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P E T A L I N G JAYA: T h e p u b l i c 
m i g h t b e g i n t o q u e s t i o n P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r D a t u k Ser i A b d u l l a h 
A h m a d B a d a w i ' s 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n f o l l o w i n g h i s 
p r e d e c e s s o r T u n D r M a h a t h i r 
M o h a m a d ' s n o - h o l d s - b a r r e d 
c r i t i c i s m o f h i m , I b r a h i m 
Suff ian, p r o g r a m m e d i r e c t o r o f 
t h e M e r d e k a C e n t r e for 
O p i n i o n R e s e a r c h , s a i d 
yesterday. 

"I f the r e m a r k s b y M a h a t h i r 
are c l e a r l y p u b l i c i s e d i n the 
m e d i a , t h i s w i l l i n c r e a s e the 
p o s s i b i l i t y o f p e o p l e 
q u e s t i o n i n g the c u r r e n t 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , " h e sa id . 

Suff ian s a i d the f o r m e r 
p r i m e m i n i s t e r , seen t o have 
c o n t r i b u t e d a l o t to the 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f the c o u n t r y , i s 
s t i l l w e l l - r e s p e c t e d a t m a n y 
levels of society. 

"Regardless o f h o w they h a d 
voted for A b d u l l a h , o r even i f 
they s u p p o r t the o p p o s i t i o n , 
w h e n M a h a t h i r quest ions 
A b d u l l a h , th is w i l l m a k e 
p e o p l e q u e s t i o n A b d u l l a h a s 
w e l l , " h e sa id . 

T h e p u b l i c w i l l a lso b e 
d r a w n t o focus o n h o w 
A b d u l l a h w o u l d c a r r y out a l l 
the p r o m i s e s h e m a d e , Suff ian 
observed. 

" T h i s w i l l p u t p r e s s u r e o n 
h i m . B u t th is w i l l a lso b e a 
g o o d o p p o r t u n i t y for h i m t o 
c o n v i n c e the p e o p l e that he is a 
g o o d leader ," h e sa id . 

H e s a i d the p u b l i c s h o u l d 
o n l y j u d g e the q u a l i t y of a 
l e a d e r b y l o o k i n g b e y o n d 
personal i ty . 

" T h e m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h i n g 
to j u d g e of l eaders is to l o o k at 
the p o l i c i e s c a r r i e d out by 
t h e m a n d the q u a l i t y o f these 
p o l i c i e s , " h e s a i d . 

H e n o t e d t h a t the o p e n r i f t 
b e t w e e n the t w o p o l i t i c i a n s 
also o p e n e d u p a n o p p o r t u n i t y 
for the p u b l i c to u n d e r s t a n d 
h o w the g o v e r n m e n t w o r k e d . 

" T h e y (the p u b l i c ) s h o u l d 
w e l c o m e [the d i s c u s s i o n s 
generated b y r e c e n t 
d e v e l o p m e n t s b e t w e e n the t w o 
p o l i t i c i a n s ] . M o r e t h a n o n e 
o p i n i o n s h o u l d b e h e a r d , " h e 
sa id . 

R e f e r r i n g to focus g r o u p 
r e s e a r c h a n d o p i n i o n p o l l s 
c o n d u c t e d b y M e r d e k a C e n t r e , 
h e s a i d s o m e o f the resul ts 
s h o w e d that the r e s p o n d e n t s 
t e n d e d t o t h i n k that M a h a t h i r 
a n d A b d u l l a h e a c h h a d h i s 
o w n strengths. 

" M a h a t h i r i s h i g h l y 
r e g a r d e d for h a v i n g s t r o n g 
l e a d e r s h i p a n d t e c h n i c a l 
abi l i ty . A b d u l l a h i s seen as 
m o r e a p p r o a c h a b l e , " h e s a i d . 


