
H E A R I N G IT ALL 
There were no out-of-bound areas dur ing the in te rv i ew 
w i th Datuk Seri Abdul lah A h m a d Badawi on TV3 last night. 
A m o n g the issues the Prime Minis ter tackled were: the 
future of Proton, al legat ions he favoured his family and 
that contracts under the N inth Malaysia Plan had been 
given to cronies. Below are excerpts f rom the interview by 
Bernama chairman DATUK M O H D A N N U A R ZAINI. 

On the Ninth Malaysia Plan 

Q : P e o p l e v i e w e d y o u a s t oo c a u t i o u s 
w i t h s p e n d i n g a n d t h e n s u d d e n l y t h e r e 
w a s a b i g a n n o u n c e m e n t that RM15 b i l -
l i on , i s g o i n g t o b e s p e n t o n 9 M P p r o -
j e c t s . 

The m o n e y i s the re a n d we w i l l spend 
the money . W h e n I took over, the deficit , 
was quite h igh a n d i f we h a d i gno red it , i t 
c o u l d have b rough t about negat ive effects. 

So a t tha t t ime , a t t en t i on w a s g i v en to 
m a t t e r s r e l a t i n g t o the def ic i t . B u t we have 
succeeded . . . I have m a n a g e d to r e d u c e the 
def ic i t . F r o m y e a r to y ea r , we hav e re -
d u c e d i t . N o w tha t e v e r y t h i n g i s u n d e r 
c o n t r o l , a n d the def ic i t h a s b e e n r e d u c e d , 
w e a r e r e a d y t o s p e n d . 

Q : T h e R M 1 5 b u l i o n q u a n t u m i s o n e 
t h i n g , b u t the p r o b l e m b e i n g n o t i c e d i s 
the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f c o n t r a c t s b y t h e G o v -
e r n m e n t . I s t h e r e a p r o p e r m e c h a n i s m ? 

A: T h r o u g h tenders , a l l w i l l have the op-
por tun i ty to get contrac ts . 

Q : T h e r e i s t a l k t h a t t h i s R M 1 5 b i l l i o n 
s p e n d i n g i s j u s t t a l k a n d j u s t a n a n -
n o u n c e m e n t b u t t h e p e o p l e w h o a r e s u p -
p o s e d t o ge t t h e p r o j e c t s h a v e a l r e a d y 
b e e n d e t e r m i n e d . 

A : Tha t k ind o f ta lk i s not t rue a t a l l . As i f I 
w a n t to cheat the people . T h i s is s l ande r . 
W h o e v e r w a n t s t o m a k e th is a l l egat ion 
s h o u l d wr i t e i t d o w n . Be brave. I w a n t these 
people to prove i t a n d : p rov ide the in-
f o rmat i on . I f they cannot prove it , they w i l l 
have to face the consequences : 

On his image 

Q: Before you became the PM. the image 
of you was that of a clean politician. Now 
you are being attacked. How can this 
happen? 

A : T h e p e r s o n m a y have r easons w h y h e 
wants to m a k e such a l legat ions aga ins t me . 
M a y b e he has. a ' ce r ta in agenda . B u t i f he 
accuses me o f b e ing c o r r u p t , w r i t e i t d o w n , 
j u s t say i t openly. Don ' t ta lk b e h i n d my 
back . I t m e a n s he is hot honest . 

On styie of governing 

Q: People say that you are too careful, 
too cautious to the extent that approvals 

for important matters are postponed, 
particularly development projects. 

A: I f the ma t t e r i s i m p o r t a n t , we m u s t take 
t ime to th ink . I have b e e n the PM for 
two -and -a -ha l f years . I k n o w people , say 
the I 'M has a lot of power . But I m u s t be 
c a r e f u l in this mat te r . I don ' t have that 
m u c h exper i ence . 

A n o t h e r t h i n g I k n o w s ince b e c o m i n g 
the PM i s that w h a t e v e r I do, g ood o r b a d . 
i t ' s the peop le tha t w i l l be af fected. I f i t 's 
w r o n g , it w i l l be bad . I f it 's good , Al-
hamdulillah. Bu t w h a t I 'm w o r r i e d abou t 
i s , i f i t ' s w r o n g , m a n y w i l l suffer. 

Q: But there are people who say that you 
are too gentle...If we take the Machi-
avellian concept, a good leader must be 
popular and feared. But if there's only 
One choice, he should be feared. 

A: I p r e f e r the peop le w h o e lec ted me to 
respect me . I don ' t be l ieve, as a M u s l i m , 
that the M a c h i a v e l l i a n a p p r o a c h shou ld be 
p rac t i s ed . M u s t not be p r a c t i s e d . We can ' t , 
f o r wha teve r r e a son , l e g i t im i se someth ing 
to get w h a t we wan t . I don ' t h o l d to that 
phi losophy. 

Q: :But the people compare you with Lee 
Kuan Yew and the PM before you. They 
say that you are too gentle and that, 
among other factors, makes the Gov-
ernment slow. 

Th i s i s not about be ing gentle, o r b e ing 
h a r d . I t i s about be ing f i r m , on what we 
th ink is fa i r , on what is t rue, w h a t is good. 
W h a t i s i m p o r t a n t t o me.. . f i rst , t r u t h a n d 
jus t i ce . I f w h a t i s done is t rue a n d fa i r , t h e n 
there i s f i rmness in that dec i s i on . No need 
t o be gung-ho. Jus t do i t No need t o s h o w 
pff, that ' s my style. 

On Malaysian firms 

being 'colonised' 

Q : Today, o n e o f t h e m o s t s e n s i t i v e i s s u e s 
c o n c e r n s t h e i n v o l v e m e n t o f S i n g a p o r e -
a n c o m p a n i e s . 

A : f i r s t l y , w h a t i s w r o n g w i t h fo re ign 
c ompan i e s b u y i n g sha r es i n our c o m p a -
mes. T h i s shou ld IK- seen as a posit ive way 
as i t shows that they have conf idence in o u r 
c ompan i e s . 

B u t the most i m p o r t a n t p o i n t h e r e i s 
tha t we w a n t t o p ro t e c t o u r in t e res t s i n the 
l o c a l c o m p a n i e s . W e c a n n o t a l l o w o u r 
c o n t r o l o f the c o m p a n i e s t o be t a k e n over . 
T h e r e i s n o M a l a y s i a n c o m p a n y w h i c h i s 
c o n t r o l l e d by a f o r e i g n c ompany . 

W e a l l o w f o r e i gn c o m p a n i e s , b e i t f r o m 
the U n i t e d States , K o r e a o r J a p a n , t o b u y 
t h e s h a r e s i n M a l a y s i a n c o m p a n i e s . B u t 

the case n o w i s tha t w h e n s o m e o n e m e n -
t i ons S i n g a p o r e , the r e a r e m a n y w h o get 
angry . I do h o t k n o w w h y , bu t we have to 
a s k t h e m . 

On Proton 

- There are concerns that dur ing your 
era, Proton is not getting much attention 
from you. 

A: I k n o w P ro t on is a c o m p a n y w i t h na-
t i o n a l in te res t a n d i s the p r i d e o f 
Ma l a y s i ans . I w i l l su re l y not a l l ow P r o t o n to 
f a l l . I w i l l do wha teve r i t takes to he lp 
P r o t o n . F u r t h e r m o r e , P r o t o n h a s a lot o f 
v e n d o r s r e l y i n g on it . . . i f P r o t o n fa l l s , t h e n 
the v endors w i l l fo l low suit . 

Q: Does this include the review of the 
NatiOnaLAutomotive Policy ? 

A: Yes... I f t he r e a r e r easons for the Na-
t i ona l Au tomot i v e Po l i cy to be r e v i ewed , we 

"w i l l no t have any p r o b l e m t o m a k e the 
necessa r y improvements . To m e , th is h a s 
neve r b e en the p r o b l e m . I f there i s some-
th ing w r o n g , we have to m a k e it r ight 
immedia te ly . 

On Tun Dr Mahathir 

Q: People are asking why you choose to 
remain silent 

A: I opted to remain silent as I did not want 

t o a r g u e w i t h T u n i n the newspape r s . T u n 
h i m s e l f s a i d in a s ta tement that he w a s no t 
get t ing the in format ion that he wan t s . He 
was h o p i n g to get the detai ls . 

I f that i s the case , the m i n i s t e r s s h o u l d 
be a l l o w e d to e x p l a i n to the peop l e on 
m a t t e r s c o n c e r n i n g t h e i r m i n i s t r i e s . T h e 
peop l e w a n t t o k n o w w h a t i s h a p p e n i n g . 
T h i s i s w h a t i s b e i n g done , a n d the m i n -
i s t e r s p r e f e r that I do no t speak , a n d there 
a r e m a n y w h o f e e l tha t i t i s be t t e r for me t o 
r e m a i n s i l en t . T h e r e a r e m a n y peop l e w h o 
have s a i d that i t i s be t te r i f I do not spe ak or 
th ings w i l l get ou t o f h a n d . 

Q: But there are questions directed at 
Datuk Seri and your family members and 
it cannot be answered by anyone else. 

A: I do no t l ike to r ep l y on ma t t e r s c o n -
c e r n i n g my family. I k n o w my c h i l d r e n a r e 
no t gui l ty o f the a l legat ions made aga ins t 
t h e m b y c e r t a i n qua r t e r s . M y c h i l d r e n a r e 
no t invo l ved in any c ompan i e s o r c o n -
cess ions g iven by the Gove rnmen t o r r e l y 
on the Gove rnmen t to ba i l t h e m out. T h e y 
do ho t ask this and tha t f r o m the Gov-
e rnmen t . T h e y do they o w n bus iness . 

Q: T h e perception, i f not clarified, wil l be 
a big issue. 

A : Jus t give m e t ime. . . i f I t ake the f i e l d m a 
footba l l game , a n d after 10 minutes ; I am 
j u d g e d for m y pe r f o rmance , h o w can that 
be? Y o u have t o w a i f for me l o w a r m up , t o 
p i c k up the tempo a n d to move a r o u n d . I t i s 
dif f icult. . . my w a y is hot like; Tun. T u n 
M a h a t h i r h a d th ings done i n h i s o w n way , 
but I have no t s t rayed f r o m the a i m . T h e a im 
that 1 k n o w is to l e a d the coun t ry to ach ieve 
V i s i o n 2020 . A n d I w i l l do this my way. 



On son-in-law Khairy Jamaluddin 

I am r e s p o n s i b l e for the dec i s i ons I 
m a k e . People say tha t I am d o i n g a l l these 
because o f K h a i r y . A f t e r s t r u g g l i n g ; i n 
po l i t i c s for y e a r s a n d h a v i n g c l i m b e d the 
m o u n t a i n t o b e c o m e P r i m e M i n i s t e r , c a n I 
s i m p l y h a n d over the p o w e r t o h i m . H o w 
c a n I do this? 

On helping all Malaysians 

Q: There are some who say that priority 
should be given to the Malays? 

A: We w a n t to s t r ike a ba l ance . We w a n t to 
e rad ica te poverty. T h i s is done across the 
b o a r d w i thou t l o o k i n g a t the race . We w a n t 
t o e rad ica te h a r d c o r e pover ty by 2 0 1 0 , 
regard less o f the race . T h i s i s for su re . T h i s 
po l icy has never c h a n g e d bu t the f ac t i s that 
there are m a n y poo r people w h o a re 
Ma l a y s . So w h e n there are m a n y M a l a y s , i t 
s e ems l ike we a re c oncen t r a t i ng on on ly 
one race a n d we a r e neg lec t ing the Ind ians , 
w h i c h h a s b e e n b r o u g h t t o my a t tent ion by 
Da tuk S e r i S . S a m y Ye l lu . 

I have a l l oca ted funds for a s p e c i a l 
p r o g r a m m e t o h e l p the Ind i ans w h o a r e 
f a c i n g n u m e r o u s p r o b l e m s . I s t rong l y ho l d 
t o the s t ra tegy tha t a n y deve l opmen t 
s h o u l d bene f i t a l l M a l a y s i a n s . W e c a n n o t 
r u n away f r o m th is . 

I a m t h e B N c h a i r m a n a n d the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r o f the B N G o v e r n m e n t . Those 
w h o s u p p o r t m e a re f r o m a l l r a c e s . S o 
w h e n I go u p , don ' t t e l l me that I w i l l on l y 
he l p one g r oup . 

T h e r e m u s t be f a i rn e s s , a n d I Ho ld to 
th i s . G o d w a n t s us t o b e fa i r . 

Q: There are those who believe the people 
around you are influential. I 'm talking about 
Kha i ry Jamaiuddin, your son-in-law. 

A : It's l i ke this. . . K h a i r y used t o w o r k for me . A s an 
officer he has a ro le . A l l of f icers have the i r ro les , to 
p r epa r e r epor t s a n d to offer op in ions . W h e t h e r I 
a c c e p t o r not t h e i r v i ews , that 's my dec is ion . 

Second ly , w h e n a s tory e m e r g e d abou t a very 
p o w e r f u l a n d i n f l u e n t i a l 2 8 - y e a r - o l d m a n , h e qu i t 
h i s j o b . H e d i d n ' t w a n t t o w o r k w i t h m e any m o r e . 
A n d he s u r v i v e d . He b o u g h t s h a r e s t o b e c o m e a 
p a r t n e r i n E C M L i b r a , a n d I k n o w h e t ook a l o a n for 
i t . B u t to say tha t he sto le a pro jec t , the re i s no p r o o f 
tha t K h a i r y l o o k a g o v e r n m e n t project , no s u c h 
p roo f . 

Q: Is it a heavy burden for you because he also 
happens to be a family member and has political 
influence in Umno? 

A: I s t i l l r e m e m b e r , a n d I 'm say ing th is openly , I 
don ' t k n o w i f D a t u k H i s h a m m u d d i n w i l l get a n g r y 
w i t h me. . . H i s h a m sa i d " P e m u d a have dec ided ; I 
have d e c i d e d , it 's h i m . I (H i sham) w a n t to p ropose 
K h a i r y a s U m n o Youth deputy chie f . P a k L a h , y o u 
don ' t d i s t u r b m e . Pak L a h , d o n ' t d i s tu rb us , th is i s a 
ma t t e r for U m n o Youth . U m n o Y o u t h w i l l choose 
w h o w e w a n t t o choose , P a k L a h don ' t d i s tu rb us . W e 
w a n t h i m " . 

H e i s n o w the U m n o You th depu t y c h i e f , s o h e h a s 
t o w o r k . W h a t e v e r in f luence h e h a s i n U m n o You th , 
i t d e p e n d s o n w h a t h e c a n do , w h a t h e i s d o i n g , 
w h a t he 's w o r k i n g o n 

Peop le w a n t t o k n o w h o w f a r he c o u l d go. A t the 
f i r s t h u r d l e , h e w a s b o o e d . B u t i n the last U m n o 
g e n e r a l a ssemb ly , h e w a s p r a i s e d for d e l i v e r i n g 
U m n o Youth 's p r o p o s a l o n the economy. 

Q: What about the principle of separating family 
connections? 

A: F i r s t l y , I see h i m as an office b e a r e r r ep r e s en t i ng 
U m n o Youth . H e w a s present a t s ome mee t ings a n d 

he spoke in h is capac i t y as an U m n o Youth r ep -
resentat ive. 

I f i t ' s abou t bus iness . . .neve r for once h a s K h a i r y 
c o m e to see me p e r s o n a l l y t o ask. . . to say t h i s i s my 
pro j ec t , th i s i s y o u r pro jec t , I w a n t you to app rove . 
None . He k n o w s I W i l l neve r give i t to h i m . 

Q: Is there a possibility of him being used by 
interested parties? 

A : M a y b e . M a y b e the re a r e peop l e w h o w a n t t o use 
h i m . These peop le w i l l l o o k for everyone t o use . 
T h e y w i l l l o ok for the s on , f o r the son- in - l aw , for the 
wi fe , everyone. T h e y w i l l l o o k for y o u r best f r i ends , 
l ook fo r y o u r schoo lmates , l o o k fo r the, k a m p u n g 
peop le that I know. In K e p a l a Ba tas . a i l k i n d s o f 
peop le have gone d o w n there . B u t w h a t i s i m p o r t a n t 
h e r e i s that I 'm the one w h o w i l l m a k e the dec i s i on . 
M a n y peop le are a n g r y a t me. . . (They say) w h a t i s 
th i s , w e don ' t get any th ing . P a k L a h has become the 
PM for so l o n g bu t I haven ' t got any th ing . T h e r e a r e 
a lso those w h o got w h a t they w a n t e d , bu t they k e e p 
quiet . Those w h o d idn ' t get w i l l c o m p l a i n endlessly . 
B u t we have to be fair. 

On son Kamaluddin 

Q: There is talk that Kamaiuddin has abused bis 
relationship with you 

A : K a m a l (Kama iudd in ) has not abused his ties w i t h 
m e . K a m a l does his bus iness i n o n e a r e a , w h i c h i s i n 
the f i e l d o f in t eg ra t ed o i l . T h e fact i s tha t there a re 
two compan i e s in the w o r l d w h i c h i s invo lved in th is 
a r e a , o n e i s i n the U n i t e d States a n d the o the r 
be longs t o K a m a l . He i s not invo lved i n any o the r 
company . 

I f peop l e a s k h i m w h y h e does h i s bus ines s 
overseas , he w i l l say that s ince his f a the r i s the 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r , i t i s d i f f i cu l t for h i m to do bus iness 
h e r e . E i g h t y p e r cent o f h is bus iness a n d con t rac t s 
a r e overseas . 

H e i s a lso invo l v ed i n P e t r o n a s ' i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o p e n t e n d e r s a n d h e n o r m a l l y gets t h e m , no t 
w i t h o u t f a c i n g sti f f c o m p e t i t i o n f r o m o the r c o m -
pan i e s . B u t c o m p a r e d t o w h a t he gets overseas , the 
b u s i n e s s f r o m Pe t r onas i s s t i l l c o n s i d e r e d s m a l l . H e 
a l s o gets t e n d e r s f r o m S h e l l , M o b i l a n d Esso . this i s 
h i s a r e a a s h i s b u s i n e s s i s i n t h e o i l a n d gas 
i n d u s t r y . K a m a l h a s no t b e e n invo l ved i n l o c a l 
c o m p a n i e s Or got any l oca l c oncess i ons . He h a s not, 
e v en a s k e d any a i d f r o m the G o v e r n m e n t , h e h a s 
-never a s k e d for t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o b a i l h i m out. . . 
n o t h i n g . 

Q: There is word going around that the monorail 
project ha Penang has been reserved for Kamal? 

A: W h a t is this. . . . w h o sa id i t ? I ' l l t e l l y o u A n n u a r , 
i t ' s h a r d t o be n i ce y o u know. . . 

Q: Maybe it is time for you not to be too good, 
gentle? 

A: I am also wo r r i ed , i f I cross the l i ne , t h e n I w i l l be 
in t roub l e . 

F R O M P A K L A H 


