
Malaysia has political 
will to preserve forests 
DERAMAKOT (Sabah): Malay-
sia has the political will to pre-
serve its tropical forests and 
bio-diversity through sustain-
able forest management. 

Prime Minister Datuk Seri 
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said 
the Federal and state govern-
ments were committed in pre-
serving the forests as well as 
flora and fauna for their medic-
inal and herbal values. 

Abdullah, who flew to the 
Deramakot forest reserve from 
Sandakan, said the reserve was 
a fine example of the political 
will of the Federal and state 
governments to keep the fore-
sts for future generations. 

He said he agreed with Sabah 
Chief Minister Datuk Musa Aman 
on what needed to be done to 
safeguard forest biodiversity. 

"When Musa rejected logging 

permit applications, loggers 
came to me. I told them that if 
the CM says no, then I say no," 
he said. 

Sabah Forestry Department 
director Sam Mannan briefed 
Abdullah on the history of 
Sabah's forests and the pres-
sures they faced over timber 
licences. 

Abdullah, who spent about 
three hours touring the facili-
ties in Deramakot, later wit-
nessed the handing over of 
cheques totalling US$100,000 
(RM360,000) from New York-
based Alexander Abraham Fo-
undation director Nancy Ab-
raham to Mannan. TSH Reso-
urces Bhd chairman Datuk Kali-
mullah Hassan gave 
RM330,000. 

The money is meant for sus-
tainable forest management. 


