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' B E S U T : Univers i t i D a r u l I m a n , 
the f irst univers i ty in the East Coast , is a Bar isan Nas iona l elec-
tion promise on the r o a d to be-

coming reality 

Datuk Ser i A b d u l l a h A h m a d 
Badawi sa id the g r ound -b r eak ing 
ceremony yesterday m a r k e d the 
beg inning of a new e r a lor people 
in the reg ion. 

"We wanted to give other p r o -
j e c t s to the people of Terengganu, 
b u t they w a n t e d a university. To-
day, this d r e a m is set to become a 
reality," the P r i m e Min i s t e r told a 
c rowd of near ly 15,000 people. 

A b d u l l a h sa id the univers i ty 
would become an inst i tut ion p ro -
duc ing h u m a n cap i ta l w h o wou ld 
contr ibute immense l y towards 

nat ion-bui ld ing. 
He sa id the univers i ty be longed 

to the people Of Te rengganu a n d 
w o u l d l e a d to a society that was 
knowledgeable , s incere, t r u s t -
worthy , h a r d w o r k i n g and, re-
sil ient. 

The university, was a promise 
before the general election in 
2004 that saw the BN sweeping 
into power after oust ing the Pas 
state government. 

The university w i l l enro l 5.080 
students, in its three campuses — 
two in K u a l a Terengganu a n d one 
In Besut. By 2010, the univers i ty 
w i l l have 10,000 undergraduates . 

T h e campus in Besut wi l l o i ler 
biotechnology, agr icu l ture and 
in format ion a n d communica t i on 
technology whi l e a campus in 
K u a l a Te r engganu w i l l offer 
b iomedic , rad iography a n d n u r s -

ing science courses. Ano ther 
campus in. K u a l a Terengganu w i l l 
offer d i p l o m a courses in rel ig ious 
studies, b a n k i n g and account ing. 

Ea r l i e r , M e n t e r i Besar Datuk 
Ser i Idris J u s o h sa id the univers i -
ty was the real isat ion of "develop-
ment never seen before" 
p romised by A b d u l l a h before the 
last genera l elect ion. 

"A promise has been kept and 
the people of Terengganu are 
grateful to Pak Lah (Abdullah),'' 

He added that under Abdu l lah ' s 
leadership , Terengganu had re-
ceived more people a n d educa-
t ion-or iented projects than be-
fore. 

Idris n a m e d 12 such projects, 
inc lud ing the East Coast Express-
way, the n e w a i rpor t t e rm ina l a t 
the Su l tan M a h m u d Airport , the 
sports complex , internat ional 

f r a m i n g c e n t r e i n K e m a m a n a n d 
the indus t r i a l t r a in ing institute in 
M a r a n g . 

A s k e d if more large projects 
were p l a n n e d for the State, Ab-
du l l ah sa id i t w a s time lo imp le -
ment wha t h a d been p lanned . 

"There mus t be co-ordinat ion 
in the implementat ion . We do not 
w a n t projects to become messy 
a n d scpjabbles to occur. 

"We do not want, the people to 
feel the impact of messy projects 
as we will get aft adverse reac-
t ion. " he sa id , add ing that Tereng-
g a n u w o u l d be rece iv ing R M 7 . 6 
billion for development projects 
under the N i n t h Ma lays i a P lan . 

A b d u l l a h sa id i t was impor tant 
t o l e a r n f rom past mistakes so 
that projects cou ld be completed 
on schedule and wi thout compl i -

c a t i o n s . 


