
Abdullah: Get locals into rural industry 
M A R A N G : R u r a l industr ies must get 
the loca l people invo lved , P r i m e M i n i s -
tor Datuk S e n A b d u l l a h A h m a d 
B a d a w i sa id yesterday. 

"Th is w i l l m a k e the loca l people 
happy because they w i l l get a steady 
income, " he added. 

Commend ing the success of the ni-
pah p a l m sap p r o j e c t . i n K a m p u n g 
Ke lu lut , he sa id the project h a d creat-
ed a new source of wea l th for a group 
of enterpr is ing v i l lagers. 

"The par t i c ipants are r eap ing the 
rewards f r om the i r effort. 

"They have set a fine example , " Ab-
du l l ah said after open ing the nipah 
sap col lect ion a n d process ing centre in. 
K a m p u n g Ke lu lut . 

The .centre c a n process up to 100 
bottles of nipah sap, w h i c h is so ld as a 
dr ink , every 30 minutes . 

Managed by the Kope ras i Pekebun 
N i p a h M a r a n g B h d , i t encourages job-
less "villagers to tap the nipah p a l m for 
the sap w h i c h they sell at R M 2 a l i tre to 
the centre. T h e y c a n collect about 30 
l itres a day. 

Twenty f ound ing m e m b e r s o f the 
co-operative, each invest ing R M 1 0 0 , 
a n d engaged in t app ing the nipah 
p a l m , are gett ing about RM1 ,500 a 
month . 

The amount does not inc lude the 
d iv idend they w o u l d get f r om their 
R M 1 0 0 investment in the co-operative 
in a year's tune. 

Some 130 v i l lagers have invested 
between R M 1 0 0 a n d R M 1 , 0 0 0 i n the 
co-operative. 

" W h o w o u l d h a v e d r e a m e d t h a t t h e 
sap f r om the often neglected nipah 
p a l m has found a p lace on the shelves 
o f supermarke ts in the M idd l e E a s t ? " 
asked A b d u l l a h . 

" A n d w h o w o u l d have thought that 
vi l lagers i n Ke lu lu t w h o par t i c ipated i n 
a nipah project cou ld e a r n a steady i n -
come from this n e w found wea l th? " 

A b d u l l a h h a d ear l i e r t r ied h is h a n d 
at cutt ing the nipah p a l m to collect its 
sap at a s m a l l plot nea r K a m p u n g 
Ke lu lu t a n d t p t e d the sweet sap. 

He suggested to the co-operative 
and project par t i c ipants to consider 
process ing the nipah sap into b r o w n 
sugar and to think of other uses for the 
nipah p a lm . 

Abdullah and Terengganu Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Idris Jusoh getting a taste of the nipah drink at 
Kampung Kelulut, yesterday. — Bernama picture 


