
''Yes, Malaysians may be more mature now, but issues like race 

and religion are still sensitive, even a mature country like 

America is sensitive about race and religion.' 
Abdullah 

'LOANS FOR A L L RACES ' 

Abdullah and Ong at the general assembly yesterday. With them are MCA deputy president and Transport Minister Datuk Seri Chan Kong 
Choy (left) and Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak. 

KUALA LUMPUR: T h e S M E B a n k 
a n d other government- lending 
institutions for entrepreneurs 
mus t not d iscr iminate against 
non-Ma lay bus inessmen app ly ing 
for loans. 

Th is was the P r i m e Min is ter ' s 
response to grouses f r om Chinese 
s m a l l - a n d med ium-s i ze enter-
pr ises a n d i t d r e w s t rong ap-
p lause f r om delegates at the 
M C A ' s 5 3 r d a n n u a l genera l as-
sembly yesterday. 

"The S M E B a n k shou ld not dis-
c r iminate against any party. It 
shou ld provide a id to a l l app l i -
cants regardless o f race , ' ' Da tuk 
Se r i A b d u l l a h A h m a d B a d a w i 
sa id in his opening address at the 
meet ing. 

He added that s u c h prob lems 
were also ra i sed by Chinese m i n -
isters at the Cabinet level a n d dis-
cussed "openly a n d honest ly" . 

" I have t aken note o f wha t O n g 
h a d sa id in h i s speech about the 
compla ints by Chinese business-
m e n , " he added, r e f e r r ing to the 
pres ident ia l address ear l i e r by 

M C A pres ident Datuk Ser i Ong Ka 
T ing . 

Ea r l i e r this mon th , Ong led a 
group o f Chinese bus inessmen 
from gui lds a n d associat ions in a 
three -hour dialogue w i t h A b d u l -
l a h on economic issues a n d c h a l -
lenges faced by non -Ma lay en-
t repreneurs . 

A b d u l l a h sa id the Government 
wan t ed to enlarge the economic 
pie as i t w o u l d then be easier to 
share . For example , he sa id , a 
s m a l l Chinese fami ly -owned shop 
cou ld consider pa r tne r ing w i t h 
Ma l a y l andowners to enlarge a n d 
diversify their business by se l l ing 
products to a l l races a n d a n d em-
ploying a mu l t i - r a c i a l work force . 

"Th i s is wha t I m e a n by en la rg -
ing the pie to share the benefits." 

He also r eassured the Chinese 
communi t y over some r a c i a l re-
m a r k s that h a d caused une as i -
ness. 

He sa id Umno apprec ia ted the 
" loya l fr iendship ' ' o f M C A d u r i n g 

its diff icult t imes. 
"Whatever the p rob l em, we sti l l 

see the to lerance, modera t i on 
a n d consensus o f Bar i san Nas i on -
a l -component part ies. 

" A s BN c h a i r m a n , I unde r s t and 
my responsibi l i ty to the coal i t ion 
and the people w h o come f r om 
different races and pract ise d i f -
ferent re l ig ions." 

He sa id some people were st i l l 
d iscuss ing A r t i c l e 121(a) of the 
Federa l Const i tut ion on the ju r i s -
d ict ion o f Sya r i ah a n d c iv i l courts 
a n d other sensitive issues. 

They thought that since 
Ma lays i ans were n o w more ma-
ture , the Government shou ld al-
l ow the d iscuss ion to cont inue, he 
added. 

"Yes, Ma lays ians may be more 
mature now, but issues l ike race 
a n d re l i g i on are st i l l sensitive, 
even a mature country l ike A m e r -
i c a is sensitive about race a n d re-
l i g ion. 

" A s h u m a n beings, we can ' t 
avoid fee l ing sensitive w h e n race 
a n d re l i g i on are brought up . I f we 
can ' t cont ro l the prob lems as a r e -
sult (of uncont ro l l ed discussion), 

then it is better to avoid them. 
" W h e n one par ty ra ises an ar-

gument , another par ty responds 
a n d so on . My advice to everyone 
is no t to ra i se issues that w o u l d 
m a k e things diff icult for a l l o f us . " 

On Chinese nat ional-type 
schools, he sa id i t w a s impor tan t 
to ensure the pupi ls were taught 
h o w to l ive in a mu l t i r a c i a l c o u n -
try a n d to avoid r a c i a l prejudices. 

"Th i s also goes for students in 
other v e rnacu la r schools a n d re l i -
gious schools." 

Later , after l aunch ing the Na-
t i ona l Waterco lour A r t s Fest ival 
at the Nat iona l A r t Gal lery , Ab-
d u l l a h advised leaders to be care -
fu l w h e n m a k i n g po l i t i ca l state-
ments. 

H i s statement was also d i rected 
at deputy U m n o Youth chie f 
K h a i r y J a m a l u d d i n over h is re-
cent statements that d r e w the ire 
o f M C A a n d the Chinese c o m m u -
nity. 

K h a i r y h a d stated wh i l e open-
i n g an U m n o Youth d iv is ion meet-
i n g that the Chinese w o u l d take 
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advantage o f Ma l a y d isuni ty i f 
U m n o was not uni ted. 

" M y advice to K h a i r y a n d other 
leaders is that we ought to be 
care ful w h e n m a k i n g statements, 
as some statements w h e n made 
in re lat ion to specif ic issues c a n 
cause m isunders tand ing . 

" In B a r i s a n Nas iona l , we have 
part ies that represent different 
races so we shou ld be care ful 
w h e n speak ing about specif ic is-
sues," he sa id , add ing that K h a i r y 
shou ld exp la in w h a t he meant by 
h is statement since i t h a d t u r n e d 
into an issue. 

Kha i r y , w h o is also Abdu l l ah ' s 
son- in- law, h a d c l a imed that he 
was misunders tood a n d h a d nev-
er in tended to h u r t the feelings of 
the Chinese community . 

A s k e d i f he cons idered Kha i r y ' s 
statement as extremist a n d 
whe ther he (Khairy ) shou ld apo l -
ogise, A b d u l l a h sa id i t depended 
on wha t exact ly he h a d sa id a n d 
meant . 

He sa id he was not ent ire ly cer-
ta in about K h a i r y ' s r emarks . 


