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P U T R A J A Y A : In h i s most d irect 
attack on h i s successor to date, 
f o rmer p r i m e m i n i s t e r T u n D r 
M a h a t h i r M o h a m a d yesterday said 
Da tuk Ser i A b d u l l a h A h m a d 
B a d a w i h a d reneged on a . p r o m i s e 
t o con t inue w i t h h i s po l i c i e s . 

E x p r e s s i n g s ome regrets over 
p i c k i n g A b d u l l a h as h i s successor , 
M a h a t h i r l amen t ed : " I chose h i m 
and ox peeled a degree of 
gratefulness (sic). B u t I w a s to ld I 
had been invo lved in m e g a projects 
a n d had f in ished the 
(government 's ) money." 

Conced ing that he h a d made 
mis takes i n suppo r t ing people w h o 
later s labbed h i m in the. back, he 
sa id : "I have a hab i t of choos ing the 
w r o n g people". 

M a h a t h i r h a d four deputies 
d u r i n g his 22 years in power. T h e 
first, T u n M u s a H i t a m , quit a f t e r 
fa l l ing o u t w i th h i m i n 1986, and 
the second, the late Tun Gha fa r 
Baba , was ousted by D a t u k Ser i 
A n w a r I b r a h i m , w h o 
later c l a s h e d w i t h 
M a h a t h i r a n d was 
sacked a n d ja i led . 

M a h a t h i r sa id h e 
h a d chosen A b d u l l a h 
over Da tuk Ser i Na j ib 
Razak to be h i s 
successor despite the 
fact that Na j ib h a d the 
h i ghe r votes as U m n o 
v ice-pres ident t o f i l l 
the v a c u u m le f t by the 
s a c k i n g o f Anwar . 

M a h a t h i r sa id this a t 
a press conference 
ca l led to talk about a 
g loba l peace f o r u m that 
the Perdana Leadersh ip 
F o u n d a t i o n i s 
o rgan is ing . After the 
br ie f ing, he l o ok 
quest ions from, 
journa l i s ts , i n c l u d i n g 
the fore ign m e d i a . 

" T h e (present) 
government not on ly 
d i d not do what was 
p r om i s ed (to me) but 
ins tead reversed m a n y 
of the dec is ions made 
w h e n the l eader (Abdu l l ah ) was 
part o f the (prev ious) government , " 
he sa id : 

" I tolerated this as m u c h as 
poss ib le , i n c l u d i n g Ihe charge that 
I f inished a l l of the government 's 
money ... that the government was 
b a n k r u p t a n d cou ldn ' t have any 
m o r e projects. 

" I kept quiet but w h e n 
some th ing that i s done that i s 
rea l ly h a r m f u l , I t h i n k I w o u l d b e 
f a i l i ng my duty as an o rd ina ry 
c i t izen a n d a n e x -p r ime m i n i s t e r i f 
I don't d irect at tent ion to these 
matters." 

M a h a t h i r sa id he h a d suffered 
" b r u i s e s " as a result of be ing 
accused o f f i n i sh ing the 
government 's money . 

But he stressed that despite his 
unhappiness , he was no t 
eng inee r ing the ouster o f A b d u l l a h , 
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something that is 
done that is 
really harmful, I 
think I would be 
failing (in) my 
duty as an 
ordinary citizen 
and an ex-prime 
minister if I don't 
direct attention 
to these 
matters." 

y o u r cont ro l . I thought I made 
a good cho ice . I wou ldn ' t k n o w 
i f I h a d p i c k e d somebody else 
these th ings wou ld not happen . 
I f I chose someone else, it 
m i g h t very w e l l a lso happen . 

What was your b iggest 
b lunder? 
I have m a d e m a n y b lunde rs i n 
my career. I have he lped many 
peop le on ly for t h e m lo stab 
me in the back. So i t is a 
c o m m o n trait for me . I 'm in 
the hab i t o f choos ing the 
w r o n g people. But the present 
gove rnment can do a good job 
i f they w a n t to. T h e means are 
there but i f they come u n d e r 
the in f luence o f people w h o 
have o ther agenda, then I can't 
he lp (it). 

W h o are you referr ing to? 
It is up to the press to k n o w , 
y o u k n o w m o r e than I do. 

Do you think Pak L a h 
has stabbed you in the 
back? 
M i n o r bru ises l ike say ing I 
f i n i shed a l l the i r money 
w h e n I k n o w very w e l l when 
the count ry has never been as 
r i c h as i t i s now. H a v i n g 
chosen h i m as my successor , 
in fact, he was not the f i rst 
cho ice , he was second as he 
d idn ' t have the highest votes. 
Naj ib had . I chose h i m and I 
expect a degree of 
gratefulness. B u t I was told 
that I had been invo lved in 
mega projects and 
f inished the money. 

NEW DELHi: Deputy Pr ime Minister Datuk 
Seri Najib Razak said he believed every leader 
who has been prime minister of Malaysia has 

done his best in accordance with the prevail-
Ing situation. 

He said Tun Dr Mahathi r Moharnad, during 
his term as the prime minister, had done what 
he felt was the best for the country. 

Similarly, now, pr ime Min is ter Datuk Seri 
Abdu l lah Ahmad Badawi w a s doing what he 
feels is best for the nation, he said. 

"Therefore, all quarters should give their 
undivided support to Abdul lah as the prime 
minister, more so w h e n he w a s accorded the 
huge mandate and trust by the people in the 
last general election," he said. 

Najib said he had confidence in Abdullah's 
leadership and w a s definitely with h im in the 
administration of the country. 

The deputy pr ime minister , w h o is on a 
week- long visit to India, was asked to c o m -
ment on Mahathir's criticism of Abdullah at a 
press conference yesterday. - Bernama 

say ing that i t was " for U m n o 
m e m b e r s to decide". 

Excerp ts f r o m the press 
conference: 

Q: C a n you descr ibe y o u r 
re lat ionship with the present 
government? It looks very 
hostile? 
We l l , w h e n I dec ided to slop d o w n , 

I gave an unde r t ak ing 
that I w i l l not. invo lve 
myse l f in pol i t ics that I 
w o u l d n o t interfere 
w i th the government . 
On the other h a n d , o f 
course , there were 
cer ta in things 
p r o m i s e d that wou ld 
be done by the 
(p resent) government , 
but the government not 
o n l y d i d not: do what 
w a s p romised but, in 
fact, reversed many o f 
the dec is ions made 
w h i l e the l eade r o f the 
(present) government 
was (also) in the 
(prev ious) 
government . 

T h e r e w e r e no 
object ions (then) and 
we agreed ful ly w i t h 
a l l the p roposa l s . A n d 
I h a d hoped that they 
w o u l d be ca r r i ed out. I 
u n d e r s t a n d , o f course , 
that n e w l eaders w a n t 
to have an impact and 
m a k e the i r m a r k 

d u r i n g the i r p e r i od i n power. T h e 
l imes may change . Bu t wha t w a s 
unde r t aken before w o u l d have lo 
be c a r r i e d out , (and) n e w th ings 
c a n be i n t r o d u c e d . 

So the dec is ion no t to keep to 
p r o m i s e s w a s not m i n e . I to lerated 
th is for as m u c h as poss ib le , 
i n c l u d i n g the cha rge that I 
f i n i shed a l l o f the government ' s 
m o n e y that the gove rnment was 
b a n k r u p t a n d c o u l d n ' t have a n y 
more pro jects . 

I kept quiet but w h e n 
s o m e t h i n g that is done that is 
rea l l y h a r m f u l , I t h i n k I w o u l d be 
f a i l i n g ( in) my duty as an o r d i n a r y 
c i t i z en and a n e x - P M i f I don ' t 
direct, a t tent ion to th is mat ters . 

Do you regret quitting? 
No, one canno t te l l exact ly w h a t a 
pe rson w o u l d do after he is out o f 


