
ADORED FIGURE: Mukhriz kissing his father's hand when the former Umno president took his 
seat at the assembly hall atthe PWTC yesterday. Dr Mahathir and his wife Tun Dr Siti Hasmah 

were special guests at the assembly. 

grateful that the people had 
chosen his son, Mukhr i z as an 
U m n o Youth exco member. 

" I am grateful that people 
have chosen h i m but not 

because of me. I didn't want 
him to contest w h e n I was 
prime minis ter as I was afraid 
"that" people w i l l say that he is 
chosen because of me. 

"It is his own personal con-
viction and itt is up to the dele-
gates whether they want to 
vote tor, htm or not," he said 
when asked about M u k h r i z 
receiving the highest number o f 
votes for the post. 

W h e n asked to comment on 
the three Umno movements 
- Wani ta Youth and Puter i -
being unanimous in rejecting 
the return of Traitors to the 
party. Dr Mahathir said that a 
parry m e m b e r must never 
betray the party. 

The movements' decis ion 
showed support for the 
supreme council 's stand last 
week, 'whild shut the door on 
any possible future return of 
Anwar to the parry. " 

"You mustn' t because y o u 
have done something wrong. If 

you do something against the 
party; that is wrong. 

' 'I was thrown o u t of the 
par ty , be fore . I came back . 
because I didn't do any harm to 
the party, ' ' he said. 

Dr S i t i Hasmah meanwhi l e 
said that she was happy to he 

with the rest who attended the 
opening.I am happy w i th the rest as 
an ordinary Umno guest: It is 
nice to be back." she said 

w i t h their cameras 
He was not spared by the 

press, bo th local and foreign 
w h o stopped h i m four t imes ta . 
interview h i m from the-time he 
walked from the tea break area 
to his car at the main entrance 
o f the Putra W o r l d Trade 
Centre, where the assembly is 
going on. 

They m o b b e d h im tw ice 
inside the bui ld ing and twice, 
again outside. 

Questions directed to h i m 
ranged from his feelings about . 
attending the opening as for-
mer Umno president to Datuk 
Sen A n w a r Ibrahim. 

Dr Mahath i r said that attend 
ing the opening as a guest this 
year was a relaxing experience. 

"ft was very relaxing I must 
say. I don't have to deliver any 
speeches. I can j u s t l isten and 
then go and eat," he said. 

He also sa id tha t he was 


