
OIC wants peace role 
in strafed Lebanon 

'' Israel 

P U T R A J A Y A : T h e Organisat ion o f 
I s l amic Conference (OIC) wants a 
ro le i n peace -bu i ld ing init iatives i n 
war - t o rn L e b a n o n after a ceasefire 
has been enforced, P r ime M in i s t e r 
Da tuk Ser i A b d u l l a h A h m a d B a d a w i 
sa id yesterday. 

A b d u l l a h , w h o i s O IC c h a i r m a n , 
sa id every m e m b e r country in the 57-

m e m b e r organisa-
t ion m u s t play a 
proact ive ro le in 
the Israe l -Lebanon 
confl ict and be 
prepared to 
contr ibute troops 
for peacekeeping 
operations u n d e r 
the U N banner. 

"Ma l a y s i a i s 
ready to do that," 
he said at the 
open ing of the 
Mee t i ng o f Fr i ends 

o f the C h a i r m a n o f the 10th I s l a m i c 
Conference here. 

T h e one-day conference, attended 

must 
be made to 
understand their 
actions would 
only breed greater 
hatred and bigger 
contempt." 

•Abdullah 

by severa lheads of slate and govern-
ment a n d foreign minis ters of 18 
m e m b e r countries, later i ssued a 
dec larat ion c o n d e m n i n g Israel i 
offensive in L e b a n o n a n d ca l led for 
a n Immedia te a n d uncond i t i ona l 
ceasefire. 

A b d u l l a h u r g e d O IC m e m b e r s t o 
he lp r e b u i l d L ebanon and Palestine 
a n d address the human i t a r i an 
s i tuat ion in the affected reg ion. 

He also urged every m e m b e r state 
to counse l the ir nat iona l med ia to 
play a proact ive role and m a k e sure 
stories f r om a l l sides were told. 

Current ly , he said, the western 
m e d i a h a d on ly been report ing 
Israel's side of the story by broad-
cast ing p ictures of Israel i fami l ies 
be ing forced to leave their homes to 
seek shelter f r o m H i z b o l l a h attacks. 

" T h e w o r l d m u s t see w i t h their 
o w n eyes the atrocities a n d 
i n h u m a n i t y inf l icted i n L e b a n o n a n d 
Palest ine w h e r e ch i l d r en constitute 
the major i ty o f the dead, m a i m e d a n d 
home less , " he said. 

A b d u l l a h said Israel m u s t be made 
to unders tand the i r act ions w o u l d 
o n l y breed greater hatred a n d bigger 
contempt, B e r n a m a reports. 

At a press conference last night, 
after b i latera l talks w i t h countr ies 
s u c h as Turkey , Bang ladesh a n d 
Pak is tan, A b d u l l a h sa id M a l a y s i a a n d 
several O IC members - Indonesia. 
B r u n e i a n d Bangladesh have agreed 
to send their troops to Lebanon . 

He said he w i l l wr i te a letter to US 
President George W. B u s h in a few 
days a n d another t o UN Secretary-
Genera l Kof i Annan , ca l l ing for an im-
mediate a n d uncondi t iona l ceasefire. 

A l l the other O IC m e m b e r s wi l l 
also wr i t e letters to the US and UN 
he sa id . " M a n y o f the O IC m e m b e r 
countr ies w a n t the US to p lay a 
(m idd l eman ) role in t r y ing to resolve 
the confl ict in the M i d d l e E a s t I f the 
US on l y supports one party f r o m the 
b eg inn ing t i l l the end, it's s ome th ing 
that is no t just i f ied," A b d u l l a h said. 
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