
graduates to work: since, by right, (we paid for) 
the graduates' training and knowledge, (which) 
should be called intellectual property," he said at 
Mul t imed ia University's f i f th convocation here 
yesterday. 

However, Dr Mahath i r sa id the Government 
should offer incentives that were competitive 
w i t h w h a t overseas countries were offering to 
help stem the country's brain drain. 

"I believe that our overseas graduates shou ld 
return to Malaysia to work. 

"1 understand that whi le verseas wages might 
be wor th twice or more of our currency, t i e cost 
of l iv ing here is half as expensive. You could sti l l 
l ive comfortably here," he said w h e n comment-
i n g on the brain-gain drive announced by his suc-
cessor, Datuk S e r i Abdul lah Ahmad Badawi , in 
London on Saturday. 

Dr Mahath i r was speaking to reporters after 
being conferred an honorary doctorate degree in 
Knowledge Science byjthe university's Chancellor 

Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali. 
A total of 2,585 undergraduates and postgrad-

uates received their scrolls at the two-day convo-
cation ceremony, wh i ch started on Saturday, at 
Dewan Seri Negeri here. 

MALACCA : Malaysian students overseas should 
be considered national intellectual property and 
countries that want to keep them should be made 
to pay cpmpensat ion, formergr ime minister Tun 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad said. 

"It cost the Government a lot of money to send 
our students overseas. The foreign countries 
choose the best among our overseas graduates to 
work in their land. 

"They should pay us for having taken away our 


