
IN HIGH SPIRITS: Ahmad Reduan and Muhamad Muqharabbin are the youngest Malaysians to 
reach the peak of Mount Everest. 

UiTM students 
inspired by Dr M 
BY EDWARD RAJENDRA 

SHAH ALAM: It was the spirit of 
Malaysia Boleh, init iated by for-
mer Pr ime M in i s t e r T u n Dr 
Maha th i r Mohamad, , w h i c h 
motivated two Universi t i Tek-
nolog i Ma lays ia (U iTM) stu-
dents to c l imb and conquer 
M o u n t Everest. 

Students A h m a d Reduan 
Rozali and Muhamad M u q h a -
rabb in Mokh ta r rudd in , w h o 
became the youngest Malay-
sians to scale the world 's h igh-
est peak, said they owed their 
achievement to Dr Mahathir 's 
inspir ing messages. 

"Our former PM always en-
couraged Malaysians to strive for 
excellence. Both of us have emu-
lated Dr Mahathir's fighting spir-

it to furthetimprove ourselves. 
"His words gave us the extra 

push to reach the summi t and 
carve a name for the country," 
Reduan, 22, to ld U i T M v ice-
chancellor Datuk Seri Prof Dr 
Ibrahim A b u Shah over a satel-
lite phone at the university's 
Science and Technology Centre 
here yesterday. 

He said scaling Everest from 
Nepal's side was challenging. 
"But i f g iven another opportu-
nity, we p lan to scale the m o u n -
tain from Tibet where only one 
c l imber can go through at a 
t ime at certain points. 

" M u q h a r a b b i n and I have 
c l imbed M o u n t Everest. It is an 
experience that every Malay-
sian youth must strive for. After 
c l imb ing Everest, y o u w i l l 

realise that a l l challenges in life, 
no matter how difficult, can be 
overcome," he said. 

"Both of us are craving for 
Malaysian food," Redzuan to ld 
Dr Ibrahim. 

As part of their training, they 
scaled several other mountains 
a round the wo r l d , i nc lud ing 
Pakistan's Annapurna and K2, 
New Zealand's M o u n t Aspir ing 
and Nepal's Gyoko Ri. 

Their expedition, w h i c h cost 
RM1.5mi l , was jo int ly organ-
ised by U i T M and the Youth and 
Sports Ministry . 

The two climbers are expect-
ed to return here on M a y 31. 

On M a y 23, 1997 M. Magen-
dran and N. Mohandas became 
the first Malaysians to reach the 
Everest s u m m i t 


