
EU to make stronger presence in South-East Asia 
BY PAUL GABRIEL 

T H E European U n i o n (EU) i s w e l l on 
i ts w a y to s t rengthening its "pres -

ence in Ma lays ia , and in the Sou th -
east A s i a n reg ion. 

The EU i s s h o w i n g stronger c o m -
mon interests — economic , po l i t i ca l 
a n d secur i ty - w i th the region, w i t h 
a regent major s tudy on l ong - t e rm 
d e v e l o p m e n t s i n i n t e rna t i ona l 
t rade p r e d i c t i n g tha t by 2 0 5 0 , 
Asean w o u l d emerge as the wor ld ' s 
largest exporter . 

' O v e r t h e last t w o years, the EU 
has s t epped up i ts c o - ope ra t i on 
agenda w i t h Asean a n a countr ies o f 
South-East As ia , p ropos ing a var i e ty 
of measures, aied at enhanc ing 
e c o n o m i t deve lopments . 

The latest of these is a EU-Asean 
Economic P a t n e r s h i p d i v ided in to 
t w o components — a Free Trade 
Ag r e emen t (FTA); a n d an Economic 
Co -opera t i on/Capac i t y B u i l d i n g 
agenda. 

Head o f the European C o m m i s -
sion's (EC) Delegat ion in M a l a y s i a , 
Th i e r r y R o m m e l , said besides an 
F T A o ther f l ank ing measures w e r e 
also necessary to he lp deve lop ing 
economies w i t h i n Asean, espec ia l ly 
t h e w e a k e r countr ies . 

' These inc lude capac i ty bu i l d ing , 
t echno logy transfer a n d regulatory 
coope ra t i on , a n d p r o v i d i n g safe-
guards for a fair compe t i t i on po l icy . 
Hopeful ly , by nex t year, negot ia-
t ions on a EU-Asean FTA can c o m -
mence . 

"The EC w i l l negotiate for the E U . 
w h i l e A s e a n m e m b e r nat ions w i l l 
seek a manda t e f r om the respective 
governments . The EU-Asean Econo-
m i c Par tnersh ip , moo t ed by the E U , 
w i l l p r o v i d e o u r r e la t i ons w i t h 
A s e a n w i t h a n e w dynamics after 30 
years of r e la t i ons b e t w e e n both 
g r oup ings , " R o n i m e l sa id i n a n 
in te rv i ew . 

The EC is the execut ive body, the 
" p u b l i c s e rv i ce " a r m , o f the 2 5 -
na t i on E U , a n d the EC's Delegat ions 
of Ex t e rna l Service serves EU inter -
ests in over 150 countr ies a r ound 
the w o r l d . 

The E C o p i n e d i t s de legat ion 

FRUITFUL MEETING: Solana meeting Abdullah where the two leaders discussed a range of issues including the EU's 
efforts to resolve the conflict in Lebanon. — Bernamapic 

off ice i n M a l a y s i a i n 2 0 0 3 , a n d 
R o m m e l , an economis t by t ra in ing , 
i s in charge here o f matters invo l v -
i n g e x t e r n a l t rade po l i c y , trade 
reg imes a n d EC co-operat ion po l i cy 

The EU's G r o u p o f Ambassado rs 
c h a i r m a n Laur i Ko rp inen , w h o i s 
the F i n n i s h Ambassador , hand les 
issues o f a po l i t i ca l na ture w i t h 
F i n l a n d cur ren t l y ho l d ing the s ix -
m o n t h ro ta t iona l pres idency o f the 
E U . 

R o m m e l sa id the EU-Asean Eco-
n o m i c Par tnership was adopted a t 
the EU-Asean Economic M in i s t e r s 
Retreat he ld i n M a n i l a o n M a y 17. 

He also exp la ined that the EU 
preferred to engage w i t h Asean on a 
w h o l e ra ther t h a n dea l d i rec t ly w i t h 
its i n d i v i d u a l members . 

"Th is w i l l c o m p l e m e n t Asean 's 
object ive of b u i l d i n g i tse l f into a 
c o m m u n i t y o f nat ions. W e w a n t t o 
i m p l e m e n t matters on a reg ion- to-

reg ion basis, t h e EU w a n t s t o fu l ly 
suppo r t Asean 's i n t e g r a t i on p r o -
cess," he said. 

The proposed E U - A s e a n Econo -
m i c Partnership, R o m m e l sa id , was 
comparab le in its approach to the 
M a l a y s i a - J a p a n E c o n o m i c Par t -
nersh ip Agreement s igned on Dec 
13, 2005 , as besides the FTA w i t h 
Japan, var ious co-opera t ion projects 
w o u l d be i m p l e m e n t e d u n d e r the 
agreement to benefit Ma lays i a . 

M o r e than 6,600 M a l a y s i a n p r o d -
ucts to Japan, w h i c h is Malays ia ' s 
th ird- largest t rad ing partner , w i l l 
en joy duty- f ree t r ea tmen t unde r 
the l andmark FTA that t ook effect 
on Ju l y 13. 

Ma l a y s i an exports to the EU have 
tota l led more than 15 b i l l i on euros 
annua l ly , w i th EU impor t s a t 8.7 b i l -
l i on euros . 

Ge rmany , H o l l a n d , B r i t a i n a n d 
France are a m o n g the EU's m a i n 

t r a d i n g partners for Ma lays ia , w i t h 
Ma lays ia r ecord ing a t rade surp lus 
w i th 19 o f t he 25 EU m e m b e r 
nat ions. 

R o m m e l s a i d E U Trade C o m -
miss ioner Peter M a n d e l s o n had dis-
cussed the E U - A s e a n E c o n o m i c 
Par tne rsh ip p r o p o s a l w i t h Inter-
nat iona l Trade a n d Industry M i n i s -
ter Datuk Ser i Raf idah A z i z d u r i n g 
his v i s i t t o K u a l a L u m p u r on M a y 
18. 

E U Fo r e i gn P o l i c y c h i e f Jav i e r 
Solana reaf f i rmed the EU's c o m m i t -
m e n t to w o r k w i t h Asean when he 
at tended the A s e a n Reg iona l F o r u m 
here last week . 

" M r So lana h a d a ve ry use fu l 
mee t ing w i t h P r i m e M i n i s t e r Datuk 
Seri A b d u l l a h A h m a d B a d a w i , Bo th 
leaders d iscussed a w i d e range Of 
issues, i n c l u d i n g the EU 's efforts to 
he lp resolve the conf l ic t in Lebanon 
a n d the M i d d l e Eas t , " a d d e d 

Rommel: Hopes negotiations on 
the EU-Asean FTA can commence 

by next year 

R o m m e l , a f o rmer e c o n o m i s t w i t h 
the In ternat iona l M o n e t a r y Fund . 

So lana h a d announced that the 
EU h a d agreed to s ign the Asean 
Treaty o f A m i t y a n d Co-opera t ion 
(TAG), which require s ignator ies to 
renounce the use or threat o f force 
against any Asean m e m b e r . 

The pact also a l l ows for arb i t ra-
t i o n by a t r i b u n a l for d i sputes 
b e t w e e n s ignatory countr ies . 

R o m m e l sa id the E U w o u l d p ro -
ceed to start lega l procedures for 
the s i gn ing o f the T A G 

"The TAC, as it now stands, wil l 
need to be a m e n d e d to a l l o w the EU 
as a g roup to s i gn the treaty. Now , 
on l y i nd i v i dua l countr ies can s i gn , ' ' 
he said. 

The EU i s cur ren t l y Asean's t h i r d 
largest t rad ing partner , account ing 
for 14% of A s ean trade. Signif icantly, 
16% of A s ean exports are dest ined 
for the E U , w h i c h makes i t Asean's 
second largest expor t marke t after 
the U n i t e d States. 

R o m m e l sa id the EC office here 
was p repar ing for the EC-Ma lays i a 
s en i o r o f f ic ia ls l e v e l m e e t i n g i n 
Kua l a L u m p u r nex t m o n t h . 

"The EC office here has a lready 
he ld t w o preparatory meet ings, one 
focus ing on va r i ous co -opera t i on 
and the o ther on trade a n d invest-
ment , " he added. 


