Power to the divisions

Ismail knew that would strike a
chord wth the Deputy Prime
Minister because Felda schemes
come under his portfolio.

Besides. Felda settlers refer to
Najib as "Menteri Felda".

Ismail reckoned correctly.

Bera will be Najib's fust stop in
the string of about 20 divisions, that

he has committed to officiating over
the coming weeks.

Umno's divisional AGMs aaay
seem too mundane to even talk
about but those in the game know
that-the division is where it all
begins for the'Umno politician.

The divisions are the power bases

of Umno politics.

Any Umno politician who wishes
to be taken, seriously in the party
needs to helm a diviaion. The divi-
sions also determine the leadership
line-up in Umno every three years.

Altogether, there are 191 divisions
and (here will be four levels of meet-
ings taking place, namely the main
division. Wanita. Youth and Puteri.
Before this, more than 1,000 branch-
es had concluded their meetings.

Party president Datuk Seri

Abdullah Ahmad Badawi intends to
reaminabove thefray,and hewill
only officiate at his own division,
Kepala Batas.

All division heads the adhering to
the party decision that the list of VIP
guests will comprise only supreme
councilmembers and Umno Cabinet
ministers.

This year, the VIP guests are
expected to use the occasion to
explain "current issues" to the divi-
sion members.

These willinevitablyincludethe
issue of the cancelled bridge project
inJohor as well as the variousallega-
tions raised by former premier Tun
Dr Mahathir Mohamad in the last
couple of months.

"The grassroots are interested in
these issues and we'll explain
according to the documents issued
by the PM's Departments. We have to
explain it in the grassroots lan-
guage," said supreme council mem-
ber and Bagan Datoh MP Datuk

Ahmad Zahid Hamidi.

For Johor Mentri Besar Datuk
Ghani Othman, this will also be an
opportunity to tell the grassroots
outside of Johor about the RM15bil

worth of development that would be

injected into southern Johor as
announced by the Prime Minister
earlier this week.
Ghanihasbeeninvited toopen
some seven divisions, all outside of

-|[we also want to. get feedback
'S»the ground," he said.

]lpe VIP invitees have also been
;aspd to talk about the Ninth
yttaysia Plan, a subject close to the

the importance of the plan in the

who joked that he would also use
the occasion to explain the contro-
versy over his riding a superbike
wtfhout a helmet recently.
She]Deputy Information Minister
and Malay rocke”r Ramli Sarip were

Zahid claimed they, were ridingin
the square nearthe KLTowerincon-
junction with the coming Merdeka
celebrations.

The Middle-East conflict will fea-
ture prominently at the Youth level,
which has led two major demon-
strations against the.Israeli aggres-

"HPe' Lebanon crisis is expected to
topthe list of motions to be tabled at
rnfYoftti miefings. A .. '\

Umno Youth deputy chief Khairy

"ffmaluddin will also be one of the _Yout
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