
DrM: Umno 
using ruling 
to keep 
me quiet 
KUALA LUMPUR: Umno's rul-
ing that only supreme counci l 
members and ministers open 
the party's d iv is ion meetings 
was made to prevent cam-
paigning in the party elections, 
said former president T u n Dr 
Mahath i r M o h a m a d . 

But now, he said, the rul ing 
was being fo l lowed not due to 
c a m p a i g n i n g but to prevent 
some people l ike h i m f r o m 
speaking at the meetings. 

"It is one person w h o is a n u i -
sance and we have to block 
h i m . " he said after del ivering a 
lunch talk on Globalisation and 
Its Challenges, for the Developed 
and Developing Nations, organ-
ised by the Malaysia-German 

Dr Mahathir: 'It is one person 
who is a nuisance and we 

have to block him' 

Chamber o f C o m m e r c e and 
Industry. 

Dr Mahath i r said the party 
had issued the rul ing because 
"some people wanted to make 
use of the opening speeches to 
campaign for themselves." 

Asked i f issues raised by h i m 
had created doubts a m o n g 
U m n o members, Dr Mahathir 
said he was w i l l i n g to explain to 
the members if given, the op-
portunity. 

On the proposed bullet train, 
he said the Cabinet had done 
the right th ing in deciding to 
carry out an i m p a c t s tudy 
before m a k i n g a decision. 

"It (the bullet train) was pro-
posed during my t ime but we 
turned i t d o w n as we found it 
not suitable," he said. 

" M a y b e n o w i t i s suitable. We 
had our o w n ideas but other 
people m a y have their o w n 
ideas." 


