
Funny, familiar, forgotten feelings 
A troubled horizon looms ahead for Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad even as the government prepares to answer in full his queries on 

issues that have made him such an angry man of late, writes JOCELINE TAN 

TU N D r M a h a t h i r M o h a m a d arr i ved i n 
grand style, s tepp ing ou t of a g l eaming 
b lack Mercedes onto the red carpet at a 

hote l in Peta l ing jaya . 
He was the VIP guest at a Un i ve r s i t i U ta ra 

Ma lays i a dia logue a n d as the former P r em ie r 
shook hands w i t h the l ong l ine o f underg rad -
uates, he caught s ight o f reporters w h o h a d 
tu rned up for the event. 

The press was ho t on h is heels aga in b u t he 
mere l y ra ised an e y eb row a n d con t inued h is 
w a y d o w n the r ed carpet , l o ok ing rather 
suave in his da rk sui t w o r n over an open -
necked m a r o o n shirt . 

He smi l ed ever so charming l y a l l the way 
into the ha l l , w i t h fo rmer First Lady T u n Dr 
Si t i H a s m a h M o h d A l i b y h is side. 

A n d as he sat on stage w i t h one l eg e le-
gant ly crossed over the other, he seemed 
ob l i v i ous t o the p o l i t i c a l s t o r m he h a d 
w h i p p e d up the past week. 

So m u c h has happened that i t is ha rd to 
bel ieve that it has been l i t t le more t h a n a 
week s i n c e D r M a h a t h i r b lasted h is w a y in to 
the headl ines w i t h w h a t m a n y thought was a 
b e l o w the be l t r e m a r k tha t D a t u k Ser i 
A b d u l l a h A h m a d B a d a w i had no t been h is 
f i rs t choice o f successor. 

Said an U m n o Y o u t h po l i t i c i an : "It was as 
though M o u n t M e r a p i had erupted on th is 
side of the strait . " 

For m a n y po l i t i c ians , i t has been one o f 
those long weeks in pol i t ics. 

"Ac tua l l y , i t has b e en a ve ry t r o u b l i n g 
w e e k It's no t been good for anyone, " sa id a 
po l i t i ca l a ide to a min is ter . 

Things have toned d o w n a l i t t le s ince the 
P r ime M i n i s t e r sa id that the g o v e r n m e n t 
w o u l d answer a l l the queries ra ised by Dr 
Mahath i r . 

The admin i s t ra t i on i s n o w busy prepar ing 
the exp lanat ion to four key ques t ions : the 
cance l lat ion o f the second br idge in Johor, the 
issuance o f APs (part icu lar ly to t w o i n d i v i d u -
als w h o do no t s e l l c a r s ) , the sale o f MV 
Agus ta Moto rs a n d the non - r enewa l o f the 
cont rac t o f P r o t o n Ho ld ings CEO T a n S r i 
T e n g k u Maha l e e l Tengku Ariff. 

A b d u l l a h revealed this t o U m n o M P s and 
senators at a c losed-door mee t ing in Pu t ra -
j aya earl ier this week. 

The answers w i l l be tho rough a n d deta i l ed 
a n d certa in documents m a y even be dec lass i -
f ied. A l l this w i l l take some t ime to prepare 
but w h e n ready, they w i l l b e m a d e p u b l i c 
rather than d i rec t l y to Dr Maha th i r . 

(On Friday, Proton set the ball rol l ing by 
responding direct to Dr Mahath i r on the last two 
issues from the company's perspective.) 

The P r ime M in i s t e r ' s m e e t i n g w i t h the 
U m n o m e m b e r s o f the t w o houses o f 
Par l iament w e n t r emarkab l y we l l . 

Abdu l l ah ' s earthy, n o n - s h o w y style has 
a lways w o r k e d w e l l a t this sort o f smal ler 
meet ings. 

Datuk A l w i Che A h m a d , the Ke te reh M P 
f rom Kelantan, had gone in fee l ing rather 
combat ive , t e l l ing his col leagues w i t h t yp i ca l 
Ke lantan-sty le gungho that he w a s go ing to 
ask the Pr ime M i n i s t e r some di f f icult ques-
t ions. 

But he said A b d u l l a h spoke w i t h such s in -
cer i ty that he was swayed . 

" I felt he real ly spoke f r om his hear t . . . no 
s ign o f anger or f rustrat ion, there was so 
m u c h patience, l ike a good M u s l i m . By the 
t ime he f inished, my heart felt so soft. I 
bel ieve he real ly wan t s the gove rnment to 
exp la in the issues," said A l w i . 

A b d u l l a h d i d no t stoke the fires no r d i d he 
use the occas ion to lobby his M P s a n d sena-
tors for support . 

In fact, he to ld t h e m that he d i d not e ven 
k n o w w h a t his deputy Da tuk Seri Naj ib T u n 
Razak was go ing to say un t i l he read i t in the 

SMELLING GOOD: Despite the long and troubled week, it was business as usual for the Prime 
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papers a l though Naj ib had t e l ephoned f r om 
India to t e l l h i m that he w a s m a k i n g a state-
ment . 

" I d i d no t ask h i m w h a t he w o u l d say bu t 
t o ld h i m , thank y o u very m u c h , " he t o l d his 
audience. 

He also to ld t h e m that as l ong as his deputy 
was w i t h h i m , " i t 's go ing t o be f ine . " 

" I 'm not go ing to p re t end that I am not Pak 
Lah's m a n . I l ike his style. At meet ings he l is-
tens a n d a l l ows people to talk. So I 'm not sur-

pr i sed he has dec ided to be o p e n by a l l ow ing 
these ques t i ons t o be a n s w e r e d , " sa id 
Terengganu M e n t r i Besar Da tuk Seri Idris 
Jusoh . 

B u t the q u e s t i o n b e i n g a s k e d n o w i s 
w h e t h e r the gove rnment revelat ions w i l l sat-
isfy Dr Maha th i r . 

" T u n is a c l in ica l , me thodo log i ca l a n d thor -
ough m a n . The answers m u s t satisfy h i m 
even i f they are d i rec ted at the rakyat a n d 
even i f i t w i l l imp l i ca te his admin i s t ra t i on , so 

be i t , " sa id the above po l i t i ca l a ide. 
In fact, m a n y w o n d e r w h e t h e r the reve la-

t ions m a y a lso damage Dr M a h a t h i r a n d those 
a r ound him. 

Eve r y admin is t ra t ion has its skeletons, a n d 
the M a h a t h i r adm in i s t r a t i on because o f i ts 
22-year d u r a t i o n p robab l y has more than its 
share of scandalous bones. 

Wi l l people fa l l on the i r o w n swords? A n d 
w i l l the revelat ions, as they say, open up a c an 
o f w o r m s ? 

' ' I 'm qu i t e sure the answers w i l l hu r t a 
n u m b e r o f people because I heard that n o t h -
i ng wi l l be he ld back," sa id an U m n o Senator. 

Dr M a h a t h i r has a lot to w o r r y about i f 
Putrajaya goes by the book. 

The levers o f p o w e r are n o w be ing pu l l ed 
by the i n c u m b e n t even i f w h a t Dr M a h a t h i r i s 
say ing f inds credence a m o n g people w h e t h e r 
ins ide o r outs ide U m n o , 

A c c o r d i n g to an analyst, people are pleased 
to see these issues be ing debated a n d argued. 
They see it as par t of the process towards a 
more o p e n w a y o f d o i n g th ings i n the gove rn -
ment . 

" D r M a h a t h i r t h i n k s h e i s p r o t e c t i n g h i s 
l egacy . B u t o n c l o s e r s c r u t i n y , m a n y 
aspec ts o f h i s l egacy are d o u b l e - e d g e d a n d 
h e m a y b e the one m o s t d a m a g e d . M y gu t 
f e e l ing i s tha t D r M a h a t h i r m a y c o m e of f f a r 
less s t a t e s m a n l i k e . Tha t ' s the p r o b l e m o f 
t h r o w i n g y o u r s e l f b a c k i n t o the fray a g a i n , " 
s a i d the ana lys t . 

Others t h i n k the sp i l l over m a y also affect 
those in the port fo l ios h a n d l i n g the issues 
concerned . 

" I 'm sure there are people hav ing m e n t a l 
co ld sweats," sa id the analyst . 

As i t is, b i ts a n d pieces o f the prev ious 
admin is t ra t i on ' s record on the jud i c i a ry have 
been p layed out in the ma ins t r eam media . 

The re t r ia l o f Sukma D a r m a w a n Sasmitaat 
M a d j a i s ye t another po in t o f wor ry . The 
Cour t o f A p p e a l has o rdered a n e w t r ia l o f 
S u k m a over charges o f s o d o m y w i t h Datuk 
Ser i A n w a r Ibrah im. 

S u k m a , the a d o p t e d b r o t h e r o f A n w a r , 
w a s r e cha r g ed i n the Sess ions C o u r t o n 
T h u r s d a y . 

H e has g r o w n o lde r , h i s b o y i s h s w e e t -
ness , o r w h a t the M a l a y s c a l l " j a m b u " , has 
g i v e n w a y t o m o r e m a n l y g o o d l ooks a n d i t 
i s po s s i b l e tha t he d reads the r e t r i a l as 
m u c h a s s o m e M a l a y s i a n s , e v en i f i t m a y 
c l ea r h i s n a m e . 

The f i rs t t r i a l c leaved na t i ona l po l i t ics and 
shook u p U m n o . W i l l the n e w t r i a l dredge u p 
a l l those funny, famil iar , forgotten feelings? 

Some o f Dr Maha th i r ' s m o s t damag ing al le-
gat ions against his fo rmer deputy are b o u n d 
to be ca l l ed in to ques t i on again. 

There is n o w a l u l l before yet another 
s t o rm , b u t Joho r B a r u M P Da tuk Shahr i r 
Samad ins is ted there is no cr is is . 

"These are interest ing t imes bu t there i s no 
crisis. The fear of a cr is is deve l op ing is there 
because cr ises w e r e a t r a d e m a r k o f Dr 
M a h a t h i r but this t ime , there has been no 
b r e a k d o w n in author i t y o r spl i ts i n the party , " 
sa id Shahr i r , no ted for his record o f s tand ing 
up to Dr M a h a t h i r even a t the he ight o f the 
latter 's power . 

Despi te a l l the conspirac ies f ly ing about, 
w h a t Dr M a h a t h i r i s d o i n g i s no t about grab-
b i n g p o w e r or m a k i n g a comeback. 

B u t he i s used to hav ing h is w a y a n d he i s 
s m o k i n g l ike an act ive vo l cano over w h a t he 
sees as a reversal of the pol ic ies of his t ime . 

But p rob l ems l o o m in the ho r i z on for the 
fo rmer Premier . 

The t rouble i s that Dr Maha th i r ' s w o r l d was 
also for a l ong t i m e the w o r l d o f m a n y w h o 
are s t i l l par t o f the present admin i s t ra t i on . 

C a n his w o r l d col lapse w i t h o u t damag ing 
some o f t h e m as w e l l ? 


