
Mahathir, let the 
PM do his job 

S P E A K I N G as an o r d i n a r y 
c i t i z en l i k e T u n Dr 
M a h a t h i r M o h a m a d , I see 
that the f o rmer p r i m e 
m i n i s t e r has become over-
sensit ive about the w a y 
D a t u k Ser i A b d u l l a h 
A h m a d Badawi ' s 
adm in i s t r a t i on leads the 
count ry into greater 
t ransparency in an effort t o 
w o o m o r e fore ign investors 
to the reg ion. 

' ' T h e lack o f t r a n s p a r e n c y 
h a s b e e n o n e o f t h e 
m a i n r e a s o n s w h y t h e 

c o u n t r y w a s hit d u r i n g t h e 
A s i a n f i nanc ia l c r i s i s i n 1997 . 

T h e l a c k o f t r ansparency 
has b e en one of the main 
reasons w h y the count ry 
was h i t d u r i n g the A s i a n 
f inanc ia l c r i s i s in 1997. 

Increas ing ly , we are 
r ead ing about w h a t 
t ransp i r ed d u r i n g 
M a h a t h i r ' s admin i s t r a t i on . 

F o r example , i n a n 
in t e r v i ew p u b l i s h e d in a 
l o ca l da i l y , f o rmer Tenaga 
N a s i o n a l B h d ch i e f T a n S r i 
An i A rope po in t ed out w h a t 
t r ansp i r ed d u r i n g t h e 
s i g n i n g of contracts that 

favoured the Independent 
Power P roduce rs ( IPPs). 

I t w a s c l ea r f r o m An i ' s 
o w n w o r d s that the 
E c o n o m i c P l a n n i n g U n i t 
( E P U ) h a d un i l a t e r a l l y pu t 
together contracts i n vo l v i ng 
the IPPs a n d A n i , b e i n g the 
C E O o f T N B then , h a d n o 
say bu t to s i gn the 
contracts. 

T h e t e rms a n d 
cond i t i ons in the contracts, 

a c c o r d i n g t o A n i , 
we r e 
un favourab l e to 
T N B . W h e t h e r i t 
w a s co inc iden ta l 
o r not, A n i was 
r e m o v e d f r o m h i s 
j ob d u r i n g the 
mass i ve b l a ckou t 

that h i t the na t i on . 
He h a d re fused t o s i gn 

the contracts because the 
t e rms a n d cond i t i ons w e r e 
un favourab le t o T N B . 

D u r i n g the p rev i ous 
admin i s t ra t i on , stories o f 
this na ture w o u l d never 
have b e en p u b l i s h e d . 

However , i t is good that 
as the na t i on becomes m o r e 
aware o f w h a t i s 
happen ing , o r d i n a r y 
c i t i zens l i k e me w i l l w a n t t o 
see the na t i on become a 
deve loped na t i on by 2020. 

We w a n t to r i se to the 
occas i on in suppor t o f the 
p r i m e m in i s t e r , w h o s e 
tireless efforts, despite the 
loss o f h i s wi fe , have w o n 
the hearts o f o r d i n a r y 
c i t i zens l i k e m e . 

M a h a t h i r ' s c r i t i c i s m o f 
P a k L a h i s therefore 
u n c a l l e d for, espec ia l l y after 
the latter h a d m a d e an 
effort t o c a l l on M a h a t h i r a t 
h i s ho t e l r o o m w h e n the 
two w e r e in J a p a n for a 
conference recent ly . 

T h i s is a f o r m of betrayal 
and backs tabb ing in some 
ways , because bo th Pak L a h 
a n d h i s deputy. D a t u k Se r i 
Na j ib B a z a k h a d 
c o n t i n u o u s l y rea f f i rmed 
that they v a l u e d M a h a t h i r ' s 
con t r ibu t i ons to the na t i on . 

A t th is junc ture , I appea l 
to the f o rmer p r i m e 
m i n i s t e r to go about h i s 
bus iness as an o rd ina r y 
c i t i zen , a n d let the coun t r y 
be r u n by the leaders o f the 
day. Or else, he s h o u l d 
rea l i se that i t w i l l b e no 
po in t c r y i n g over sp i l t m i l k 
w h e n the rakya t lose 
respect for h i m . 

S t e p h e n N g 
K u a l a L u m p u r 


