
Doctor, dentist last two in space race 
S E P A N G : M e d i c a l of f icer D r 
S h e i k h M u s z a p h a r S h u k o r a n d 
dent is t R a p t D r F a i z R h a l e e d 
have b e e n p i c k e d to u n d e r g o a 
1 2 - m o n t h as t ronaut ics t r a i n i n g 
st int i n R u s s i a . 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r D a t u k Ser i 
A b d u l l a h A h m a d B a d a w i 
a n n o u n c e d the s u c c e s s f u l 
c a n d i d a t e s u n d e r M a l a y s i a ' s f i rs t 
a s t r o n a u t p r o g r a m m e a t R L 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l A i r p o r t ' s ( R L I A ) 
B u n g a R a y a C o m p l e x yesterday. 

T h e y w e r e c h o s e n f r o m 
11,000 a p p l i c a n t s s i n c e the 
M a l a y s i a n N a t i o n a l Space 
A g e n c y ( A n g k a s a ) started the 
s c r e e n i n g c a m p a i g n for the 
p r o g r a m m e i n 2003. 

S h e i k h M u s z a p h a r , 34, i s 
w i t h H o s p i t a l U n i v e r s i t i 
K e b a n g s a a n M a l a y s i a ( H U R M ) , 
w h i l e F a i z , 26, i s w i t h the 
M a l a y s i a n D e f e n c e Forces . The 
d u o , b o t h b a c h e l o r s , w e r e p i c k e d 
b y the a s t r o n a u t se lec t ion p a n e l 
h e a d e d b y f o r m e r inspec tor -
g e n e r a l o f p o l i c e T u n 
M o h a m m e d H a n i f O m a r . 

T h e y w i l l leave for the Y u r i 
G a g a r i n A e r o s p a c e T r a i n i n g 
Centre in M o s c o w ' s Star City at 
the e n d o f the m o n t h . O n l y one 
of t h e m w i l l get to j o i n a 
p r o g r a m m e i n t o space o r g a n i s e d 
by the U n i t e d States or other 
E u r o p e a n n a t i o n s . 

T h e s u c c e s s f u l c a n d i d a t e i s 
s c h e d u l e d to leave for the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l space s tat ion (ISS) 

on Sept 2 
n e x t y e a r t o 
u n d e r g o a 
r e s e a r c h a n d 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
p r o g r a m m e , 
i n c l u d i n g 
r e s e a r c h o n c a n c e r 
a n d b i o t e c h n o l o g y 

M a l a y s i a ' s f irst 
as t ronaut w i l l b o a r d 
Russ ia ' s space l a u n c h e r 
S o y u z 2 before it is 
f i n a l l y c o n n e c t e d to the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l space stat ion. 

A t the station, h e w i l l s p e n d 
six to eight days to carry out 
r e s e a r c h i n sc ience a n d 
technology for the benefit of the 
M a l a y s i a n space science indust ry 
before r e t u r n i n g to earth. 

L a s t A p r i l 27, the t w o 
candidates , together w i t h t w o 
others - M a l a y s i a A i r l i n e s 
( M A S ) p i l o t M o h a m e d F a i z 
R a m a l u d d i n , 34, a n d a n 

p r o g r a m m e c a m e about 
f o l l o w i n g the p u r c h a s e of 18 
S u k h o i S u - 3 0 M R N jet f i g h t e r s 
f r o m R u s s i a w o r t h U S $ l b i l l i o n 
( R M 3 . 7 b i l l i o n ) a n d i n . 
r e c i p r o c i t y , the R u s s i a n 
g o v e r n m e n t offered one seat for 
a M a l a y s i a n as t ronaut to j o i n 
t h e i r astronauts i n a n e x p e d i t i o n 
to the ISS n e x t year. - B e r n a m a 


