
Tourism Minister Datuk Seri Tengku Adnan 
Tengku Mansor has had to weather a storm over a 
proposal to extend opening hours of 
entertainment outlets, a vital part of making Visit 
Malaysia Year 2007 a success. He is still pressing 
ahead, because billions of ringgit and half a million 
jobs hang in the balance, he tells JUNE RAMLI. 

Q: In a nutshell, what can the world 
expect for Visit Malaysia Year 2007? 

A : Ma lays i a is actual ly a showcase a n d 
we can expect that more o f ou r cu l tura l 
ethnicity w i l l be on display to the w o r l d 
next year. There w i l l be a lot of act iv i -
ties for people f r om a l l wa l k s of life to 
do once they are in Ma l ay s i a . 

Fo r instance , there w i l l be a f loral 
pa rade i n Putra jaya i n January , a n 
aerospace exhib i t ion brought in spe-
c ia l ly from Russ i a a n d a laser show en-
titled "Eyes of Ma l ays i a " . For me , I 
th ink it w i l l be a waste for a foreigner 
not to come and sample M a l a y s i a d u r -
i n g V M Y 2007. 

Q: So w i l l Ma l ays i a be a y ea r - r ound 
p layground? 

A: Yes. Norma l l y , we only have 194 cel-
ebrat ions a year on our t ou r i sm ca len-
dar , but s ince V M Y i s co inc id ing w i th 
the country 's 50 th year o f indepen-
dence, we have dec ided to a d d another 
50 events. We a re also try ing to pe r -
suade reta i lers to have four Mega Sales 
instead of the present three a year. 

Q : W h y i s V M Y 2007 impor tan t? Does 
i t m e a n t ou r i sm doesn't mat te r so 
m u c h i n other years? 

A ; V is i t Ma l ays i a Year i s a spec ia l p ro -
mot i on a n d this i s the t h i r d one. T h e 
f irst in 1990 was to boost tour ist ar-
r iva ls a n d there w a s an increase o f 

about 50 per cent . There was another 
50 per cent increase in ar r i va ls in 1994 
for the second V M Y . 

F o r V M Y 2007 , we hope t o achieve 
our target of 20.1 m i l l i on v is i tors, (then 
aim) to h i t the 24 m i l l i o n target set for 
2010, before the end of the N i n t h 
Ma lays i a P l a n . 

Because the Government has tar -
geted R M 5 5 b i l l i on ( in tour ist takings) 
for 2010 , V M Y 2007 i s bas ica l ly to see 
i f we c a n cross that 20 m i l l i o n v is i tor 
m a r k . 

A t this moment , the t o u r i s m industry 
direct ly employs about 500,000 peo-
ple, and two m i l l i on Ma lays ians benefit 
indirectly. I t is an impor tan t indus t ry 
for the country. So I hope the people of 
Ma l ays i a w o u l d th ink t o u r i s m a n d un-
ders tand the impor tance o f t our i sm. 
We must ensure that this indus t ry be-
comes a successful industry . 

Q : Have p rob l ems s u c h as rude tax i 
dr i vers w h o overcharge a n d prey on 
foreigners been solved? 

A: Yes. The Cabinet has dec ided to ap-
prove 300 l icences for tourist cabs for 
K u a l a L u m p u r ear ly next year. These 
cabs w o u l d be jo int ly r u n by the 
Tour i sm M i n i s t r y under P empena a n d 
also the En t r ep reneur a n d Co-opera-
tives Deve lopment Min is t ry . 

T h e cabs w o u l d be pa inted in 
t o u r i s m co lours o f r ed , green, b lue a n d 
ye l low a n d also display the V M Y 2007 
logo. 

I t w o u l d be s l i ght ly more expensive 
t h a n n o r m a l cabs. B u t tourists and 
Ma lays ians a l ike c an rest assured o f 
serv ice a n d also not be a fra id o f be ing 
cheated or overcharged. 

The cabs w i l l also be comfortable to 
r ide in as they are b r a n d - n e w 2000cc 
Mercedes B e n z a n d N a z a R i a m u l -
t i -purpose vehicles. 

Q : W h a t about the proposa l to extend 
open ing hours at pubs , discos and 
res taurants in tour ist belts to 5am? 

A : T h e Tour i sm Min i s t r y has proposed 

to extend the operat ing h o u r s o f pubs 
a n d res taurants in the city's Go lden 
Tr iang le a r e a un t i l 5 a m to prov ide 
tourists w i t h an outlet to h a n g out d u r -
i n g their stay in Ma lays i a . 

We are p l a n n i n g to do this in K u a l a 
L u m p u r in the Go lden Tr iangle f irst be-
fore mov ing on to M a l a c c a , Johor , 
P enang Road a n d L a n g k a w i . We are a l -
so p l ann ing to have a b a z a a r w h i c h op-
erates a long these areas in M a l a c c a to 
be opened by the year -end. 

Q : W h e r e d id the i dea come f rom? 

A : I t was not my idea , i t i s w h a t tour ists 
want . It was based on feedback re-
ceived by Tour i sm M a l a y s i a offices 
ab road f rom foreigners w h o v is i ted 
Ma lays i a . 

T h e m in i s t r y has submit ted the p r o -
posa l a n d n o w i t i s ent ire ly up to city 
ha l l s and l oca l counci ls (to decide). 

Q : M a n y people are bet t ing that loca ls , 
a n d not fore igners, w i l l patronise these 
outlets. 

A: Tha t w o u l d not be the case. We w i l l 
wa i t a n d see w h a t happens w h e n the 
p roposa l goes through . 

I don ' t w a n t M a l a y s i a to become l ike 
Bangkok , Las Vegas or S ingapore . T h a t 
is not the i dea for this proposa l , but 
more o f g iv ing tourists an outlet for 
t h e m to h a n g out in w h e n they are on 
ho l iday here . 


