
PETALING JAYA: More parties 
have come forward to pledge 
their support for Datuk Seri 
Abdu l lah A h m a d Badawi fol-
l o w i n g cr i t ic i sms levelled 
against the Pr ime Minister by 
his predecessor Tun Dr Maha -
thir Mohamad. 

M C A pres ident Datuk Seri 
Ong Ka Ting said the party cen-
tral committee backed Abdul -
lah's leadership and had unani-
mously endorsed the statement 
made by h i m (Ong) on Thurs-
day expressing the MCA's sup-
po r t for Abdu l l ah as Pr ime 
Min i s ter and Barisan Nasional 
chairman. 

He said Abdu l l ah must be 
given undivided support to ful-
f i l the promises pledged to the 
people as w e l l as to br ing devel-
opment to the nation in realis-
ing -Vision 2020. 

"He has also introduced im-
portant agendas, such as the 
National Integrity Plan, to c o m -
bat corruption, in order to im-
prove the nation's competitive-
ness," said Ong, who is Housing 
and Local Government Min i s -
ter. 

The people should give their 
ful l support to Abdullah, Ong 
said. 

"His compassionate leader-
ship style is ev ident in his 
emphasis to eradicate poverty 
irrespective of race," he told 
reporters after chair ing the 
party's central committee meet-
ing at the M C A headquarters 
yesterday. 

"The Pr ime M in i s te r also 
emphasises on the needs of the 
less fortunate as we l l as work -
ing towards a more caring and 
moral ly conscious society." 

Umno Youth chief Datuk Seri 
Hishammuddin Hussein said Dr 
Mahathir had gone overboard 
by going on a "personal attack" 
against his successor, saying 
that the comments were "un -
warranted, uncal led for and 
unfair". 

He said Dr Mahathir ' s cr i t i -
cism and v iews could not be 
accepted as merely that of any 
ordinary cit izen because wha t -
ever he said had an impact on 
the Government and party, and 
affected public perception. 

"We cannot accept a person-
al attack on the leadership 
wh i ch we feel is wrong. The 
choice of words (used by Tun) 
was just too much. It is disap-
pointing to us," he said yester-
day after chairing a Youth exco 
meeting. 

Datuk Mukhr i z Mahathir, an 
exco membe r and the son of the 
former p r ime min i s ter and 
Khairy Jamaluddin, the son- in-
l aw of the present P r ime 
M in i s te r both attended the 
meeting and were also present 
at the press conference. 

In Kuching, Chief Min ister 
Tan Sri Abdu l Taib Mahmud 
said: " W e received a strong 
mandate from the people in the 
jus t -conc luded state election 
and we have formed the state 
government to carry out devel-
opment programmes under the 
leadership of Pak Lah." 
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