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ALOR STAR: Penang should increase 
the current R M 1 0 . 0 0 0 h o n o r a r i u m 
payment to Kedah for the acquisition 
of the island and Seberang Prai, former 
p r i m e minis ter T u n D r M a h a t h i r 
M o h a m a d said. 

He said the current amount, made 
annually since a century ago, should be 
increased to reflect modern times and 
Kedah should pursue this matter w i t h 
Penang. 

" W i t h that k i n d of money we can't 
even buy a house and if they do not 
want to revise, then we can. request 
that Penang Island and Seberang Prai 
be returned to Kedah," he said jok ing-
iy. 

Dr M a h a t h i r said he had s tudied 
the o l d a g r e e m e n t m a d e b y the 
Bri t ish and Kedah in 1800 a n d that 
the state had the r i g h t to ask for a 
r e v i s i o n of the d i d agreement to 
reflect current t imes. 

He said the original agreement stat-
ed that the Brit ish w o u l d pay Kedah 
10,000 Spanish dollars. 

"The value of that 10,000 Spanish 
dollars is about RM 100,000 n o w , " he 
said. 

On another note Dr Mahath i r said 
that Kedah should ask Penang to pay 

'Raise amount paid to Kedah' 
for the water supply which it gave free 
of charge to Penang. 

He said the payment should be 
made, fo l lowing plans by Penang to-
privattee water supply services. 

He said Singapore and Malacca had 
to pay a fee tor the water they get from 
Johor. 

"It is not my intent ion to instigate 
Kedah but the state is poor and yet is 
w i l l i n g to give free water to another 
state w h i c h is m u c h r i c h e r , " he said at 
a "Thank Y o u " dinner hosted by the 
Kedah Government on Wednesday, 

The d i n n e r was attended by the 
Sultan o f K e d a h Sultan A b d u l H a l i m 
M u ' a d z a r n Shah arid the Sul tanah 
T u a n k u H a m i n a h H a m i d o n , Raja 
M u d a and Raja P u a n M u d a of Kedah, 
M e n t r i Besar Datuk Sep Syed Razak 
Syed Zain, his w i f e D a t i n Sen Sharifah 
H a m i d a h Syed Hamid", T u n Dr Siti 
Hasmah M o h d A l i and Information 
M i n i s t e r Datuk Paduka A b d u l Kadir 
S h e i k h Fadzir . 

Dr Mahathir apologised to Kedahans 
for nol fulf i l l ing all the requests for 
development projects as he did not 
want to be biased. 

" W h e n I was w i t h the Government I 
could not help the .s tate too m u c h 
since it w o u l d s h o w that I was biased 
towards my state," he said. 

SON OF KEDAH: Sultan Abdul Hal im (second from right) hugging Dr Mahath i r whi le Syed Razak (left) applauds during a 
'Thank You' dinner by the Kedah Government in Alor Star on Wednesday. 


