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Exit like 
a statesman 

WHEN THE tears have dried up and 
the disappointment and anger have 

subsided, Tun Dr M a h a t h i r 
Mohamad should conso le himsel f 

vwith the thought that it was love that 
killed b i d to cry to the Umno 

general a s s e m b l y this November. 
He should be grateful that in the 
twilight years of h is life and three 
years after he r e l i n q u i s h e d power to 
a successor of his choice , he is still so 
much loved by party m e m b e r s that 
they refused to al low him to m a k e a 

spectac le of h imsel f a t the asscmbly . 
A n d what more c o n s o l i n g is the 

knowledge that among those w h o 
want him to attend but only as a, 

dignified and respected guest and a 

VVIPP are International Trade and 
Industry Minister Datuk Seri Raf idah 

Aziz and M i n i s t e r in the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r ' s D e p a r t m e n t Datuk Seri 
Nazri Aziz. 

Rafidah has been the target of his 
cr i t i c i sms a n d s c o r n over the A P 
issue w h i l e N a z r i had t h r o w n back 
o n b e h a l f o f p r i m e m i n i s t e r Datuk 
Seri Abdullah Ahmad B a d a w i the 
barbs Mahathir intended for h is 
successor while the latter was 
m a i n t a i n i n g h i s "elegant silence." 

A scene at a gathering in a house 
in Kubang Pasu on Tuesday evening 
saw a speaker saying: ' 'As he had 
been o u r respected d i v i s i o n a n d 
national leader a n d benefactor for 
two decades, do we want to a l l o w 
h t m in his old age - w h e n he is 
probably i n c a p a b l e o f m a k i n g the 
right d e c i s i o n a n y m o r e - to b e c o m e a 
delegate a n d to suf fer a l l m a n n e r o f 

indignities? We must protect him and 
scield him.'' 

Indeed that had been the role 
adopted by s o m e newspaper editors 
occasionally in the days w h e n he w a s 
the p r i m e m i n i s t e r : to protect 
M a h a t h i r f r o m his o w n excessive 
v e h e m e n c e a n d t o m a k e M a h a t h i r 

delegate a n d h a d l o s t H e m u s t b e 
c h a g r i n e d to k n o w that he was 
delealed by the very Umno patronage 
system that be h i m s e l f ' h a d he lped to 
n u r t u r e and perfected dur ing , his 22 
years as l eader of the party - a party 
he re-created in his own image in 
1987. 

M a h a t h i r h a d , thus, been stopped 
i n h i s tracks i n h is b i d t o embarrass 
the party l e a d e r s h i p by, sitt ing - he, 
be ing a p r u n e m i n i s t e r a n d party 
president for m o r e than two decades 
- a m o n g the o r d i n a r y delegates, 

F o r c e r t a i n , had h e w o n , h e w o u l d 
never fai l to get the attention of the 
delegates everyt ime h e w a l k e d u p o r 
d o w n the isle as he m a k e h i s w a y to 
his seat or m a k i n g ah exit out of the 
h a l l . A h , they are u p there, s o grand, 
w h i l e w e are h e r e l i s tening t o a l l 
their spin. 

That is e n o u g h even i f he fai led to 
get the c h a n c e to speak. If he gets the 

look good, But the party voters of 
K u b a n g Pasu - his o w n ward where 
m a n y o f his o l d f r i e n d s f r o m his pre-
w a r Pekan R a b u days l ive a n d w h e r e 
he had s h o w e r e d t h e m w i t h a l l 
m a n n e r of lay ishness a n d attention 
were p e r s u a d e d to the t h i n k i n g that 

they must proteel him. 
But to M a h a t h i r , a veteran 

pract i t ioner of the M a c h i a v e l l i a n art. 
this a r g u m e n t do not wash. He h a d 
been too m u c h of a po l i t i c ian to 
aecept a n y t h i n g other t h a n w h a t 
h a p p e n e d i n K u b a n g P a s u as 
rea lpol i t ik . 

To him the g r i m reality is that he 
h a d m a d e bis bid lo be elected a 

o p p o r t u n i t y to speak - a n d he w i l l 
certa inly try to grab it - it is a b o n u s 
as m o r e w i l l be ab le to hear w h a t he 
has been s a y i n g a l l this w h i l e a n d , 
w h o k n o w s , even m o r e . 

A n d this i s w h a t m a n y i n U m n o 
a n d outside fear. E v e r s ince he c a m e 
out to speak openly, against the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f A b d u l l a h the u n i t y 
of the par ty has been s o m e w h a t 
s h a k e n . But by at tending the 
a s s e m b l y as a delegate he w o u l d o n l y 
d e e p e n the split further a n d 
e m b a r r a s s A b d u l l a h . A l r e a d y there i s 
c o n c e r n a m o n g businesses a n d 
investors w h o are quite rattled by the, 
r o w and are afraid that they are in for 
a per iod of pol i t ica l iuslahi l i ly . 

So it m u s t have been a h u g e r e l i e f 
to m a n y people - in as wel l outside of 
the party - after it was a n n o u n c e d 
short ly a f ter 5 p m on Saturday that 
M a h a t h i r d id not w i n the t icket . 

It is interest ing to speculate 
w h e t h e r in h is s ing le-mindedness to 
be a delegate to the assembly he ever 
c o n s i d e r e d the possibi l i ty o f b e i n g 
booed s h o u l d he rise lo speak 
u n b i d d e n a n d the p a n d e m o n i u m that 
w o u l d break s h o u l d those w h o 
supports h i m boo back. 

W o n d e r w h e t h e r it also crossed 
his mind that c o u l d very well h a p p e n 
a n d he w o u l d go d o w n in history as 
the m a n w h o h a d caused the 
n o r m a l l y o r d e r l y Umno assembly to 
descend into chaos a n d v io lence. 

But a l l that c o n c e r n seem 
u n f o u n d e d now. By n o t b e i n g a 
delegate on Saturday he w i l l n e v e r be 
a source of e m b a r r a s s m e n t to the 
leaders of the party a n d the assembly 
this N o v e m b e r . Better sti l l for 
everyone c o n c e r n e d i f h e d i d hot 
attend at a l l - even as a g u e s t 

L i k e H a r o l d M a c m i l l a n said w h e n 
res igning his seat in the H o u s e o f 
C o m m o n s a y e a r after stepping d o w n 
as l i r i t i s l i p r i m e minister : 

' 'When the curta in falls, the best 
t h i n g an actor can do is lo go away." 


