
advances w o u l d be used to 
help the police f ight c r ime in 
Johor. 


